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This chapter of the dissertation will delve into the varying aspects which surround a police pursuit, looking specifically at the training given, different dangers associated with a pursuit; and discussing what information is present in the public domain regarding pursuits from bodies such as the Independent office for Police Conduct (IOPC) to name just one. Not only will this chapter consist of discussion but also comparison in order to effectively and efficiently answer the question headed of this dissertation.
Furthermore, this chapter aims to answer the objectives within this dissertation which is to gather research and information surrounding different United Kingdom (UK) Police forces and to analyses critically the information gathered.
To start this chapter, a police pursuit is defined in the “Authorised Professional Practice” (APP) by the College of Policing when “A police driver is deemed to be in pursuit when a driver/motorcyclist indicates by their actions or continuance of their manner of driving/riding that; they have no intention of stopping for the police, and; the police driver believes that the driver of the subject vehicle is aware of the requirement to stop and decides to continue behind the subject vehicle with a view to either reporting its progress or stopping it” (College Of Policing, 2013). Through the APP, this is the standardised practice which governs UK police officers in their duties.
The pursuit of vehicles by Police Forces is an extreme event whereby risk is high and the possibility of damage, injury or fatalities are possible outcomes of such an incident (Christie, 2020). The decision to pursue a vehicle by a police officer must be taken with due diligence and that officer must have the correct skills and training in order to undertake such a significant decision. As per the College of Policing website “Drivers must be qualified within the terms of current National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) approved national training standards”. This qualification being “Initial Phase Pursuit” or “Tactical Phase Trained” for those involved (College Of Policing, 2013).
[image: ]The causation factor in why a pursuit begins is something specific to each individual incident of a pursuit however there is almost always one factor as to why a person does not stop for police. Looking specifically at one aspect of reasons which may cause a pursuit is vehicle crime. According to recent statistics from year 2022 to 2023 there was an increase in the number of vehicle theft offences in England and Wales (Clark, 2022)




As seen in this diagram in relation to vehicle theft offences, there was an increase in reported offences from the year 2022 to 2023. However looking this over a broader period of time there has been a significant decrease in reported offences from year 2002 to 2023.

Diagram of statistics on reported vehicle offences (Clark, 2022)






[bookmark: _GoBack]To compare this statistic to police pursuits, a Freedom of Information request published on the West Yorkshire Police Website shows the number of pursuits each year starting in 2018 finishing in 2023 (North Yorkshire Police, 2023)
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Statistics provided by North Yorkshire Police of number pursuits per year (North Yorkshire Police, 2023)


As seen, there is changes each year in the statistics with increases and decreases. Comparing it to the data of the reported offences, a correlation can be inferred that during higher periods of crime reports there are more pursuits. On the contrary, it can be seen that in year 2022 to 2023, the reports of offences increased but the number of pursuits decreased. It must be noted that the first figures are a UK wide stat however the number of pursuits relate specifically to an individual police force and as such different police forces may have less offence reports than others resulting in less pursuits. 
Something to be aware of when discussing this topic are the factors which affect operational policing. Police pursuits require specially trained police officers to be able to effectively manage and conclude a pursuit. Not only does this require the right training (College Of Policing, 2013) but there must also be a sufficient number of officers present. And in today’s policing world, numbers of officers are dwindling. A report from the Home Office, showed that “4668 officers resigned between April 2022 and March 2023” (West Midlands Police Federation, 2023).This drastic loss in numbers of officers is a pivotal shift in the way in which modern day policing is undertaken and its effectiveness. With increase in the number of reports made to police, the deployment of officers to reports is less efficient and done in a timely manner which will in turn create less availability for police to undertake pursuits and to have the desired outcomes (Dearden, 2018)
There are also other factors which play into the operational undertaking of Police Pursuits. Media coverage and public perception are an instrumental factor in the way police undertake various day to day duties. Over recent years media coverage of the police has been substantially negative through various incidents of poor or inappropriate behaviour to which officers have been subjected to investigation or further disciplinary action. Cases such the of the murder of Sarah Everard by at the time serving metropolitan police officer Wayne Couzens and the coverage it had in the media had a significant effect on the public’s perception of the police and the downturn in trust and confidence  (Metropolitan Police, 2024).
Public trust and confidence is directly affected through media coverage, a tracked report from the IOPC in regards to public perception shows that direct publication through media reports, stories or publications have caused confidence in the police to decrease in turn negativity has increased to its highest level post January (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2023). Phoebe Netto furthers this issue surrounding media coverage by stating “Securing positive media coverage is an excellent way to establish credibility” (Netto, 2014). This factor plays into the mind-set of police officers and as such has the effect of officers not wanting to be put into the Media’s light by undertaking such things as a pursuit whereby things can go wrong.
Carrying on from the topic of public perception, the clear lack of public trust I seen through the rising outcries from members of the public for change within the criminal justice system. The “Northern Police Monitoring Project” are a community based group that aims to “Challenge police violence, brutality and racism”. One aspect of the group’s aims is to create significant change to the APP guidelines to which police work under within the UK. Looking specific at their goals, they wish to make a change within UK policing that police pursuit are not considered or even undertaken for offences considered “Non violent” or “Minor traffic violations” (Northern Poice Monitoring Project, 2024)

This does show that a proportion of the public do believe that higher scrutiny and more in depth decision making needs to be undertake when a pursuit occurs. One could view this and see that it ties into the information as this scrutiny increases the likely hood of officers engaging in or continuing a pursuit may decrease.
Following on from this topic of increased scrutiny, this is something which the UK government along with various agencies and bodies over the last several years have attempted to delve deeper into to make any necessary changes and uphold public confidence. In September 2017, Right Honourable Nick Hurd, Minister of State for Policing and the Fire service, announced a Home Office lead review into the policies, procedures, law and guidance surrounding police pursuits. The reasoning for the review was to identify areas of improvement, lacking areas surrounding the legal framework and once completed making remarks into what can be changed or improved within this area of policing with the findings published in 2018 (Hurd, 2018).
UK police forces are adapting and welcoming this change in scrutiny and shift in public perception by becoming more transparent and forthcoming with information and statistics. To name but a few, Surrey and Sussex police have released a publicly accessible document which details their pursuit policies, stating the training involved and as well as the practical workings of a pursuit and those involved (Surrey Police and Sussex Police, 2024). Thinking critically however, the pressures of being under intense scrutiny may not have the desired effect as those under the scrutiny may work to seek approval from the audience in which are scrutinising them (Sutton and Galunic, 1995). When looking at this contextually in regards to policing and Roads Policing, it is likely that police pursuits may be influenced by the need of approval or validation of the public dependant on whether at the time it is of a negative or positive backing. 
The very nature of a police pursuit is a dangerous and high risk chain of events. Police pursuits occur within the public space and area that they should feel totally and utterly safe. Then taking a person or persons who wish to evade police creates an ever-changing and complex situation that needs to be safely managed. As such the officers involved begin to work towards extreme levels of intensity and the effects can be physically and mentally impactive. A report from the University of Nottingham details the intricacies and differences in the way in which “novice, response” and “pursuit” drivers react to different hazards and their perceptions. The discussions post research shows an interesting but somewhat expected correlation that police officers have a greater level of horizontal scanning and perception whereas novice drivers are more adapt to scanning vertically. This is possibly associated with the training police officers receive to scan in a different manner for hazards. (Crundall et al., 2003)
Similarly, police officers appear to be able to respond to a higher number of hazards and register a greater number of stimuli during pursuits and police driving which is something beneficial and gives confidence to the public that those officers engaged in pursuits and going to be able to spot and hopefully negate and avoid hazards at an increased rate. On the contrary, the research and evidence synthesised appears to suggest that police officers still produce similar hazard ratings that novice drivers produce. (Crundall et al., 2003)
The ability to be able to handle the previously discussed risks, hazard perception and public risk is something that rests on the head of the officer at the wheel of the police vehicle. As such it is vital to garner an insider’s perspective from an officer who has been in that position. Take one “Ben Pearson”, Ben is a formed Traffic officer who worked within the roads policing department of Yorkshire Police for the best part of 19 years (Pearson, 2024). 
Ben has become a well-known voice within the Roads Policing world releasing several books and making numerous YouTube based videos which centre on his experiences within pursuits and general Roads Policing operations. Looking specifically at one video titled “My FASTEST Pursuit” Ben details how the fastest he has been in a roads policing vehicle is between “155 and 165 Miles per hour” and he goes on to state how at this speed an officer begins to feel the experiences of “Tunnel vision” where due to the speeds your eyes struggle to keep up and perceive what is being seen (Ben Pearson "Police Interceptor", 2021). In another video titled “The Pursuit that HAUNTS me” Ben details how he begins to follow behind a stolen vehicle during the early hours of the morning. Ben goes onto detail how training and actions allowed him to make manoveours to be able to minimise the risk to the public, attempting to guide the non-compliant vehicle and be as visible to other roads users as possible through road position. Ben states “HE HAD NO THOUGHT FOR ANYONE ELSE AT THIS POINT”, he then details how the vehicle he was pursuing drove so dangerously that he “aborted” the pursuit but the vehicle has then crashed and the driver has run away.
Ben then details how the crash involved an innocent member of the public and how he received catastrophic leg injuries from the vehicle crashing. He was a 19 year old male not involved in the pursuit (Ben Pearson "Police Interceptor", 2021). It is very poignant and emotional viewing as the effects are so clearly placed upon Ben, the driver of the police vehicle and the encumbering feeling of guilt and frustration. It shows at a much deeper level how no matter the training received, no person can really negate any or all risk and some situations are out of control of the officers involved. It also shows the effects on police officers when situations like pursuits do unfortunately end in serious or fatal collisions and there is a significant impact on the officers which the public may not always see and it is likely something that if they were aware of would impact their opinions. 
Following on from specifically looking at pursuits and their outcomes, the IOPC continue to release data in regards to “Deaths following police contact”, the most recent available data is from the year 2022 to 2023. The data collated shows that in this time period, there were “28 fatalities from 26 road related traffic incidents (RTIs)”. This showed a decrease by 12 from the previous but the most interesting piece of data shows that “20 of the 28 fatalities arose from 18 police pursuit related incidents” (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2023). This data presents an interesting suggestion as to the level and amount of fatalities occurring from Police pursuits. Out of a 365 day period, 18 police pursuits resulted in at least 1 fatality. Contextually, from previous data North Yorkshire police engaged in 57 pursuits during this time period so as to look at this figure and contextualise it to the amount of pursuits across the entire UK, the probability and likely hood of a fatality occurring from a police pursuit appears to be very minimal. This perception is something which further research and data collecting would enhance but it certainly helps to suggest and affirm that police pursuits are inherently risky however are managed in such a way that the risk of fatalities is negated as much as possible.
Looking at the data, first-hand accounts and reporting on police pursuits it is apparent that in today’s modern policing is there a need for the training abilities of pursuit officers to be maintained and improved upon to be the most effective it can be. The data suggests that police officers are able to manage and negate risk during these events and that public safety and confidence can be maintained during the majority of pursuits. It is worth being cognisant that this is not always the case and as per previously discussed public opinion pursuits should be utilised when the person being pursued has committed such an offence or act that a pursuit is the appropriate option. 
From what I have reviewed and previously discussed the indication is that UK police forces should continue to pursue vehicles. 
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