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Man and the Advances of the Technological Sublime
Introduction
My exhibition is all about the technological advances of mankind, and the disasters we cause by lack of foresight, ignorance or greed. I chose to do my exhibition on this aspect of the technological sublime, as we live in a world of rapidly changing technological and industrial capabilities. However, as it has always been throughout history, with any advancement comes consequences that are often unseen or kept hidden from the general public. A prime example of this is the fossil fuel company Exxon, keeping knowledge on fossil fuel’s effects on  our climate hidden since July 1977.
“if any Human being earnestly desire to push on to new discoveries instead of just retaining and using the old; to win victories over Nature as a worker rather than over hostile critics as a disputant; to attain, in fact, to clear and demonstrative knowledge instead of attractive and probable theory; we invite him as a true son of science to join our ranks.” -- Francis Bacon, Novum Organum, 1620
“… Despite Chernobyl, Bhopal, the Exxon Valdez and Three Mile Island – three disasters and a near-cataclysm whose names have become synonymous with catastrophe – in general usage the English language has no pejorative connotations of the words “science”. -- Samuel R. Smith, 1999
The two above quotes, showcase when aspects of science becomes something we associate with the technological sublime, as well as the change in mankind’s perception of science over the centuries. I want the pieces I have chosen to evoke that sense of awe found in artworks that one would relate with the natural sublime, but with a twist – this will be awe at what we do to ourselves and the planet we live on.

Context
Greed is an exceptionally common trait in our modern society, whether it’s excessive consumerism, ignorance to our future generations or simply leeching the planet of it’s resources and refusal to deal with any of the side effects.
In densely populated areas, the technological sublime is gradually replacing the natural. In decades past the human connection to the natural sublime has been strong and readily available, but now only those living in rural areas like the country have access to that connection. Crystal clear blue seas are now turning into murky waters filled with pollutants and rubbish. The waste from the gadgets that we use to further isolate ourselves from the world outside is filled with toxic chemicals and metals, causing untold damage to those in the economically deprived areas used as dumping grounds for your old iPhone.
“Waste has become a defining, yet often unspoken, problem in information society. Scientists at the United Nations University in Tokyo do life cycle analyses of high tech devices in order to enumerate the amount resources used in their production and they estimate that 240 kilograms of fossil fuel, 22 kilograms of chemicals, and 1500 kilograms of water are required to make every desktop computer.” – R Kuehr and E Williams, 2003
A photographer that I feel has an excellent image to showcase the side effects from E waste is Kai Löffelbein who has extensively photographed various E waste dump sights in poorer parts of the world particularly countries in Africa and deprived areas in China and Asia.
The dumping of E waste is something perpetrated by many, with little realization to the extent of the damage caused. It is sad to think that E waste and the London Smog are the most ‘innocent’ aspects of my exhibition, despite their difficult to identify death count. The other 3 photographs are all disasters caused directly by a focus on greed and ignorance, rather than what is right and safe. 
One of my pictures is from the aftermath of the Bhopal gas tragedy. Whilst the cause of the disaster is still debated, Union Carbide Corporation (UCC), the owners of the plant have yet to be legally charged for the disaster, and it looks like they will never see legal action taken against them. This could be due to the fact that the disaster could have been caused by a disgruntled employee. 
By cataloguing a selection of photographs from these often horrific disasters, I hope to establish a connection between them. Their underlying link for all of them being that man is the sole one responsible for this. Though the immediate outcome may not be seen as the loss of human life, there are far reaching affects a decade or two down the line that are almost impossible to imagine in the early days for any of these disasters.

Artists and Artworks
I have selected my pieces to be shown in a chronological order, arranged by the year the photo was taken. I feel it illustrates the changes the world has seen as the potential for environmental and industrial disasters evolve over time. By having the visitors to the experience the photos in this order, I hope that it will have a profounder emotional impact and encourage the visitors to think about the future of our planet and people if we maintain or current views.
London Smog, Photographer unknown, 1952 – The smog landed in London from the 5th Dec to the 9th Dec. An estimate of 10,000 people died as a result of it. At this point in time, global pollution was the last thought on everybody’s mind, and there were no environmental standards to be held to. This is a situation in which enough people died that it caused there to be a drastic change in environmental regulations. The photo is a picture of a street in London. It is far from a recognizable image of London, the heavy layer of smog gives the photo a sombre feel, setting the tone for the rest of the exhibit.
[image: C:\Users\Jay\Downloads\Technological Sublime\London Smog.jpg]
Bhopal Gas Bodies, Photographer unknown, 1984 – Due to an unfortunate mix of what is speculated to be corporate negligence and one disgruntled employee, over 500,00 people were exposed to a deadly gas as a result of the leak. It is estimated that within 2 weeks, 8,000 had died as a result. The highest estimate of the death toll is 16,000, with roughly 550,000 suffering injuries as a result. In the photo we see survivors looking over rows of dead bodies. There is no dignity in the way the dead are laid out, a stark mirror to the manner in which they died as well.
[image: C:\Users\Jay\Downloads\Technological Sublime\Bhopal Gas Bodies.jpg]
Burning Oil Fields of Kuwait, Steve McCurry 1991 – Whilst the death toll on people is low in this case, it is the damage caused to the environment and it’s inhabitants that is the true tragedy here. The oil fields were burnt by the Iraqi military, in part response to Kuwait’s over production of oil which was damaging Iraq’s oil based income. Roughly 600 wells were set to the torch as well as various oil reserves and lakes. The picture has thick clouds of black smoke rising from a desert soaked in fire. The strongest aspect of the picture is the 3 camels. The mixture of the extreme destruction of the environment by man with the helpless camels taking centre frame shows the true victims of this disaster.
[image: C:\Users\Jay\Downloads\Technological Sublime\Kuwait.jpg]
Gulf of Mexico, Edward Burtynsky, 2010 – This is one of the cases where the death toll is something that we will feel in years to come. There have been no human deaths as a result of this, but the immense environmental damage caused by the oil spill is surely going destabilize our climate even further. Unfortunately, any human death as a result of the spill is going to be near impossible to trace back to the event, and will most likely be seen as just another by product of climate change. In the photo we see a ship, surrounded by the dark sludge of the oil infested waters. Though we can tell the ship is large, it feels exceptionally small when surrounded by the damage to the ocean.
[image: C:\Users\Jay\Downloads\Technological Sublime\Gulf of Mexico.jpg]
Chinese Electronic Waste, Kai Loffelbein, Date estimate 2010s  - Electronic waste is an environmental disaster in the making. With rapidly advancing technology, and electronics that are often easier and nearly cheaper to replace than repair, immense amounts of E waste is being shipped to impoverished countries. Though this allows them to make a living off of the E waste, it is incredibly dangerous to handle as well as the fact that the parts that don’t get scavenged are incredibly pollutive. In this case, there is damage being done to the people and the environment. E waste is a relatively new issue, and it will most likely have to take something similar to power of the London smog to change the way we treat are waste. In the photo there are 3 people sitting cross legged in front of an immense pile of electronic waste. The knowledge of how damaging it is whilst seeing these people who probably have no other option for reliable income is just another wrongdoing as a result of man’s abuse of the technological sublime.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\Jay\Downloads\Technological Sublime\Chinese E Waste.jpg]

Overall, these pictures represent how aspects of the technological sublime alter our lives and how we in turn attempt to alter it to our own gain, always at the expense of other people, animals and plants.
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