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What happened
?

exactly

The Mystery



In 1587, approximately 110-120 English settlers sailed
from England to what was Roanoke Island, but is now Dare
County, North Carolina, in the United States of America.
These settlers were one of the first groups to include
women and children, as the individuals who traveled to
Roanoke Island wanted to immigrate to the land.

Due to a lack of resources, those who were in this
group of settlers (the colonists) asked their leader, John
White, to return to England to gather supplies. John White
later returned to the island in late 1590. He wasn’t able to
return immediately as England and Spain were at war at the
time. Once he returned, however, his fellow colonists had
disappeared. The only trace they left behind were a tree
with the letters “CRO” carved into it and the word
“CROATOAN” carved into a wooden fort fence post.




The photo below is a recreation of the
tree with "CRO" carved into it. The
replica is from a production of “The
Lost Colony”, which is a historical
outdoor drama written in 1937 in
North Carolina.

ey

The photo to the
right is the original
playbill from the
first production of
“The Lost Colony”
in 1937. The year
“1587” is listed
below as that was
the year that the
colonists sailed to
Roanoke.



For the artistic part of the
presentation, | created the iconic tree
stump from Roanoke’s Lost Colony. |
made this stump in “Minecraft”, which
is a popular game in which those using
the platform can create things using
blocks made of different materials. |
made the “CRO” tree using oak wood
since the original tree was an oak tree.
After | created the base of the tree, |
carved the wood where the colonists
did. | also added the letters “CRO” to
replicate the original tree.




What do the
archaeologists, historians,
and researchers think P e
happened to the colonists?

The Croatoan

Archaeological
Society, Inc.



e Croatan Native Americans (“council
town” Native Americans) lived on
the coastal parts of what is now the
state of North Carolina.

e They were a relatively small tribe
T h e O ry #1 that were said to have had some

members become “allies” to the
colonists.

The settlers joined the Croatan

Native American tribe. e Archaeologists have said that the
colonists moved to the mainland

with the Native Americans in order
to survive.




Photo information;

“Warrior of the Indians
in North Carolina” b
John White. 1585.

Theory #2

The settlers were attacked by
the Croatan Native American
tribe.

The same group of Native
Americans mentioned in Theory
#1 were said to have possibly
harmed the colonists.

The Croatan Native Americans
were known for hunting.
European settlers were also
known for instigating attacks on
the Native Americans.



Photo By
Library of
Congress

Theory #3

The settlers passed away due to
the lack of resources and/or tried
to sail back to England.

John White took three years to
return to the Roanoke Colony.

The colonists didn’t have
enough resources to survive on
their own.



Research

The Croatoan Archaeological Society, Inc. states that they are “a 501c3
nonprofit organization, founded in 2009, whose primary purpose is to
explore the history of Croatoan, modern-day Hatteras Island, via the
methods of archaeology, while making it their utmost priority to protect
the interests of the native people and property owners. It is also their
mission to educate the public/community about Hatteras Island's
hidden history found in the layers of time.” “ﬁm ? “
(http://www.cashatteras.com/) B

Photo By:

The Croatoan
Archaeological
Society, Inc.



http://www.cashatteras.com/

Archaeological
Evidence

(via the Croatoan Archaeological
Society, Inc.
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e “Parts of swords, rings, writing
slates, gun parts, and glass are
found in the same layer of soil as
Native American pottery and
arrowheads.” (“The colonists
were never lost”, PBS North
Carolina)

e |t was said that there were
documents (such as diaries) from
the English colony of Jamestown
that show the Roanoke colony did
leave their camp to live with the
Native Americans.



The Discoveries

After studying the digs taken
place by the Croatoan Archaeological
Society Inc., “Theory #1” is the most
likely to have actually happened. This
is because this theory has evidence to
back up the idea that the colonists
joined the Croatan Native Americans.

Photos via the First Colony Foundation
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