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Monstrous Marginalia: The Meaning and Function of Hybrid and Grotesque Illustrations in the Fourteenth Century Psalter. (Working title)


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To explore the origins and development of hybrid and grotesque imagery to ascertain the meanings of these images.
· To determine the function of these images in Psalters’ from the Fourteenth Century.

· To establish what these images reveal about the Medieval mind and consciousness.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Monster, Hybrid and Grotesque illustrations occupy the margins of many Medieval manuscripts. The illustrations are extremely varied, although, traditional hybrid imagery such as those that appear in works such as the Travels of Sir John Mandeville, are replicated in many manuscripts. This study focusses on the monster, hybrid, and grotesque illustrations within Psalters from the Fourteenth century, primarily, The Luttrell Psalter, The Gorleston Psalter and The Macclesfield Psalter. This study aims to establish the meanings of these images by exploring the origins and development of hybrid and grotesque imagery, by exploring primary sources such as Pliny the Elders, Natural History. In doing so, the aim is to understand how these images function within the Psalter and how they relate to the psalms. The findings are expected to be that the illustrations were not intended to serve as a purely decorative function. Instead, they were intended to function in various ways, but primarily as devotional tools and act as a warning to the reader of potential spiritual dangers. These images provide a glimpse into the Medieval mind. Therefore, this study aims to explore the monsters from a psychoanalytic and a theoretical viewpoint to establish what these images reveal about the Medieval mind and consciousness.  
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