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Part B – Task 1
[bookmark: _Hlk531021851]This reflective essay is an overview about a 60 minute micro-teach lesson that I recently planned for a Key Stage 3 mixed ability group that I went on to deliver to other fellow students. This micro-teach lesson was based on the theme Industry and involved activities to reflect the theme in ways of Art and Design. I have tried to link my critical writing to the QTS standards by quoting them where necessary. Nicholas Addison and Lesley Burgess state that “Art, craft and design defines a set of practices that are fundamental to society, a network of useful, pleasurable, challenging and potentially transforming acts that shape the environment in which we live.” (Learning to Teach Art and Design in the Secondary School 3rd Edition, p.1, 2015).
Here, I will give a brief overview of the scheme of work that I planned which then led on to choosing one lesson to plan in detail and deliver to my group:
· Lesson 1 – Introduction to the theme ‘Industry’ by showing a PowerPoint and exploring objectives for the next 6-week scheme of work and intentions for the final piece. Introducing artists that pupils will be expected to research and include in sketchbooks during the lesson.
· Lesson 2 - PowerPoint stating objectives and expanding on the topic of Industry. Including explanations on the miner’s industry and the steelworks. Introduce two welsh artists and their work to expand on theme. Pupils expected to sketch or construct a design using paper and card, thinking about how this model will be used to later make with clay and be part of a group installation. 
· Lesson 3 – PowerPoint to touch upon the aspects of Health and Safety when working with clay. PowerPoint will include techniques and skills to expand knowledge within ceramics which will be followed by a demonstration. Pupils will be expected to reflect on the new techniques that they have learnt by recording them in their sketchbooks in order to refer back to them for help when they begin to construct their final piece from the design during the lesson.
· Lesson 4 – A lesson working individually on the final piece ready to construct into group installation. Teacher to assist with techniques to help pupils finish their clay pieces. Questions to be given to pupils to make sure they are on task. Group discussion and group participance to come up with sensible ideas of ways to construct and display the joint installation.
· Lesson 5 – Pupils to play around with paper designs that were made in lesson 2 to enable the class to discuss ideas for the installation and come to an agreement on how to present the work. PowerPoint showing different artists who work with installations to give ideas on the display of the final piece.
· Lesson 6 – This lesson is focussed on evaluating the group installation as well as individual work. Photos will be shown on a PowerPoint to help with evaluation. Handouts available that include questions and answers to help evaluate the artwork. Pupils to write about what went well and what could have gone better. Recap on last few lessons and what has been learnt about the steelworks and the mining industry.
Throughout the scheme of work, I have tried to include creative and fun ways to get the pupils learning while still including the specific requirements needed to meet standards. These include the literacy and numeracy framework and Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig. The scheme of work was aimed for a Key Stage 3 mixed ability class and I think it is important at this stage for the pupils to be intrigued and interested in the subject to be able to make important choices about the future. Making learning exciting as well as educational is extremely important at this stage. “Exploration, appreciation and enjoyment in art and design enriches learners’ personal and public lives.” (Welsh Assembly Government, p.10, 2008). This is the perfect example taken from Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales. “Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination by encouraging pupils to challenge assumptions, look at things in a new way, be receptive to new ideas and make informed judgments and practical decisions to communicate their ideas and feelings.” (Welsh Assembly Government, p.10, 2008).
The lesson that I chose to plan and deliver a 60 minute micro-teach lesson for was lesson 2. The objectives of this lesson were: 
· Be able to sketch an Idea.
· Be able to use collage to create a design.
· Be able to work with paper and card.
· To understand how to progress from this lesson.
I planned to expand the introduction lesson by following on with explaining the topic and theme of ‘Industry’ with the use of a PowerPoint. I included a starter activity which was a word search full of key words in Welsh that the pupils would have to find and figure out the translation in order to collect the right materials needed to complete the task in the lesson. This lesson was chance to create a design that would eventually be made out of clay to create a group installation. Pupils were expected to make a 3D design out of cardboard and paper which would also be constructed into a group installation at the end as an idea of the final outcome. The PowerPoint was intended to give explanations on the miner’s industry and the steelworks. I introduced two welsh artists in the lesson who were Valeri Ganz and Sarah Hopkins. I included a plenary in the lesson that involved recapping the objectives and having a group discussion and peer assessment.
The two Welsh artists that I chose were both artists that I found linked well with the theme of industry. I also thought they worked well with each other as they both work with the idea of Welsh Industry, looking at the steelworks and also the mine. This worked well with linking to the Curriculum Cymreig which is the Curriculum for Wales. “Two of the primary goals of the Curriculum Cymreig are (1) to help pupils appreciate the distinctive quality of living and learning in Wales and (2) to help pupils develop their own sense of Welshness.” (Learning Welshness, Kevin Smith, 2015). This worked with the requirement of Curriculum Cymreig as the pupils developed their knowledge of their local environment and culture. In art and design pupils are supposed to be given access to historical and contemporary Welsh art and design, which expands and helps with their creative activities states the Welsh Assembly Government.
I needed to include tasks for all abilities for the lessons as this was aimed for a mixed ability class. I should have looking into including tasks for the less able and more complicated tasks for the more able to reach their full potential. “...in our work with teachers we have found that the concept of ‘differentiation’ is regularly raised as an issue. It is raised in the context of ‘we are told that we have to differentiate but we want or need support in how to do it well’.” (Differentiation in Teaching and Learning, Tim O’Brian and Dennis Guiney, p.1, 2000). I found this to be true before working on my professional practice. When writing the scheme of work for my micro-teach I found that I didn’t know enough on the topic to be able to include it a great deal within my work. Although since my placement I feel as though I have started to understand a lot better how this is important and the best ways to apply them to the lesson.
I believe that throughout the scheme of work I managed to include subject specific elements such as literacy and numeracy requirements. This was sometimes shown by peer assessment tasks or through proportion and scale when drawing and designing.  The Literacy and Numeracy Framework is designed to help literacy and numeracy be a daily aspect within every subject. The LNF has a set of skills that they expect learners to develop and become accomplished in. These are: 
· Oracy across the curriculum
· Reading across the curriculum
· Writing across the curriculum
Numeracy skills are:
· Developing numerical reasoning
· Using data skills
· Using measuring skills
· Using number skills
Within art and design, it is hard to think that numeracy and literacy can be included in every lesson although you can include it in everything the pupils do on a day to day basis in the classroom. Just adding a simple starter and plenary task can add literacy to the lesson and a simple measuring task will add numeracy to the lesson.














Part B – Task 2
Scheme of Work:
A scheme of work is a structured plan designed for a period of time that is followed day by day to ensure targets are met within a series of work. It is most common within an academic course such as teaching. In this case I had to create a scheme of work for my micro-teach lesson as a trial run before going on to the real thing within a school environment. I believe my scheme of work is well structured in that sense as each lesson follows on from the next, just gathering extra knowledge every time ready to put into practice for a final outcome. For this to reflect every lesson through the scheme of work I have to continuously revise my subject knowledge. “S2.1 They have a secure knowledge and understanding of the subject they are trained to teach.  For those qualifying to teach at Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and post-16 levels this knowledge and understanding should be at a standard equivalent to degree level.” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). 
I feel that every lesson in my scheme of work requires more understanding from pupils in order to carry on with the project, because of this it creates the opportunity for pupils to energise their knowledge and turn this knowledge into skills by following the plan. “S3.1.2 They use these teaching and learning objectives to plan lessons, and sequences of lessons, showing how they will assess learners’ knowledge, skills and understanding.  They take account of and support learners’ varying needs so that all those they teach can make good progress.” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). Although I found my scheme of work to be successful, after being on placement and putting my practice to the test, I have found that the scheme of work is the structure of every single lesson and it has to be extremely details in order to get the best out of the pupils and out of every lesson that is planned around it.
Lesson plan:
My idea of a successful lesson plan would be broken down into individual sections making it clear of all the key components. Some examples of these would be learner context, differentiation and learning specifics. “S3.1.4 They take part in, and contribute to, teaching teams, as appropriate to the school.  Where applicable, they plan for the deployment of additional adults who support learning in children and young people.” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). I found that my lesson plan portrayed this structure although whilst practicing in the classroom I have now found that the lesson may have needed to be broken down slightly for a Kay Stage 3 group to enable them to work individually and understand the task without constant reassurance. Timing is a main component of a good lesson plan. When delivering the micro-teach lesson I thought the timing worked well although putting this lesson into practice with a Key Stage 3 group would definitely put strain on the time as I believe they would take a lot longer to finish the task than my fellow PGCE group did on the day. 	
Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig:
During my micro-teach lesson I included Welsh artists and related these to the theme by also using two welsh industries which were Port Talbot Steelworks and Welsh Mining. This was following Curriculum Cymreig by showing pupils the success that comes out of Wales and exploring the aspects of our country. “Less than 40% of the pupils surveyed in our research agreed that school helped them appreciate living in Wales or develop their own sense of Welshness. These results call into question the effectiveness of the Curriculum Cymreig in meeting its goals and its role for promoting Welshness as a component of citizenship education in Wales.” (Learning Welshness, Smith, 2015). 
During my micro-teach lesson, pupils were given the opportunity to develop understanding of the cultural aspects of an industry as well as the environmental aspects of Wales. I also brought the welsh language into my lesson to improve on the linguistic characteristics of Wales. I did this by welcoming the pupils in Welsh, taking the register in Welsh and including Welsh key words and phrases throughout the lesson. This is something I am especially trying to explore and expand on in my professional practice as a main part of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig. The more I teach, the more Welsh I try to include in lessons. This is something that I intend to improve on day by day and include more and more welsh language for both myself and the pupils to interact with. 
The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework:
a) Literacy – “Learners develop their communication skills across the curriculum through the skills of oracy, reading, writing and wider communication” (Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales, p.6, 2008).
Stated by the Welsh Assembly Government from the document National Curriculum for Wales, in art and design, learners develop wider skills through literacy by expressing ideas and emotions. An example of doing this would be responding to the work of others by peer assessment or responding to the work of a famous artists through communication of talking or writing. 
When planning the lesson, I included activities in order for the pupils to reach set goals of literacy within oracy, reading and writing. This was done by including a starter activity like a word search that all pupils had to participate in and use to read and write. Questioning and Answering was given throughout the lesson also to ensure class was on task. I believe I included literacy within my micro-teach lesson although I feel after taking my planning into practice in a professional environment, there could have been a lot more literacy included in this plan such as written peer assessment or including strategies such as ERIC (Everybody Reads in Class) which is a school target in the placement that I am now on. This is put to practice by getting the pupils to read off the board instead of the teacher reading everything to them each lesson. This improves the literacy skills within the classroom even if the pupils aren’t writing.
b) Numeracy – “Learners develop their number skills across the curriculum by using mathematical information, calculating, and interpreting and presenting findings.” (Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales, p.7, 2008) Stated by the Welsh Government Assembly in the National Curriculum for Wales, in art and design, learners can use measurement as a number skill as it includes aspects such as proportion, patterns, shapes and scale that can be found in most creative activities. “S3.2.3 They are able to assess learners’ progress accurately using, as relevant, the Foundation Phase Outcomes, National Curriculum level descriptions, National Curriculum outcomes, criteria from national qualifications, the requirements of awarding bodies or objectives from the relevant guidance.  They may have guidance from an experienced teacher where appropriate.” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). I feel numeracy is an important aspect to include in the classroom although during my micro-teach lesson I don’t think I used it to its full potential. From gaining experience in the classroom I have now found simple and obvious ways to include numeracy within art. It can be something very simple such as concentrating on the skills of ‘Proportion’ or working on the scale of a drawing. Simple aspects like this can massively improve on numeracy skills in the classroom whilst doing art. This is definitely something that I intend to improve on during the coming weeks of my PGCE.
The Skills Framework – Thinking:
“Learners develop their thinking skills across the curriculum through the processes of Planning, Developing and Reflecting.” (Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales, p.6, 2008)
In terms of thinking, during my microteach lesson I included aspects where the pupils had to think for themselves in order to come up with a design that will then be made from a different and more complicated material. This would require pupils to think logically about the design and expand their knowledge of figuring out if the design was suitable and achievable with the other material, in this case being clay. According to the National Curriculum for Wales, in art and design, learners plan, develop and reflect on their creative activities with the use of information and resources. Developing the ability to recognise similarities or differences to make unlikely connections and take advantage of the unexpected.
I created opportunities for pupils to plan their work and plan a group installation between them which they went on to develop during the lesson. Reflection was a main aspect that was applied at the end of the lesson which included a group discussion and a group critique on the work. Not forgetting time to reflect back on learning objectives that were given at the beginning of the lesson. If I was to do this lesson differently, I would definitely include more reflection time by maybe adding in a literacy plenary which would require a written reflection on how the lesson went and what skills they managed to achieve. This is something that I am now including in my professional practice while on placement and expanding on every day.
Differentiation:
“Through the process of differentiation, they can be consistently and confidently matched to learning needs and this allows the pace of progression to increase.” (Differentiation in teaching and learning - Principles and Practice, p.3, 2001).
Differentiation is something that is important in every lesson when dealing with a mixed ability group. This defines targets for each individual person in order for them to achieve their full potential. Targets would be given to accommodate both able and less able pupils during the lesson, pushing the able learners as high as they can possibly go while accommodating the less able but still pushing them to their potential. In my micro-teach lesson I feel as if this was something that I needed to improve on. It is something that I am now putting to practice on my placement in order to improve and push pupils as much as I possibly can. Within all ability classes it is important to include differentiation targets although it is more important in the mixed ability classes as you may find pupils not reaching their full potential. Ways I could have improved this in my micro-teach lesson would be to modify aspects like worksheets and providing more of a structured main task for the less able pupils. This topic is something that I need to achieve to reach the QTS standard; “S3.3.4 They differentiate their teaching to meet the needs of learners, including the more able and talented, and those with special educational needs. They may have guidance from an experienced teacher where appropriate.” (Welsh Government, 2009).
Equality of Educational opportunity:
“S1.1 They understand the diverse learning needs of learners and endeavour to provide the best possible education for them to maximise their potential, whatever their individual aspirations, personal circumstances or cultural, linguistic, religious and ethnic backgrounds.” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). The scheme of work that I have planned for the micro-teach would most definitely appeal to both boys and girls, making learning fun for both genders. I included two female artists in my visual resources which wasn’t intentional although by adding a male artist this would create a more educational approach by showing pupils equal opportunities. One thing I would improve on this aspect would be to include a representation of art from other cultures other than a Welsh culture, this would create knowledge of not only Wales but of other countries also.  This is something I am now including in my professional practice to expand the knowledge of the pupils I am teaching. 


Health and Safety:
Health and Safety is one of the most important aspects with teaching and using materials in the classroom. It is a teacher’s responsibility to ensure health and safety is carried out throughout the lesson to ensure pupils are safe. Sharp objects and hazardous materials should be pointed out and talked about before putting pupils at risk of injuring themselves. If using objects such as scissors and knives, these should be counted in at the end to ensure that no pupil has them leaving the classroom in case of injury. I think this aspect could have been improved during my lesson as I did little planning and health and safety demonstration with my micro teach lesson. This is something I am trying to achieve in my practice by planning health and safety talks with my pupils and creating rules in the classroom.
To conclude I found my micro-teach lesson to be a success and feel I have included a lot of the QTS standards to hit targets and requirements. This was a critical review of my lesson and scheme of work which I intend to improve on now that I am in full time professional practice. I intend to keep up the positive attitude from my micro teach lesson and improve day by day by following professional standards and requirements, making sure to hit targets I set myself and have been set for me.
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	OBJECTIVES
(relate to QTS Standards
 where appropriate).
	
	ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN
	
	SUCCESS
	CRITERIA
	
	TARGET
	DATE

	
S1: Professional Values and Practice





S2: Knowledge and Understanding

	
1) Continue to have a professional attitude during my practice.
2) Use enthusiasm and excellent manner to promote motivation.





1) Build on subject knowledge and develop effective strategies for delivering Art and Design.
2) Research into techniques of teaching Art and Design while putting into practice what I have researched.

	
1) I will know when I have reached these goals when I see pupils motivated by what I am teaching them and when they feel excited to get on with individual work. 
2) Observation notes will help me to keep improving.


1) I will know when I have reached these goals when I know a lot more about the subject and am able to take many different approaches and techniques to teaching Art and Design.
2) Observation notes will help me to keep improving.
	
By the end of my first week of professional practice.








Half way through my first placement – I will need this time to gain more subject knowledge.

	
S3.1: Teaching: Planning, Expectations and Targets





S3.2: Teaching: Monitoring and Assessment















S3.3: Teaching: Teaching and Class Management

	
1) Work on the structure of the lesson and evaluate to see what would work better with more planning.
2) Break the lesson down in sections to bring the group back together to reinforce targets.



1) Work on differentiation tasks to accommodate less able pupils.
2) Work on involving the vulnerable pupils to take part in answering questions.
3) Provide detailed examples and ideas to individuals who need it within a mixed ability class as some pupils need more help than others e.g. ALN.
4) Pick on a specific pupil to answer a specified question rather than asking them to raise their hands.


1) Work on organised clearing up time.
2) Work on managing a larger class when thinking of model making and materials.
3) Give specific responsibility to individuals to act as monitors for collecting equipment.
4) More planning with use of space and time managing a larger group.
	

1) An evaluation will help me improve each lesson by trying different approaches like breaking the lesson into sections and seeing if this has worked well or not. 
2) Trial and error will help me be consistent with my success.




1) Researching into differentiation and finding the right tasks for each level that the pupils are currently at will help my lessons be more structured.
2) I will know I have reached points of this target when I am able to pick on certain pupils to answer questions by using different techniques such as number bounce.
3) I will have detailed and stronger demonstrations for the less able in the class along with challenging tasks for the more able to be able to push them to success.




1) Working on a structured plan for tidying up time is something that I feel will help me throughout the whole of my practice and I will know I have succeeded when I have quiet, organised tidying up time by having certain monitors to tidy up for the table instead of the whole class walking around.
2) With a larger class it is extremely important that I keep the use of monitors as the pupils will lose focus when everyone is walking around and rushing to clear up.
3) Timed clearing up is a perfect strategy that I feel will create success. 
	

By the end of my second week – I would like to get this target to be a success in order for my lessons to carry on with an organised and structured plan.

By the end of my first placement – I will need this time to completely understand and differentiate my lesson to make it a success with the pupils.















Before breaking up for Christmas holidays – I would like this to be well organised before coming back after the Christmas holidays as I believe this will help the whole lesson be a lot more structured to, not just tidying up at the end of the lesson.
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