Assignment 2
Highlight the importance and influence of Aristotle’s metaphysics throughout history.

Introduction 
Metaphysics is a branch of philosophy that focuses on reality and existence itself. It is a very broad topic and covers many bases of human thought. Aristotle himself described Metaphysics as the first philosophy. This essay will show the main themes and areas discussed and described in the philosophical work by Aristotle called Metaphysics and how its influence reaches far and wide. Aristotle saw philosophy as a form of science and attempted to understand the world through themes such as space and human nature. By doing so, he wanted to expose any commonality in the aspects of the world. The differences between our science and his was that:
‘Modern science is grounded by a few basic concepts: mass, force, element, evolution and the like. Aristotle’s concepts are function, classification, and hierarchy; he uses these concepts to explain everything.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Heather Wilburn, An Introduction to Aristotle’s Metaphysics (2020), https://open.library.okstate.edu/introphilosophy/chapter/__unknown__/, [Accessed 20 November 2024)] 

All of Aristotle’s concepts are used to get the utmost accurate description or definition of properties within a thing.
Aristotle was very influential in the philosophical world and continues to be in the modern day with Metaphysics being considered one of the greatest works and many considering Aristotle to be the single most important philosopher who ever lived. The next paragraph will show how this is so.
Main Paragraph
As stated previously, Aristotle’s influence within metaphysics reaches far and wide. He was a pioneer in the way of the scientific method which we use to this day. The scientific method is a way of obtaining knowledge through certain steps. While the method has varied and changed throughout the thousands of years the most generally agreed upon is:
	‘The six steps of the scientific method include: 1) asking a question about something you observe, 2) doing background research to learn what is already known about the topic, 3) constructing a hypothesis, 4) experimenting to test the hypothesis, 5) analysing the data from the experiment and drawing conclusions, and 6) communicating the results to others.’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  No Author, Steps of the Scientific Method (2021), https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/science-fair/steps-of-the-scientific-method, (Accessed 20 November 2024)] 

Most people would agree that this was his single most important contribution to the world. However, his contributions to the field of metaphysics are just as important. The philosophy of his metaphysics heavily relies on the categorisation and relationships within different beings. ‘The categories are supposed to represent very general classifications of being.’[footnoteRef:3] There are 10 categories of being according to Aristotle. These categories are: Substance (Human, tree), quantity (50 yards), quality (Tasty, hairy), relation (North of), location (Swansea), time (Yesterday), position (standing), possession (has green glasses), doing (crying, flying) and undergoing (being thrown, falling down). These are all things that we can observe and things we typically do subconsciously every day. Without his definition of categories, our methods of organising would be completely different. [3:  Luke Dunne, What Was Aristotle’s Opinion on Metaphysics?, https://www.thecollector.com/what-does-aristotle-think-about-metaphysics/, (Accessed 20 November 2024)] 

Aristotle’s Metaphysics influenced another great philosopher known as William Ockham. He is most famous for the philosophical idea of Occam’s Razor which states that the simplest explanation should be chosen when making decisions. He considered himself ‘a devoted follower of Aristotle’.[footnoteRef:4] He contributed to the metaphysical idea of Universals which Aristotle greatly discussed. Aristotle believes that a universal can only exist in a thing and not separately from a particular. A universal is something abstract while a particular is something concrete in nature. However, Ockham had many different views on what a Universal was throughout his life but his most well-known was Nominalism. This view states that Universals are just names or thoughts with no reality to them or ‘a theory that there are no universal essences in reality and that the mind can frame no single concept or image corresponding to any universal or general term’[footnoteRef:5]. The idea of God was also a big topic for both Ockham and Aristotle in the metaphysical world. ‘Aristotle made God passively responsible for change in the world in the sense that all things seek divine perfection.’[footnoteRef:6] But Ockham thought God was directly involved with world and created freely. [4:  Sharon Kaye, William of Ockham (No date), https://iep.utm.edu/ockham/ (Accessed 21 November 2024)]  [5:  No author, Nominalism (No date), https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/nominalism (Accessed 21 November 2024)]  [6:  Brain Morely, Western Concepts of God (No date), https://iep.utm.edu/god-west/ (Accessed 21 November 2024)] 

In Book VI (also known as Epsilon), Aristotle was concerned with the order of the sciences, the sciences being productive, practical and theoretical. The sciences are described as such: 
‘Theoretical science seeks knowledge for its own sake; practical science concerns conduct and goodness in action, both individual and societal; and productive science aims at the creation of beautiful or useful objects’.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Christopher Shields, Aristotle (2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle/ (Accessed 21 November 2024)] 

He thought that theoretical science was superior as it was interested in the fundamentals of reality. This can be seen in the modern day as we use theory to speculate what might be in the world such as the big bang and the now proven germ theory. This was also very important as the current scientific method of the world was shaped by this. By using observation with scientific methods, we can discover and understand the nature of the reality around us.
In a similar vein of thought, Aristotle believed in only one god as do many religions such as Christianity, Islam and Catholicism. Aristotle was of influence on the Islamic philosophical ways with many stating he was the single most important influence on the Islamic/Arabic way of thinking.
‘Aristotle is widely considered to be the most influential figure in the history of Arabic philosophy. His thought has played a fundamental role throughout the Arabic tradition, primarily in philosophy’[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Alwishah Ahmed and Josh Hayes, ‘Introduction’, in Aristotle and the Arabic Tradition, ed. by Ahmed Alwishah and Josh Hayes (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015), p.1.] 

The founder of Arabic philosophy (al-Kindi) translated Aristotle’s Metaphysics therefore enabling the start of the Greek metaphysical teachings to be taught throughout the Arabic world. Metaphysics was crucially important in the Arabic and Islamic worlds, with the translation of Aristotle’s Metaphysics coincide with the beginnings of Arabic philosophy. ‘The beginnings of Arabic philosophy coincide with the production of the first extensive translation of Aristotle’s Metaphysics’[footnoteRef:9]. The first book of Metaphysics (Alpha) was quoted extensively by al-Kindi with Aristotle himself being referenced many times with the one-sided approach to Metaphysics attempts to show how Greek metaphysics and Islamic religion were compatible with each other. ‘That the one-sided theologizing approach to the Metaphysics is directed at showing the compatibility of Greek metaphysics with Islamic religion.’[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Amos Bertolacci, Arabic and Islamic Metaphysics (2023), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/arabic-islamic-metaphysics/, (Accessed 22 November 2024)]  [10:  Ibid, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/arabic-islamic-metaphysics/, (Accessed 22 November 2024] 

Aristotle also impacted the medieval era with many philosophers and schools teaching his work to students. Philosopher Saint Thomas Aquinas was greatly inspired by Aristotle’s metaphysical teachings. Aquinas believed that ‘man is composed of soul and body’[footnoteRef:11], which is also an Aristotelian belief in Metaphysics. Aquinas also modified an Aristotelian view that being ‘Primarily, for Aquinas, a thing cannot be unless it possesses an act of being’.[footnoteRef:12] This is an updated take on the view Aristotle had about existence and being. [11:  Ralph McInery, Thomas Aquinas and Aristotle (1990), https://www3.nd.edu/~maritain/jmc/etext/taq02.htm, (Accessed 23 November 2024)]  [12:  Gaven Kerr, Aquinas: Metaphysics (No date), https://iep.utm.edu/thomas-aquinas-metaphysics/ (Accessed 23 November 2024)] 

Conclusion
In summary, this essay has discussed various aspects of Aristotle, Aristotle’s metaphysics and the influence they had in various points in time and in various philosophical ideas. It has covered the influence of the traditional Greek sciences on the modern day uses of science in both the literal and theoretical sense. His scientific method is widely considered to be the single most important contribution to the philosophical world. His thoughts on universals, particulars and categories were also very important as it shone a light on how humans categorise things internally. It’s influence reaches in the modern world as we use the categories described by him every day (albeit in a less metaphysical sense). 
This essay has also covered how he influenced philosophers and specific religions. He was a big influence on William of Ockham who is known for his view that the simplest explanation should always be chosen (Occam’s Razor). William of Ockham did have views that disagreed with Aristotle but some of his core principles are Aristotelian in nature. Saint Thomas Aquinas was inspired by the Metaphysical teachings of Aristotle and went so far as to modify some his views while staying true to the core foundation. Aristotle was a major influence on Islamic and Arabic philosophy with him being considered “The First Teacher”. His metaphysical teachings did coincide with the first developments of Arabic philosophy. He was greatly influential to the founder of Arabic philosophy named al-Kindi and a later influential figure named Al-Farabi who himself was dubbed the “Second Teacher”. 
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