“Let them see and judge which has the most force: the vow a father makes on behalf of his son, or the vow a son makes on his own behalf, especially when it is a vow of something better. Let your servant and law giver, Benedict, judge which is the more in order, a vow made for a child when it is too young to know anything about it, or the vow he makes afterwards when he is of an age to speak for himself. However, there was no doubt that the boy was only promised to Cluny without any formal oblation, for the petition prescribed in the Rule was not made by his parents, nor was the hand bound in the altar cloth and offering made before witnesses.”
	(Bernard, Letter to Robert)
Bernard of Clairvaux was an influential monk in the Cistercian Order and Abbot of Clairvaux. The letter is written in 1119 to Bernard's nephew who had begged him to allow him to join the order but was stopped by Bernard until he was of age two years later, but after joining was persuaded to return to Cluny due to an oath made by his parents as a child. The crux of the matter is, the battle of oaths between Robert as a child oblate of Cluny and a vow he made to the Cistercians himself. The letter dictates that Robert has an oath to the Cistercian Order and by leaving to Cluny he is breaking that oath and will be therefore, condemned by God. The letter indicates Bernard's anger, "and full of hurt pride"[footnoteRef:1] at this development particularly towards his nephew as well as the Cluniac's who persuaded him.  [1:  Gillian Rosemary Evans, Bernard of Clairvaux, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), p.10.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The rivalry between the Cluniac's and the Cistercians can be seen in Bernard's other writings as in the Apologia which was written in 1125. In this, he details his critiques of the Cluniac Order and therefore, presenting how the Cistercians were the superior Order. The anger from Bernard seems to also stem towards the prior of Cluny for seducing Robert away and being a, "wolf in sheep's clothing",[footnoteRef:2] which is Bernard making a bible reference from Mathew 7:15, therefore, implying the Cluniac's are sinners pretending to be holy men. This rivalry seems to stem from the Cluniac's and the Cistercians being some of the biggest orders in the twelfth century and the Cistercians overtaking the Cluniac's in popularity. The rivalry also stems from the fact that the founders left the Cluniac abbey of Molesome and due to the oath made by the first abbot of Citeaux they had to return.  The writings in the Apologia can be seen to present the anger and betrayal that Bernard still felt at Robert's leaving. Even in the letter, the rivalry can be seen as Bernard describes the vow made to Clairvaux "a vow of something better",[footnoteRef:3] therefore, presenting that he thinks the vow made to Clairvaux is more important than that made to Cluny.  [2:  Bernard of Clairvaux, The Letters of St Bernard of Clairvaux, ed. trans by Bruno S. James, (Gloucestershire: Sutton Publishing Ltd, 1998) p.3.  ]  [3:  Ibid p. 6. ] 

The vow is important as it is a sacred vow therefore breaking it is unholy. The argument which Bernard makes is that it was his parents who made the vow and not Robert, however, because Robert himself made a vow to Clairvaux he is therefore expected to uphold it. It is interesting the vow supposedly made by Roberts parents as a child oblate as historian Bruno James describes oblation as an "informal expression of purpose".[footnoteRef:4] Therefore, Cluny did not need to take Robert as Bernard states in this letter that they took the land but not the boy.[footnoteRef:5] This is because child oblates did not necessarily always go into the church when they came of age as they were given a choice, whether they stayed in the Order or not. As Terrance G Kardong, points out evidence suggests that "at that time, parents could enrol a son in the clerical order at a young age, but at age eighteen the boy had to make a choice: he could choose celibacy and major orders, or he could choose marriage and minor orders".[footnoteRef:6] Also, as stated previously Bernard viewed Clairvaux as superior to Cluny therefore, the vow made to the Cistercians he argues holds more precedent and therefore has more right to be upheld. Furthermore, concerning the vow Bernard says that "nor was the hand bound in the altar cloth and offering made before witnesses",[footnoteRef:7] presenting how the vow was not a formal vow like James says and therefore showing that the vow does not have legal precedence as it was not performed as the Rule of St Benedict dictates it should. The vow is also seen to hold less standing as Bernard says, "a vow made for a child when it is too young to know anything about it, or the vow he makes afterwards when he is of an age to speak for himself",[footnoteRef:8] presenting that Robert was too young to make a binding vow, but since he was of age when he made the vow in Clairvaux he is, therefore, obliged to carry it out as he had full knowledge of what the vow was and meant when he made it. Therefore, Bernard is portraying how the way that the Cistercians follow the rule of St Benedict is better than how the monks of Cluny follow the Rule.  Therefore, another indication that Cluny is in fact not following the Rule of St Benedict as they should further proving the Cistercian supremacy.  [4: James, S. Bruno, Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1957), p. 34.]  [5:  Bernard of Clairvaux, The Letters, p.6.  ]  [6:  Terrence G. Kardong, Benedict's Rule: A Translation and Commentary, (Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 1996) p. 492.]  [7:  Bernard of Clairvaux, The Letters, p.6.]  [8:  Ibid.] 

In conclusion, this extract provides a look into the rivalry between the Cluniac's and the Cistercians as well as highlighting a great loss to Bernard of Clairvaux, as he lost one of his own to the Cluniac's. Bernard also presents the Cluniac's as beneath the Cistercians as they do not follow the Rule as they did not provide a proper ceremony of oblation for Robert and yet, they claim his as their own. The extract also provides the importance of a vow in the church as "Let your servant and law giver, Benedict, judge which is the more in order"[footnoteRef:9] implying that Robert shall be punished for not upholding the vow to the Cistercians.  This also provides context for other works of Bernard like the Apologia where he also criticises the Cluniac’s and their way of life.    [9:  Ibid.  ] 
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