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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project

Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Nicola Daniels 1809339

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Dr Charlotte Greenway



	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).
Exploring the impact of genetic influence on criminal behaviours: a qualitative semi- structured approach using societal views of 18-65-year-old.



	Please state the aim and rationale of your study:

The aim of this study is to explore what role genetic influence has upon criminal behaviours, research suggest that criminal activity has been linked genetically, with few suggesting that criminality can be explored using brain scans of parents and their children (Taylor 2009). With crime rates at their highest since 2006 at 98 to the thousand, it is empirical that research continues to better understand the motive of the criminal ("Statista - The Statistics Portal", 2020).
Please state the main research question(s):

What are societal views on genetic influence of criminal behaviours?
Do genetics play a role on criminal behaviours?
Please state the hypothesis/hypotheses (if appropriate):
N/A



	What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of eight references). Criminality debates have focused on the influence of the environment and genes and how they impact upon a behaviour, more specifically a criminal behaviour. Research on Genetic influence upon criminal activity has circulated since the early 1700’s with the commencement of modern criminology (James 1999). Genetic theories of criminality  have been especially controversial due to the eugenic policies (Samuel 1974). Lombrosso proposed the quasi-biological explanation of criminal behaviour, he suggested that there were born criminals, occasional criminals, criminals by passion and criminal eplepics. He added that criminals can be distinguished by looking at their physical characteristics (Kevles 1985).
In Italy and the US genetic variance is considered when convicting criminals, a study from Brunner et al; 1993 found that 62% of convicted murderers had low level monoamine oxidase (MAOA). MAOA is an enzyme which assists with regulation of numerous neurotransmitters, some include Dopamine and Serotonin both of which improve normal brain function (Brunner et al., 1993). Grange (2004) argues against genes linking to crime, instead insists that genetics play a role in psychological disorders which if left untreated can result in unwanted criminal behaviours (Grange 2004). Twin and adoption studies provide insight into the differences between environment and genetic influence, a review conducted by Rhea and Waldman (2002) examined 1543 papers on genetic influence in criminal or anti-social behaviours. The results suggested that genetic background does play a role in criminal behaviours however, environmental influence was more significant (Rhea & Waldman 2002). To conclude it seems the existing research acknowledges genetic influence on criminal activity, but more research is required. 
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Methodological Details

	Please describe the intended participant group – including anticipated numbers, target population, and any specific inclusion/exclusion criteria:  
The participant sample will compromise of ten participants from the public, the participants will all be aged 18-65, ethnicity and Socio-economic background is not acknowledged in this current study as the study is looking at societal view as a whole. Participation is completely voluntary; the interview process will be virtual due to the current pandemic.



	Please describe the anticipated design (e.g., Qualitative/quantitative, between/within-subjects, mixed design, regression, focus groups, interviews, experimental, questionnaire, etc.):
The anticipated design of this report will be qualitative, using Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) to analyse the transcription of the semi structured interviews.
If relevant, include details of the…
· IV(S) and number of levels:

· DV(s): 



	What materials/measures are you planning to use for data collection? (E.g., questionnaires, tests/tasks, interview schedules, auditory/visual stimuli, computer programme, etc. Be as detailed as possible here - what specific topics/measures/scales/instruments will you be using and what will you do with this data?)
Semi structured interviews will be used (please see appendix 1) via video link or email, Microsoft word on computer will be used to transcribe all data. All participants will be issued with relevant information, consent and debrief forms prior and post interview (please see appendix 2,3,4). All interviews will be recorded using relevant video link (Pavilion webcam) and stored in line with GDPR  on a password protected laptop.



	Please describe the study procedure (what will your participant have to do from start to finish? It should be clear from this how you are planning to carry out your study, and what will happen to participants):
Interviews will be conducted with ten participants from the public age 18-65, the interview will be virtual via video link due to current pandemic. A time frame for interview is inaccessible at present as this is a semi structured interview, the interview will be recorded via a Pavilion webcam upon the participants consent (see appendix 2). The interview will follow revised interview schedule/questions (see appendix 1). After interviewing, all virtual data will be transcribed using Microsoft word, the data will be  played several times to ensure correct transcription. Once transcribed the data will be analysed using IPA to search for themes. All data will be presented in the report and participants will be made aware that any data used can be recalled until report is published.



	Please describe the data you will obtain and how it will be analysed (e.g., test or questionnaire scores calculated as a mean and analysed quantitatively, recorded verbal reports analysed qualitatively, etc.):

After interviewing, the virtual interview will be transcribed using Microsoft word, the transcribed data will be read several times to search for keywords within the text, the keywords will then be organised into subordinate themes. IPA will used to group themes into superordinate themes and given broader titles (all notes and keywords will be documented and be inputted into appendices in final report). An APA table will be produced to present the data collected, the tables will compromise of four columns page or line number, subordinate and superordinate themes and finally the keyword or quote used. After successful completion of the clustering/grouping of themes the final research question will be formulated.
If relevant, what statistical test will you use and how will your data be analysed through this test (e.g., two-way ANOVA, Multiple Regression, Chi Square, etc.):

N/A
If relevant, what qualitative analysis will be used (e.g., IPA, Thematic analysis, etc.):  
IPA will be used for analysis of data.



	Appendix (not included as part of the 1,000 words but must still be completed)
Ethical considerations:

A consent and debrief will be given to the interviewee prior to participating this will be done via email format (see appendix 2 & 4) and vocally and any questions presented where given the opportunity to be answered (this will be recorded). The researcher and the interviewee will both be aware and will have information on who to contact should this interview or the results cause distress, again this was done verbally and email format (see appendix 3). An information sheet will also be given to the interviewee on why the interview was taking place and any motives in the questions asked.

Appendix 1 (Questions)

Semi structure interview questions.

1. What are your views of antisocial/ criminal behaviours?

2. Any positive or negative experiences of either?

3. What do you believe about the motive of a criminal?

4. What do you understand of the nature/ nurture debate?

5. Do you believe this can be applied to an antisocial behaviour?

6. Can you recall an event or behaviour which you believe was the result of genetic influence?

7. Again, can you recall an event or behaviour that you believe is the result of environmental influence?

Appendix 2 (consent)
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Interview Study Consent Form

I understand that this research is being carried out by a level 6 Psychology student for their dissertation . This study will explore the impact of genetic influence on criminal behaviours: a qualitative semi- structured approach using societal views of 18-65-year-old. The aim of this study is to better understand the motives of the criminal whilst supporting existing literature.

I give my consent to participate in the interview that has no definitive time frame due to open ended questions.
I understand that I am participating in the interview on a voluntary basis and I am free to decline to answer any question, or to leave the interview at any time without giving a reason.  I also understand that I can withdraw from the research at any time.  

I understand that all information provided is confidential and will be anonymised using pseudonyms or numbers.  Other names mentioned during the interview will also be anonymised.  The interview data will be stored in accordance with the Data Protection Act.  

I understand that the interview will be video-recorded and transcribed by the researcher.  Only the researcher will hear and see the recording of the interview in full.

I am aware that if I have concerns about the study, I can discuss these concerns with the researcher or the academic supervisor at any time during or after the study.

I also understand that at the end of the study I will be provided with a debrief form and the opportunity to discuss any issues with the researchers

I, _________________________________________ agree to participate in the study conducted by Nicola Daniels, School of Psychology and Counselling, University of Wales, Trinity Saint David, Carmarthen under the supervision of Dr Stuart Jones
Participant signature: 

Date:_____________________

Name and Signature of researcher taking consent: _________

Appendix 3 (information sheet)

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Research title

Exploring the impact of genetic influence on criminal behaviours: a qualitative semi- structured approach using societal views of 18-65-year-old.

INVITATION

You are being asked to take part in a research study on societal views of genetic influence on criminal behaviours.
WHAT WILL HAPPEN

In this study, you will be asked to participate in a question-based interview, all questions are voluntary and there are no wrong answers, the questions are based around criminal activity and the nature/ nurture debate. The interview will be recorded via video link due to the current pandemic and I the researcher will transcribe ready for the data to be inputted.

TIME COMMITMENT

The interview will take place within the same day so one session and will take approximately 30 minutes.

PARTICIPANTS’ RIGHTS

You may decide to withdraw your participation at any time without explanation. You have the right to ask that any data you have supplied to that point be withdrawn/destroyed. 

You have the right to omit or refuse to answer or respond to any question that is asked of you

You have the right to have your questions about the procedures answered . If you have any questions as a result of reading this information sheet, you should ask the researcher before the interview begins.

COST, REIMBURSEMENT AND COMPENSATION

Your participation in this study is voluntary. 

CONFIDENTIALITY/ANONYMITY

The data we collect does not contain any personal information about you except signature on consent form which will be given a unique participant number, No one will link the data you provided to the identifying information you supplied (e.g., name, address, email). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

If you have any concerns or questions about your participation, please either discuss with myself or any of the lecturers below.

Charlotte Greenway                      Karen Eaton Thomas                   Stuart Jones             

C.Greenway@uwtsd.ac.uk            K.EatonThomas@uwtsd.ac.uk    S.A.Jones@uwtsd.ac.uk 

If you want to find out about the result of this study, you should contact myself or any of the above lecturers.

THANKYOU FOR TAKING THE TIME READ THIS INFORMATION SHEET, I WILL NOW HAND THE CONSENT SHEET PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING.

Appendix 4 (debrief)
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Study Debrief Sheet 

Exploring the impact of genetic influence on criminal behaviours: a qualitative semi- structured approach using societal views of 18-65-year-old.

Thank you for taking part in the study.  

The aim of this study is to explore what role genetic influence has upon criminal behaviours, research suggest that criminal activity has been linked genetically, with few suggesting that criminality can be explored using brain scans of parents and their children (Taylor 2009). With crime rates at their highest since 2006 at 98 to the thousand, it is empirical that research continues to better understand the motive of the criminal ("Statista - The Statistics Portal", 2020).

If you wish to withdraw your data from the study, you must tell the researcher now.  After this point, all your data will remain confidential/anonymous and we will not trace it back to you.

If taking part in this study has raised any questions please speak to the researchers on Nicola Daniels 1809339@student.uwtsd.ac.uk or contact the academic supervisor Dr Stuart Jones S.A.Jones@uwtsd.ac.uk
Thank you once again for taking time to participate in this study.

Nicola Daniels 1809339@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

BSc Honours Applied Psychology 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Carmarthen 
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Final draft date: 20.07.20
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