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Power, Piety and Conquest: The ‘Normanisation’ of the Northwest Frontier, c.1113-1153

	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

The thesis aims to study several written primary and secondary sources which will be supported by archaeological evidence to investigate the impact of the Norman northwest. A reconstruction of the region has been explored recently by Neil MacGuigan who has identified key problems in academic study in the area, but also the complexities of developing any understanding of the region before the 1100s. Geoffrey Barrow has explored the subject of David I in Cumbria, highlighting key questions which I aim to develop further, including the joint-kingship and the topic of Cumbria as the royal seat of power in Scotland. There is a wealth of primary resources during the period, including historical chronicles of Symeon of Durham, William of Malmesbury, and John of Fordun. Many secondary sources have explored David I in detail, including Richard Oram’s biography on David I and R.L Ritchie’s book, ‘the Normans in Scotland’. Therefore, the potential of the research is not limited in resources, making the proposal possible. 
There are many themes and questions I mean to tackle in the study of the northwest during the designated period. Importantly I aim to highlight and identify the development of ‘Normanisation’ due in part to the lordship and kingship of David I, rather than the impact of William Rufus and Henry I – although they were significant players in the process. The reason for choosing this specific period in the proposed thesis is the subject after the 1100s in Cumbria has been ignored by historians, who I believe have unsuccessfully explored the region more fully. Furthermore, David I has largely been placed in a Scottish context and rarely studied in detail through an Anglo-Norman framework. I intend to analyse the subject which has marred the history and subsequently failed to understand the period and Cumbria’s role in the post-Norman conquest.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The thesis will examine the concept of ‘Normanisation’ in the northwest region of England from 1113 to 1153. It will tackle the important question of why Cumbria has been neglected by historians when referring to the post-Norman Conquest. The region and its history are complex due to the modern border and scholarship has contested to whether the region during this period is northwest England or southwest Scotland. Historically, the northwest has acted as a political and economic barrier, which highlights its place at the forefront of conflict. Therefore, further study is needed to explore in-depth the nature of the region on the frontier, many themes which require unpacking
The core source in the research is the ‘Written Acts of King David I of Scots, 1124-1153’ which covers all the charters associated with David I, and his son Henry, but also provides earlier records from his time as an English earl which had a ‘semi-quasi’ regal status. Through a close assessment of the charters, I aim to establish from the documents the argument that David had managed his kingdom of Scotland from Cumbria, elevating the status of the region as a royal centre. The research will also involve consulting other charters associated with Cumbria, including the written acts of William II, Henry I, and King Stephen to understand the wider context of the region. 
The introduction will explore in brief, the pre-Norman occupation of Cumbria, including the domination of the kingdom of Strathclyde and the formation of the “border” and the earldom of Cumbria. It will aim to understand the definition of ‘Normanisation’ and the problems it poses from previous comparative studies. The question of ‘Normanisation’ is central to the thesis as it determines at what point in history a real process of change happened. The first chapter will consider the idea of ethnicity, this will be explored in two ways, firstly it will consider the ethnicity of the Cumbrian people, but also the ethnicity of David I and the impact this had on the Scottish occupation of the region. The second chapter will explore the role of the church including its role on the frontier, this will include the complex issues regarding primacy over Cumbria and the strained relationship with the Scottish Crown due to the creation of the diocese of Carlisle in 1133. The chapter will also explore, the emergence of monastic foundations in the mid-twelfth century, this includes the revival of Whithorn priory and the new foundations of Dundrennan Abbey and Holm Cultram. It will also consider the pre-1092 monastic institutions including the priories of St. Bees and Wetheral. It will aim to look at how these monastic houses interacted with each other, but also how they interacted with power and politics. The third chapter will explore the arrival of David I’s “new men” in the area and consider further the creation of a border through the presence of powerful and rising nobility. The final chapter will continue by exploring strained relationships with the Lordship of Galloway, including the construction of key fortresses, include the castles of Annan, Carlisle, and Kirkcudbright
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