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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Legislation for safeguarding adults: 
The legislation for safeguarding adults is set out in Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, specifically Sections 126-129 in relation to individuals at risk.  There are further sections about Safeguarding Adult Boards, which are regional, under sections 134-142.  Section 7 sets out the definition of an adult at risk which in summary means the adult needs to be experiences or at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support and is unable to protect themselves against it.  As a result the local authority has a duty to make enquiries and decide whether it will take action.  There is also a section (127) about Adult Protection and support orders which enable an officer to gain access to an adult at risk to make their assessment.  These may be used when access is being prevented.  The Act also introduced a duty to report adults at risk under section 128, which places a responsibility on all partners (as set out under section 162 of the Act), to inform the local authority if they have reasonable cause to suspect an adult is at risk.  

Sitting below the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 are the Regulations which relate to the Adult Protection Support Orders and the Safeguarding Boards.  Alongside the regulations there is Statutory Guidance “Working Together to Safeguarding People”, which includes Volumes 1, 3, 4 and 6, in relation to Adults at risk.  This sets out the guidance in relation to the duties under the Act and Regulations and how the legislation should be applied.

In practice adult practitioners will also be required to apply the Mental Capacity Act 2005, which include the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS), to establish whether an individual has the capacity to make decisions about their own welfare and whether they are being deprived of their liberty. 

National Policies and Procedures for Safeguarding:
Although the legislation offers practitioners an overview of the expectations for their practice in relation to safeguarding adults, more detailed practice guidance was developed by all local authorities in Wales.  The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Safeguarding Wales)  set out how a practitioner should safeguard adults at risk.  The procedures set out the safeguarding process clearly for practitioners, clarifying roles and responsibilities and timescales.  They also include pointers for practice and examples.  

Local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
More detailed policies and procedures are also established by the Regional Safeguarding Boards.  The Boards set procedures for each local authority within the region so there is consistency across the Board footprint, an example of the type of regional procedures include the standard Multi Agency Referral Forms to be used by practitioners and adult threshold guidance so there is a common understanding of the criteria for support.  The Wales Safeguarding Procedures website (Safeguarding Wales) includes a link to each Regional Board website.  Due to the Regional Boards there is less need for local and organisational procedures but there will be local systems for recording information, local training programmes and a team structure for local authorities which will impact on an authority’s effectiveness to respond to safeguarding concerns.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A 2014) streamlined legislation for social services for people of all ages, introducing new duties and harmonising many of the procedures for children and adults.  For example, sections 128 and 130 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 introduced a new duty to report adults and children at risk for professionals working in relevant partner agencies under section 162.  

The new legislation was a more significant change for practice in adult safeguarding as the children’s process was deemed to be robust under the Children Act 1989. 

In practice children’s safeguarding is straightforward, if a child is deemed at risk they must be protected through the Act and practitioners follow the Wales Safeguarding Procedures.  Consent to speak to the child should be obtained from parents but can be overridden for safeguarding reasons.

During my involvement in safeguarding, I noticed a difference in the main partners involved.  In children’s cases they tend to be children’s health and education; and in adults they often involve mental health practitioners.  However I found drug and alcohol services; domestic abuse services, the police, probation and housing officers are common to both.   

The issue of consent is the most significant difference.  Gaining consent and consulting with the child is good practice if they are of an age where they can communicate, and assessed to be Gillick Competent (NSPCC, 2022).  However, consent from the adult at risk is a requirement and action can not be taken to safeguard the adult if their preference is not to cooperate and they have the capacity to make the decision (Working Together to Safeguarding People – Volume 6 Handling Individual Cases to Protect Adults at Risk, 2018).  This is in line with Article 8 of the European Convention of Human Rights.

Practitioners may need to apply the test in section 3 of the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) 2005 to determine whether an adult has the ability to make an informed decision about themselves, these assessments are often done closely with mental health practitioners.  In some cases where the adult at risk is in hospital or a care home, practitioners will need to take account of the Deprivation of Liberty Standards (DoLS) under the MCA 2005, these will soon be replaced by the Liberty Protection Safeguards under the Mental Capacity Act (Amendments) 2019. 

Section 127 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 introduced Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSOs) for situations where access to the person at risk is prevented.  The APSO will enable access so the person can be spoken to in private, mirroring the power of Child Assessment Orders under section 43(1) of the Children Act 1989. 
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