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Grammar 



rn-nfr=f 



Word order rn-nfr=f 
 rn – noun – “name” 

 NOUNS 

 Words that designate things (real or imaginary) 

 OBJECTS (cat, dragon, house), CONCEPTS 
(happiness), WORDS (“this”) 

 Objects = apply to many things (country, god, ...) 
OR one specific (Egypt, Isis) 

 Latter = “proper nouns”, “specific names”  
capitalised 

 



Word order rn-nfr=f 
 rn – noun – “name” 

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect” 

 ADJECTIVES 

 Describe qualities: size, colour, value 

 In English: modify nouns – the big girl, the ugly dog, 
the successful politician 

 = specification of noun 

 But can also used without noun: the land of free, home 
of the brave 

 Then often accompanied by one / ones instead of noun:  



Word order 

 rn-nfr=f 
 rn – noun – “name” 

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect” 

 f – pronoun – “his” 

 Pro 

 Noun 

 Standing in for a noun – Peter’s hut, the class of 
Katharina 

 

 



Word order rn-nfr=f 
 rn – noun – “name” 

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect” 

 f – pronoun – “his” 

 His/her = ? 

 Personal pronoun  see handout  

 English: 4 kinds 

 Subject (he) 

 Object (him) 

 Possessive (his) 

 Reflexive (himself) 

 

 



Word order 

 rn-nfr=f 
 rn – noun – “name” 

 nfr – adjective – “beautiful, good, perfect” 

 f – pronoun – “his” 

 His/her = ? 

 Personal pronoun 

 His perfect name 

 



rn-nfr=f 



Suffix pronouns 

 Most common Egyptian pronouns 

 Called suffix, because added to the end of the 
word 

 Always part of the word!!!! 

 Could not stand on their own, no separate 
word 

 Stand always at the end of a word 

 Egyptologists separate them either by =f or .f 





You have to know 



Nouns 
describe both tangible 
(book, man, Amun) 
and intangible things 
(love, desire, justice) 
 
Middle Egyptian: 
nouns described by:  
gender and number 



Nouns 

 Words that designate things (real or imaginary) 

 can describe both tangible (book, man, Amun) and 
intangible things (love, desire, justice) 

 OBJECTS (cat, dragon, house), CONCEPTS 
(happiness), WORDS (“this”) 

 Objects = apply to many things (country, god, ...) OR 
one specific (Egypt, Isis) 

 Latter = “proper nouns”, “specific names”  
capitalised 

 In Middle Egyptian – nouns described by: gender and 
number 

 

 



Nouns – roots  

 Nouns consists of roots and additions 

 Roots: 

 Members, membership, nonmember 

 Members, membership, nonmember 

 Additions:  

 Prefixe: nonmember 

 Suffix: members, membership 

 Egyptian Example: nTr 
 nTr  , nTr.w, nTr.t      , nTrj 
 God, gods , goddess, divine 



Nouns – Gender 

 English: masculine, feminine, neuter 

 Nouns can be naturally m, f, n:  

 father, mother, rock 

 Others no natural gender – all 3 might apply! 

 The speaker gave his talk. 

 The speaker expresses her opinion. 

 The speaker is attached to its base. 



Nouns – Gender 
 Ancient Egyptian: masculine, feminine 

 Must be one or the other 

 Usually easy to differentiate 
 F: ending .t added to root (most times) 

 M: no special ending (sometimes an .j added, but grammatical status not clear) 

 Important: .t is added, NOT 
part of the word 

 Some words naturally m or 
f (father jt, mother mwt) 



Gender – Pairs of nouns 



Nouns – Number 

 Differentiation, if something is one or more 
than one 

 English: singular, plural (-s or –en added, 
change of form: mouse – mice, no change at 
all: one sheep, 40 sheep) 

 



Nouns – Number 

 Egyptian: nouns usually singular 

 When transformed into plural: .w added to the 
root, before the gender-marker 

 for m: full ending would be .w (w+0) 

 For f: full ending would be .wt (w+t) 

 



Number and Gender 



Forms of writing  

 Could be done by ending only 

 But w = weak consonant  often not written 

 “plural strokes” 

 Used horizontally 

 Vertically 

 Or as dots (horizontally, vertically) 



Writing “plural strokes” 



Forms of writing  

 Could be done by ending only 

 But w = weak consonant  often not written 

 “plural strokes” 

 Used horizontally 

 Vertically 

 Or as dots (horizontally, vertically) 

 Or expressed in writing determinative 3 times 



BUT – additional number!!!! 

 DUAL 

 Indication of TWO things 



Ancient Egypt 





Nile and Desert 



Ethnicity 
and 

culture 



BUT – additional number!!!! 

 DUAL 

 Indication of TWO things 

 Special endings 

 

 

 Or doubling of determinative 



Dual - writings 



Nouns – defined / undefined 

 English:  

 names are always defined 

 Usage of possessive pronouns 

 usage of articles (definite the, indefinite a) 

 Egyptian: NO articles in Middle Egyptian 
writing 

 But were existent in spoken language 

 


