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[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay goes on to discuss the challenges of religion to the enlightenment ideals put forward by different enlightenment thinkers such as John Locke, David Hume and Voltaire. These challenges involve deism, atheism and miracles. Deism is a belief in a supreme being that does not intervene which challenges the idea of organized religion.  Atheism is when you lack the belief in a God or Gods which definitely challenges the idea of organized religion. Miracles also possess a challenge to organized religion as they don’t fit with the laws of nature and science. 
David Hume was a Scottish philosopher who challenged the idea of religion. For Hume, the idea that a reasonable man could believe in miracles was a contradiction in terms.[footnoteRef:1] Miracles themselves are seen as an event that is not explicable by natural or scientific laws. Therefore, for an enlightened thinker such as Hume miracles were seen as a problem as the enlightenment ideology was routed in science and philosophy. Miracles are an unknown quantity. They can’t be proven to be true but they can’t be proven to be false. They lack evidence that a rational man couldn’t find. Therefore, to an enlightenment thinker such as Hume, established religion goes against reason and poses the idea that religion and enlightenment though cannot exist simultaneously as they are a contradiction. Enlightenment ideals exist with reason and miracles exist without reason. [1:  Roy Porter, the Enlightenment, (New York: Palgrave, 2001,) P.30.] 

Hume could also be described as an atheist and therefore creates issues with him challenging established authority religion as he already doesn’t believe in god. In his essay ‘of miracles’ Hume starts by challenging the idea of catholic mass as unreasonable as it confounds ‘the clear evidence of a man’s senses.’[footnoteRef:2] Empirical theory is based on experience rather than theory and Knowledge can only be acquired from experience. the empirical argument is used by Hume to help discredit all Christian miracles. As the enlightenment teachings show that reason and knowledge is empirical and that miracles go against this idea as there is no solid evidence to support miracles. Furthermore, with no empirical evidence to support miracles, it implies that there is no empirical evidence to support religion.  [2:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the enlightenment; a sourcebook and reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P.71.] 

In conclusion David Hume, an enlightenment thinker presents the challenge of miracles in established religion against the ideas of the enlightenment. The main challenge Hume presents is the lack of evidence that miracles show.
[bookmark: _Hlk526259565]Voltaire, a French philosopher is one of the leading enlightenment thinkers of the 18th century. The challenges he put forward to established religion were religious tolerance and deism. 
Voltaire’s challenge to established religion is unlike many philosophers and scientists as he fought against religious intolerance and persecution. Whilst Voltaire is not so critical towards established religion he is ‘highly critical of organised religion and the superstition, ignorance and cruelties that it perpetrated[footnoteRef:3].   [3:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the Enlightenment; a source book and it’s reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P.75.] 

Voltaire whilst educated by Jesuits and highly critical of organised religion turned his beliefs to deism. It was highly likely that Voltaire was a deist. A deist is having the belief in the existence of a supreme being, specifically of a creator that does not intervene in the universe and furthermore has no connections with religion including religious books and buildings. This is important to note when challenging established religion as the idea of deism challenges Catholicism by rendering the use of religious texts unnecessary to the belief in a God.
Voltaire also believed in the idea of natural religion, a belief in the existence of a rational, benevolent god.[footnoteRef:4] However, Voltaire’s religious beliefs did shift when he suffered a loss of faith following the Lisbon earthquake in 1755 which claimed the lives of mass innocents. This led Voltaire to be highly critical of established religion. My interpretation of this is Voltaire couldn’t understand why god wasn’t more involved in the world god had created and how he could let so many innocent people die. Furthermore, on the subject of the Lisbon earthquake Voltaire undermined organised religion on the grounds that such a tragedy is inconsistent with a belief in a benevolent and omnipotent Christian God.[footnoteRef:5] The challenge with religion when it comes to tragedy is how can a kind and helpful being with unlimited power allow these tragedies to happen. Voltaire’s solution is deism.  [4:  Roy Porter, the Enlightenment, (New York: Palgrave, 2001,) P.31.]  [5:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the enlightenment; a sourcebook and reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P.76.] 

In 1695 John Locke published a book called the reasonableness of Christianity. The idea of a ‘reasonable Christianity’ which would be to recast Christianity into a way acceptable to rational people meant that a questioning of the status and authority of the bible was to be a major by-product of the attempt to establish ‘reasonable’ Christianity.[footnoteRef:6] This shows the challenge that is put forward by Locke about established religion is if you add rationality, what are you left with. Enlightenment thinking is about equality, but it is also about an enlightened society.  [6:  Dorinda Outram, the Enlightenment, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2013) P.11.] 

A challenge that comes from Locke’s argument of a reasonable Christianity is that an unreasonable Christianity lacks rationality. Philosophes like John Locke, aimed their ideals at the educated individuals and not at the ordinary masses as they feared the mob. The ordinary masses were as Locke implied unreasonable and lacking rationality. An example of the mob taking enlightenment ideals and interpreting them into their own concepts was shown by the events of the French revolution in 1789 where members of the ordinary masses had turned on some of these enlightenment thinkers. Therefore, by showing that enlightenment ideas can be lost by the emergence of the ‘mob’ and the idea of taking away established religion from the ‘mob’ where most of the ordinary masses follow it is risky. Basically, if you were to establish ‘reasonable’ Christianity it would fail for the general masses as the ‘unreasonable’ Christianity is where their faith comes from and taking that away leads to uncertainty as there is the question of what is left for the masses to put their faith in. 
John Locke also challenges established religion through the reason that it lacks empirical knowledge. This coincides with the ideas of rationality. An enlightened being cannot accept religion through the lack of empirical evidence religion provides.
Isaac Newton a scientist and mathematician work on the mathematical principles of natural philosophy had an unprecedented impact on enlightenment thinking. Newton himself was a Christian and regarding established religion he put forward his ideas relating to science and math and argued that this was proof of God’s existence and that he was still concerned with the happenings of his creation. However, some philosophers and scientists took Newtons work and interpreted it as showing God’s distance from his creation.[footnoteRef:7] This also supports the idea of deists which put forward challenges to established religion.  [7:  Dorinda Outram, the Enlightenment, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2013) P.124.] 

‘Newton did not intend his work to undermine faith in God’[footnoteRef:8] although other scientists and philosophes did question the compatibility of science and religion. ‘He often used his theories as evidence of god’s rational design of nature’. [footnoteRef:9] For Newton science and religion were compatible and science was used to prove newton’s theory of God and religion. [8:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the enlightenment; a sourcebook and reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P. 37.]  [9:  Hyland, et-al, P. 37.] 

In Isaac Newton’s principia where he wrote out his mathematical and scientific principles, he also spoke about his religious belief being a devout Christian. He goes on to say that ‘The supreme god is a being eternal, infinite, absolutely perfect and from his true dominion it follows that the true god is a living, intelligent, and powerful being. He is not eternity and infinity, but eternal and infinite; he is not duration or space but endures and is present.’ What I understand from Newton’s writings is that his scientific work corresponds with his own belief in God. A challenge that Newton presents is that he writes that God is present. Many enlightenment thinkers that are religious do not share the same sentiment as they cannot understand why god would allow so much suffering. However, for enlightenment thinkers Newton hoped his scientific writings would lead people to think and believe in god.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Steven E. Jones, A Brief Survey of Sir Isaac Newton’s Views on Religion; A meshing of science and faith in God, www.https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/converging-paths-truth/brief-survey-sir-isaac-newtons-views-religion , (accessed 8th October 2018)] 

Newton argued that it was the same religion that was restored from time to time by God because men deviated from this true religion.[footnoteRef:11] This puts forward a challenge to established religion by implying that ‘man’ can never fully be able to understand God as each person interprets his teachings differently.  [11:  Steven E. Jones, A Brief Survey of Sir Isaac Newton’s Views on Religion; Newton Predicts a Restoration of the True Gospel, www.https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/converging-paths-truth/brief-survey-sir-isaac-newtons-views-religion , (accessed 8th October 2018)] 

Jean Jacques Rousseau provided an unusual challenge as an enlightened thinker towards established religion with the knowledge of Rousseau’s profound faith in god.  Although whilst in support of religion Rousseau had caused offensive to both catholic and protestant churches with his argument of natural education and religion based upon the belief of that ‘all first impulses of nature are good and right’.[footnoteRef:12] Rousseau’s challenge against religion is that it shouldn’t be taught until adulthood as children can’t choose for themselves. Religion that is taught from a young age is installed in a child so there is the reasoning that even if they freely choose religion it is a result of growing up experiencing religion rather than being able to freely choose religion. [12:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the enlightenment; a sourcebook and reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P.83.] 

Jean Jacques Rousseau put forward the notion that piety was emotional and spiritual rather than intellectual.[footnoteRef:13] Rousseau is implying religion should be free of bishops and priests and rather should focus on personal religious experience. Rousseau’s challenge is that the church institution determines what is taught and how it is interpreted rather than being able to freely choose how you personally interpreted religious teachings. Religion should be separate from the state. Furthermore, enlightenment ideals and religion could co-exist by Rousseau’s standards as religion is interpreted personally and by that reasoning science and enlightenment thought could also be interpreted to exist alongside religion.  [13:  Roy Porter, the Enlightenment, (New York: Palgrave, 2001,), P.32.] 

Rousseau denouncing the materialist doctrines of philosophes contradicts most enlightenment thinkers when discussing the challenges of established religion. Rousseau is arguing against the belief that the spiritual world does not exist and only the physical world matters.
Edward Gibbon provided an interesting argument against established religion in his book the decline and fall of the roman empire. He criticized the idea of state religion which happened under emperor Constantine’s reign where he had converted to Christianity and applied Christianity to his empire. Gibbon also went on to criticise Christianity as the cause of the fall of the roman empire.
Personally, Edward Gibbon’s argument against established religion is curious in the reason that Gibbon had converted to roman Catholicism. My interpretation of these is that religion can only be a personal experience and cannot be applied to mass groups. State religion is essentially the reason why an empire falls. Consequentially in his later years he was accepted back into the protestant church. 
In the text of the decline and fall of the roman empire Gibbon was to provide a famous account of the rise of early Christianity as a purely human organisation. [footnoteRef:14] Fundamentally, Gibbon is alluding that Christianity was created by the church as a way to control the masses rather than an organisation created by God.  [14:  Dorinda Outram, the Enlightenment, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2013) P.126.] 

 Gibbon has created controversy within the church in his account of the early Christians as a bunch of poor, irrational, intolerant, philistine, anti-social, hypocritical and miserable fanatics.[footnoteRef:15] Not only is this a seemingly harsh criticism of all Christians but he is generalising that all Christians were like his description, along with very little evidence to back this up. Furthermore, Gibbon went on to say that ‘these beliefs and practices were useless to mankind’. This challenges organised religion 	because these practises were not useless in a spiritual sense as it gave the ordinary masses hope, peace and in some way a sense of understanding. 		 [15:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the enlightenment; a sourcebook and reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P.59.] 

Baron Holbach was born into German aristocracy before settling in Paris and became known as a French philosopher who contributed to one of the most important enlightenment texts, the French encyclopaedia. 
Argued against organised religion in his treatise the systeme de la nature that men should abandon religion completely to reconcile themselves with nature.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Dorinda Outram, the Enlightenment, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2013) P.117.] 

Holbach also claimed that the world was split into two minds, the primitive and the mature. The primitive mind believed in souls and angels, devils and witches, and other childish fantasies. Mature reason proved that none of these existed.[footnoteRef:17] To Holbach the primitive mind was those who believed in religion and the mature reason came from those who understand enlightenment ideals. [17:  Roy Porter, the Enlightenment, (New York: Palgrave, 2001,) P. 30.] 

Holbach had some very strong views against religion including the opinion that Atheism and morality were compatible, whereas religion and virtue were not.[footnoteRef:18] Enlightenment thinkers are implied as atheist and therefore have a greater sense of morality then religious people who according to Holbach possess no sense of morality and virtue.  [18:  Paul Hyland, et-al, the enlightenment; a sourcebook and reader, (Oxford, Routledge, 2003) P.87.] 

He went on to say that notions of god and all other religious ideas are unnecessary and contrary to common sense. Religion has no place in an enlightenment world as enlightenment thought uses reason and religion apparently means you lack common sense and they are not compatible. 
In conclusion Holbach provided a serious challenge to organised religion as he was extremely anti-religious in a way that shocked many other enlightenment thinkers. 
[bookmark: _Hlk526426425]Denis Diderot was a French philosopher who was central in the organising and writing of the French Encyclopedie. In terms of challenging established religion, Diderot didn’t really challenge religion in a very specific way like most enlightenment thinkers. However, when writing and publishing the Encyclopedie he did challenge established religion by putting forward what was at the time very radical views against religion which deeply offended the church and the French state. 
In conclusion there is a mixed view on enlightenment thought and whether it is compatible with religion. Some people such as Isaac newton argue in their works that religion and God is explained by math and science. Other such as Holbach argue that religion is not compatible with enlightenment thought as it meant you lacked common sense if you supported both. 
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