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	NAME: Rhys Pullin
	STUDENT ID No.: 2236903

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should all frontline officers carry a Taser.
INTRODUCTION: 

I propose to research that should all frontline officers carry taser, The United Kingdom is one of the only countries that does not routinely arm Police officers. In the United Kingdom Violent crime is on the rise (Office for National Statistics, 2024). I believe that researching whether all officers carrying taser would give a better understanding of how officers deal with the situations they face, whether they are equipped to deal with the situation and how effective officers are given that currently taser is not carried by all frontline officers.

The Role of a Police officer is constantly changing, demand has increased whilst the perception and trust in the police has dropped (THE POLICE FOUNDATION, 2017). Frontline officers are faced with imminent risk daily and the number of recorded assaults on officers has grown year on year (Police Federation, 2023). In recent years there has been a spike in the number of weapons being used in the commission of crime, knives and sharp instruments make up the vast majority of these numbers however there has also been a steady increase of firearms within the United Kingdom (Office for National Statistics, 2024).


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Identify the perception of use of force and the use of taser.
· Evaluate the research around taser carrying officer’s vs non taser carrying officers.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will use online articles, journals and already published research. Government statistics will contribute towards the research however I have identified a gap within the research. There is a gap within the research of frontline officers and the use of force within UK Forces. I intend to bridge this research gap with the use of surveys.

University of south Wales  (2024). The truth about Tasers: what the statistics and research tell us  - University of South Wales. Available at: https://www.southwales.ac.uk/news/2024/august/the-truth-about-tasers-what-the-statistics-and-research-tell-us/. (Accessed: 1st February 2025) – Research has been completed into the use of taser and evaluated its use. Within the UK.

Johnson, L. (2023). Assaults on police – culture, legitimacy and risk. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/article/assaults-police-culture-legitimacy-and-risk. (Accessed: 1st February 2025) – Research that indicates the growing risk officers face daily within the UK and culture and perception surrounding UK police.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will conduct an anonymous survey which will be advertised through the forces intranet and be aimed frontline officers to gain an understanding of the perception of carrying taser. I will look to gather the perception of both carrying and non-carrying taser officers.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will look to gather the perception of both carrying and non-carrying taser officers via a general anonymous survey.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not believe there will be any ethical issues due to my research being an anonymous voluntary survey offered to Police Officers.

	TIME SCALE:
 I will look to complete the surveys within the next 1-3 months which will allow for the surveys to be completed and for me to analyse the findings.
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