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Aims of this lecture

• To show you some ways in which you can support 
pupils as they write.

• Look at some more challenging shared writing



Getting children to write well …

1. Students will learn to write more effectively if they read a lot 

and if what they read is good quality writing.  (Meek, M., 1988)
2. Write with the students: modelling and sharing

3. When students are writing they also need time to think, to 

share ideas with friend and to edit their work. You should be 

prepared to invest a lot of time in this process. 



What do we write?



Purposeful writing
The most powerful stimulus factor in encouraging

students to write is to provide them with a good reason

to write, to make their writing purposeful.

How can you do this?



Here are a few simple ideas:

• Writing letters to friends, family, famous people or organisations

• Writing for a class/school magazine

• Making posters for school/local events

• Making information booklets for other students



Students also respond very well to 
writing “in character”

• Write a description of a character
• Write about something that happened in the story
• Write a diary entry for one of the characters 
• Write a newspaper report about a critical incident in the story
• Describe a place in the story
• Make a poster about something that happens in the story
• Fill in a form as if you were one of the characters
• Write an invitation to something that happens in the story
• Write a letter as if you were one of the characters



Writing in character 
works well with children 
of all ages.



Students can also be asked to write factual pieces. 
Here are some ideas:

• Recipes
• Instructions for making things
• Invitations
• Booklets about different topics
• Lists

• Can you think of more?



Writing buddies – 
is this a good idea?



How should we mark? 
Should we use?



Marking and feeding back to students

When you mark a pupil’s written work you should be
very clear about what the learning intention was for the piece
of writing. You should have communicated this to the
students at the start of the lesson. 

You should only comment on issues that are
linked to the learning intention. For instance, if a
student has worked hard to include the features of a
particular text type, you will really discourage them if you
then criticise his spelling.



Writing is difficult – 
value your students’ 

efforts!
How?



Writing is difficult – value your 
students’ efforts



Ros Wilson’s TALK: WRITE

• https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/

Some of our school are using 
this material.

Take a look at the website.

https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/
https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/
https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/
https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/


Can you share with us how you have 
supported pupils as they write?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://researchleap.com/a-study-on-the-relationships-between-authentic-leadership-job-crafting-psychological-capital-and-organisational-innovation/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Ways of helping your students 
write – writing frames

When students start writing the   need a lot 
of help. As the progress they should need less 
and less support, less of a framework.



Supporting 
writing: giving 
words to re-

order



Supporting 
writing: re-
ordering and 
completing 
sentences



Make as many new sentences as you possibly can using  words 
from each of these columns:

You should walk to class
talk in class

write
eat your food

read your book
cross the road

put your clothes on
help other people

happily.
quietly.

carefully.
nicely.
slowly.
quickly.
silently.
noisily.
neatly.

You shouldn’t

Supporting 
writing: using a 

substitution frame



Supporting 
writing: matching 

beginnings and 
ends of sentences



Supporting 
writing: re-
ordering and 
completing 
sentences



Supporting 
writing: 

providing 
pictures and an 

example for 
pupils to follow



Supporting 
writing: providing 
pictures and an 

example for 
pupils to follow



Supporting 
writing: providing 

pictures as a 
prompt for 

writing



Supporting 
writing: providing 
a writing frame



Supporting writing: 
transformation



Supporting 
writing: 

word banks



Let’s recap the techniques we 
have looked at:

1. Reordering words
2. Reordering and completing sentences

3. Substitution tables
4. Matching beginning and ending of sentences

5. Complete the template
6. Following examples

7. Prompts
8. Writing frames

9. Word banks



Discuss the different 
ways I have shown you 



A typical writing lesson
Introduction 

• Read and discuss an example of the text type you intend to focus on during the lesson

• Teacher does some shared or model writing

Main part of lesson

• Students work on their own writing independently or with a buddy, using the writing 

frame provided. You may decide to give different students different levels of writing 

frames depending on their ability.

Closure

• Get the students together to listen to each other’s writing and give each other 

constructive feedback. This is your opportunity to value your students’ work.



Imagery Poetry  
my thanks to Gillian Clarke

http://www.gillianclarke.co.uk/gc2017/

http://www.gillianclarke.co.uk/gc2017/


1.Make a list of words that describe the object.
2.Think of something completely different that could be 

described by that word.
3.Look at the second list – can you see any objects / 

themes / ideas that are emerging from that list?  For 
example, in the above poem, although the children were 
describing the sea they began to imagine it as a burglar.

4.Once you have decided on that idea you build a poem 
using words you have already got, and adding some, to 
create that image.

5.Read and refine as many times as is needed.

Shared
 poetry 
writing

 



Encouraging 
writers

Writer’s 
Toolkit

Make your own 
Writer's Toolkit.pub
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Two things you learnt today and one thing 
you wish you had learnt 

Review your own learning



If you have any questions following 

today’s session, please contact me

jayne.morgan@uwtsd.ac.uk



Links

https://www.nomoremarking.com/products/apw?countryCode=GB

https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/

https://www.nomoremarking.com/products/apw?countryCode=GB
https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/
https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/
https://www.roswilsoned.com/talk-write/
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Helping you to meet the 
QTS standards

Pedagogy: Advancing
Exploiting subject 
disciplines in areas of 
learning

The student-teacher demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of relevant pedagogies and disciplines 
within and across subject content, areas of learning and cross-curricular themes, and plans appropriately

Four purposes for 
learner

The student-teacher demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of the needs of all learners in planning, 
preparation and teaching, ensuring that the four purposes are the drivers for learners’ experiences.

Blended learning 
experiences

The student-teacher understands the selection, use and justification of a range of imaginative approaches 
to meet pedagogic challenges to the benefit of all learners

Real life, authentic 
contexts

The student-teacher demonstrates an understanding of the use of real life, authentic contexts for learning 
being provided as a natural part of the learning experience. This extends the learner’s cultural, linguistic, 
religious and socioeconomic experience and illustrates applications of concepts and abstracts in practice.

Progression in learning The student-teacher demonstrates an understanding of how learning develops incrementally and 
tangentially, building on prior experience and learning, and plans for progress in learning based on this

Crosscurricular themes The student-teacher knows, understands and engages with the principles of curriculum design and 
innovation, with development of cross-curricular themes relevant to areas of learning and justifies 
decisions.
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