
Policing by consent is the is the principle that underpins most modern democratic societies, Policing by consent is a concept that is the belief that the police are given authority and are able to successfully carry out their work with the consent and co-operation of the public (Watts, no date). Policing by consent is derived from the nine principles of policing that were developed by Robert Peel the founder of the Metropolitan police (Unmesh 2020), this notion of policing by consent is massively important for creating a positive and constructive relationship between law enforcement agencies and the communities that they serve. This approach promotes trust, collaboration, and a shared responsibility for public safety, ultimately contributing to more effective and legitimate policing. Despite this there are many challenges that face consent-based policing which will be touched upon in this essay, some of these challenges include the systemic bias within the police, their relations with the communities they police, incidents of police misconduct and finally social divisions that may affect policing.

The first one of these problems that this essay will discuss is systemic bias, systemic bias refers to the presence of ingrained, institutionalised and often unconscious patterns of discrimination and prejudice within a law enforcement system. This bias can manifest itself in various ways which can impact on how police officers interact and perceive certain communities and individuals. It is incredibly important that systemic bias is completely wiped as its existence completely calls into question the ability of the officers to be fair and ensure that justice is achieved properly. This bias can appear in many forms, one of the most widely discussed forms of this systemic bias is racial bias which widely occurs when individuals of a certain race and or ethnic group ate target, stopped, or even arrested disproportionately more than those of other races and ethnic groups (Holroyd, no date). Tis bias is often rooted in historical practices and since the Steven Lawrence case, which had a young black man murdered by a gang of white men whilst he was waiting for the bus. However, none of the accused men were ever charged as it was said there was not enough evidence to go to trial, after Steven’s death there was investigation into the Met police which found that the entire system was institutionally racist, and that the racism found in this report was an important factor in the failure of the investigation into Steven’s murder. Following this report two of the original suspects have been charged with steven’s murder after new evidence came to light (BBC,2023). Since the MacPherson report a home affairs committee found that whilst policing had changed for the better there were still many deep-rooted racial disparities (UK Parliament,2021). This report also found that black people are over nine and a half times more likely to be stopped and searched when compared to white people despite the work and recommendations from the Macpherson report the disproportionality is greater than that of twenty-two years ago. However racial bias is not the only form of bias that can have an impact on policing, for example there is a social and economic bias that can also be tied to systemic bias, this can be where individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds may be more likely to experience negative interactions from the police. This can include targeting certain neighbourhoods, biased enforcement of laws or disproportionate treatment based on social or economic status (Suss & Oliveira,2022), this study found that in London stop and search practices are more likely to be occurring in economically unequal locations.

Continuing from systemic bias another massive issue with policing with consent is police-community relations, these community relations are crucial to policing with consent as the entire prospect is built on trust from these communities. This trust is fundamental and if community members do not have this trust with the police, they’ll be much less likely to come forward and co-operate with the police in providing information or reporting crimes hindering the ability of law enforcement to solve and prevent crimes (Friedman,2014). This lack of trust will also hinder many community-policing initiatives as these strategies to cure crime prioritize collaboration with the communities that the police serve, this lack of trust may come from a historical perspective as the police have not always been a force with a good reputation after decades of systemic racism and discrimination the public opinion Is certainly soured towards Law enforcement. An example of this recently would be in 2021 when the then prime minister was Boris Johnson was accused of gaslighting black people after he claimed that stop and search is a “kind and loving” tactic when preventing violent crimes after introducing a new crime plan that would relax the restrictions on stop and search (Gayle,2021). On the very same day the chief constable of Manchester police, Steven Watson rejected the claim that his force was institutionally racist despite findings that showed his offices were 5 times more likely to stop a black citizen than a white one. These statements only add to and justify the lack of fait that many people have in the system and Law enforcement as a whole.

Carrying on from police-community relations Is incidents of police misconduct, these incidents can cause fundamental issues to the programme of policing by consent as people many not see that the police are worth putting any trust in. A prime example of police misconduct and this loss of trust would be the Murder of 33-year-old Sarah Everard in 2021, Sarah Everard was kidnapped, raped and murdered by Metropolitan police officer Wayne Couzens came across Everard and tricked his victim under the false illusion of a fake arrest for breaching the coronavirus guidelines that were in place at the time, handcuffing her and placing her in his vehicle before taking her out to the country side where he would commit his crimes before disposing of the body (Morton,2021). This case sparked outrage country wide as people were scared and had no trust in the police as they were unable to be sure if they could trust officers due to Couzens’ actions, in the following investigation it came to light that the Metropolitan police had failed to investigate two incidents of indecent exposure that were linked to Couzens. People were also outraged after a WhatsApp group with other Metropolitan police officers in it including Cozens was leaked leading to the jailing of two Met officers due to their comments within the group with the officers in the group discussing “struggle snuggles” after pinning a 15-year-old girl to the floor during an incident and another one of the officers suggesting he would “rape and beat” s female officer (Kingsley,2022). These revelations have only fuelled the mistrust and caused the divide between the police and public to grow wider, this loss of trust has also undermined the police’s legitimacy in the eyes of the public due to them believing that officers are not being held accountable for their actions and causing a further loss of faith in the system. All of this put together caused massive civil unrest within the community with a vigil occurring on the 13 of March 2021, during this vigil the problem of trust for the Met Police was compounded after their officers arrested two women, Patsy Stevenson and Dania Al-Obeid, being arrested as covid-19 restrictions were still in place on large gatherings causing the two women to start legal proceedings against the Met Police which ended in the Met paying out to the women in September of this year(Topping&Dodd,2023). However, the damage had already been done as a infamous photo of Patsy Stevenson being handcuffed sparked outrage from the female community deeming the met police institutionally misogynistic in their handling of the event (Wolfe-Robinson &Dodd, 2021).

The final issue that may pose challenges to policing by consent that will be discussed in this essay will be the issue of social divisions such as class, race and gender have on policing by consent. These social divisions relate to many of the points previously discussed in this essay as one of the main issues that these divisions cause within policing by consent is the trust and legitimacy issues as historically policing has always had issues with race when talking about incidents of police brutality, racial profiling and discriminatory practices as discussed with steven Lawrence. These divisions also cover gender as gender bias discrimination also can affect how police react to incidents and individuals, this perception of bias in the police force is massive when it comes to relying on the communities for information assistance or outreach programmes as people will be less likely to help a organisation that treats them disproportionately worse than others.

In conclusion, the principle of policing by consent that is rooted in Robert Peel’s nine principles of policing is a hallmark in the democratic societies that employ it. Despite this the programme faces many challenges that undermine the effectiveness and reduce the trust in law enforcement. Systemic bias, racial social and economic dimensions pose a massive threat to the fairness and impartiality of the police force. This constant bias that is highlighted by the disparities in stop and search situations highlights that institutionalised racism still continues to live within the police and highlights the need for reform.

Police community relations is another crucial aspect of policing by consent which heavily relies on trust from the community, unfortunately many historical grievances, incidents of police misconduct and controversial statements from public figures continue to fuel a lack of trust within the police, incidents like the brutal and tragic murder of Sarah Everard continue and subsequent revelations of further police misconduct have continued to widen the gap. Furthermore, incidents of police misconduct whether related to serious criminal acts of inappropriate behaviour within the force can severely dampen the image of the police. When these individuals that have been entrusted with upholding the law act in this manor it undermines the legitimacy of the system addressing these issues requires transparency, accountability and meaningful consequences of those who violate the trust bestowed upon them. Lastly, social divisions based on class, race and gender contribute massively to the perception of bias within policing. These divisions impact how different communities experience the police and their willingness to collaborate and engage with initiatives set up by law enforcement. In order to address these issues there must be a sustained initiative to rebuild that trust with reforms that address systemic issues.

In essence, the concept of policing by consent remains a vital foundation for effective policing in democratic societies. Despite this, addressing and overcoming the issues presented in this essay is crucial for ensuring the relationship between the public and law enforcement agencies is one built on trust, transparency and responsibility. Only by these efforts to exterminate bias, improving the community relations, addressing actions of miss conduct and bridging the divisions in society can policing by consent succeed with the co-operation from the community it serves.
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