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Grammar



PT shd ‘controller’

= Ri<=

mnw-wsr Minuser

im3hw

‘revered one’
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Word order rn-nfr=f

O rn —noun — “name”

O NOUNS

Words that designate things (real or imaginary)

OBJECTS (cat, dragon, house), CONCEPTS
(happiness), WORDS (“this™)

Objects = apply to many things (country, god, ...)
OR one specific (Egypt, Isis)

2% ¢¢

Latter = “proper nouns”, “specific names” =2
capitalised




—!
Word order rn-nfr=f

F1n —noun — “name”
O nfr —adjective — “beautiful, good, perfect”

0 ADJECTIVES

Describe qualities: size, colour, value

In English: modify nouns — the big girl, the ugly dog,
the successful politician

= specification of noun

But can also used without noun: the land of free, home
of the brave

Then often accompanied by one / ones instead of noun:




Word order
O rn-nfr=f

O rn—noun — “name”
O nfr — adjective — “beautiful, good, perfect”
O f— pronoun — “his”

= Pro

= Noun

= Standing in for a noun — Peter’s hut, the class of
Katharina




——
Word order rn-nfr=f

O rn—noun — “name”
O nfr — adjective — “beautiful, good, perfect”
o f— pronoun — “his”

= His/her =7

= Personal pronoun - see handout

= English: 4 kinds
0 Subject (he)
o Object (him)
0 Possessive (his)
o Reflexive (himself)




Word order
rn-nfr=f

'n — noun — “name”

nfr — adjective — “beautiful, good, perfect”
f — pronoun — “his”

= His/her =7

= Personal pronoun

0 His perfect name

O O O 0O



PT shd ‘controller’

= Ri<=

mnw-wsr Minuser

im3hw

‘revered one’
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Suffix pronouns

0 Most common Egyptian pronouns

O Called suffix, because added to the end of the
word

o Always part of the word!!!!

0 Could not stand on thelr own, no separate
word

0 Stand always at the end of a word
O Egyptologists separate them either by =f or .f




ﬁ, Q q& I; often not written

This suffix was just the vowel i (pronounced “ee”). As a result, it was often
omitted 1n writing, like other vowels. The sign ¥ is an 1deogram, and could
be replaced by other ideograms tor specitic speakers: ?_i? (woman), i (god),

$ (god or king), ﬁ or A‘tﬁ (king), f% (deceased).
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The 3pl suthx .sn was eventually replaced by a suthx .w, wntten or i,

which became the standard 3pl suthix pronoun in Late Egyptian. It occasion-

ally appears in nonstandard Middle Egyptian texts, beginning in Dynasty 18.
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ﬁ, ! , q& I; often not written

This suthx was just the vowel i (pronounced “ee”). As a result, it was often
omitted in writing, like other vowels. The sign ﬁ 1s an ideogram, and could
be replaced by other ideograms tor specific speakers: @ (woman), Pﬁ (god),

$ (god or king), ﬁ or @ (king), jfs (deceased).
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=;also = .f (see § 2.8.3)
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The 3pl suthx .sn was eventually replaced by a sufttix .w, written or i1,

which became the standard 3pl suttix pronoun in Late Egyptian. It occasion-
ally appears 1n nonstandard Middle Egyptan texts, beeinning in Dynasty 18.
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Middle Egyptian:
nouns described by:
gender and number
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Nouns

0 Words that designate things (real or imaginary)

0O can describe both tangible (book, man, Amun) and
Intangible things (love, desire, justice)

0 OBJECTS (cat, dragon, house), CONCEPTS
(happiness), WORDS (“this™)

0 Objects = apply to many things (country, god, ...) OR
one specific (Egypt, Isis)

9% ¢¢

0 Latter = “proper nouns”, “specific names” =
capitalised

o In Middle Egyptian — nouns described by: gender and
number




Nouns — roots

O Nouns consists of roots and additions

O Roots:
= Members, membership, nonmember
= Members, membership, nonmember

0 Additions:

= Prefixe: nonmember

= Suffix: members, membership
0 Egyptian Example: ntr

W ntr ,ntrw, ntr.t , ntrj

= God, gods, goddess, divine
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Nouns — Gender

0 English: masculine, feminine, neuter

0 Nouns can be naturally m, f, n:
father, mother, rock

0 Others no natural gender — all 3 might apply!
The speaker gave his talk.

The speaker expresses her opinion.

The speaker Is attached to its base.




Nouns — Gender

Ancient Egyptian: masculine, feminine
Must be one or the other

Usually easy to differentiate

= F:ending .t added to root (most times)
= M: no special ending (sometimes an .j added, but grammatical status not clear)

O 0O 4d

O Important: .t is added, NOT Noun Endings
part of the word

Number Masculine Feminine
O Some words naturally m or
f (father jz, mother mwt) Singular
— [
Plural
§, Q w ~ (W

Dual ’% o =
N, ow WY A\ W4



Gender — Pairs of nouns

{Lﬁl sn “brother” @T@ snt “sister’”’ (root sn)

Tﬁﬁ hq(3) “(male) ruler” Tfﬁ hq(3)t “female ruler” (root hg3)

75@ ntr “god” 7?@ nirt “goddess” (root ntr)
g%—ﬁy hftj “(male) enemy” i%ﬁ‘l bftt “female enemy” (root 4ff)
B Sva hf3w “(male) snake” R\ hf3t “female snake” (root Af3).
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Nouns — Number

0 Differentiation, If something Is one or more
than one

o English: singular, plural (-s or —en added,
change of form: mouse — mice, no change at

all: one sheep, 40 sheep)
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Nouns — Number

0 Egyptian: nouns usually singular

0 When transformed into plural: .w added to the
root, before the gender-marker

for m: full ending would be .w (w+0)
For f: full ending would be .wt (w+t)




Number and Gender

sn “brother’’: snw “brothers”

hq3 “ruler”: hq3w “rulers”

ntr “god”: ntrw “gods”
bftj “enemy”: hftiw “enemies”
bf3w “snake”: hf3uww “snakes”

snt “sister”; smwt “sisters”
hq3t “female ruler”: hg3wt “female rulers”
nirt “goddess”: ntrwt “goddesses”

hftt “female enemy”: hftwt “female enemies’

hf3t “female snake”: hf3wt “female snakes.”



Forms of writing

0 Could be done by ending only
O But w = weak consonant = often not written

O “plural strokes™
= Used horizontally
= Vertically
= Or as dots (horizontally, vertically)




Writing “plural strokes”

?ﬁﬁf snw “brothers” @:@5 st “sisters’
fok

i hg(3w “rulers” Tf,ﬂ-ﬁ‘. hq(3)wt “female rulers”

e nerw “gods”

e @ | y
= " LE ' ¥y g I .
=<t Aftjw “enemies = I, hftwt “female enemies”

E"‘"-" g 1“#—- - ] EF] —
jf@\j&%ﬂ 11 Af3ww “snakes iﬁ""'_&g?ﬁﬁ hf3wt “fema

7,“ atrwt “goddesses”




Forms of writing

0 Could be done by ending only
O But w = weak consonant = often not written

O “plural strokes™
= Used horizontally
= Vertically
= Or as dots (horizontally, vertically)

0 Or expressed in writing determinative 3 times

T e SN A R MAARLIAY N VNS ER ARG CEICIEC WOI‘CI lt’

TR bozw “rulens” FT8 omur “sisters,” INTHIS s



BUT — additional number!!!!

0 DUAL
0 Indication of TWO things
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Ethnicity
and
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BUT — additional number!!!!

0 DUAL
0 Indication of TWO things
0 Special endings

mEISClIHI]& —’!—b_"'f: %1“: "l.e"-.:« or E’

feminine ! : Or =, sometimes ﬂ or M .

= Or doubling of determinative



Dual - writings

ﬂ?ﬁl’“ﬁﬁ st “two brothers”
T’ﬂﬁﬁ hq(3)wj “two rulers”
T ntrwj “two gods”

ﬂﬂ@ ﬁ sntj “two sisters”
Tf ﬁtﬁ? hq(3)4 “two female rulers”
1:-%-@ nirlj “ewo goddesses”

S bftiwj “two enemies” S 10 5y bftti “two female enemjes”

iﬁkﬁk hf3uwwj “two snakes”

Eﬁ“’*&:}:: hf3t “two female snakes.”
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Nouns — defined / undefined

o English:
names are always defined
Usage of possessive pronouns
usage of articles (definite the, indefinite a)

0 Egyptian: NO articles in Middle Egyptian
writing
O But were existent in spoken language




