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Why might terrorist organisations be involved in other types of criminality, and how might intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality inform counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
The focus of this essay is to explore why different terrorist organisations may become involved in other types of criminality and how the investigation and detection of that crime may provide crucial intelligence that can be used by counter terrorism branches to assist them in their investigations. The essay will first highlight what terrorism is and what the goal of different terrorist organisations may be, it will then explore the different types of criminality that terrorist groups may engage in and why those types of crime may assist them in their overall goals. How these types of criminality are investigated and detected will also be explored within this essay with a primary focus on the gathering of information and intelligence which can be used by counter terrorism branches to combat terror offences within the UK. Furthermore, this essay will focus on specific terrorist organisations that are either currently active or have recently been active within the UK that fall under one of three categories, Islamic Terrorism, Far Right Terrorism, or Northern Ireland related Terrorism. Within this essay there will be references made to related academic research and relevant case studies.
Terrorism is defined as the use or threat of different actions with the intention of influencing the government, influencing an international governmental organisation, or intimidating the general public with an aim to advance a religious, political, ideological, or racial cause. These actions include but are not limited to, violence against a person and actions that seriously disrupt with an electronic system. To be found guilty of terrorism offences a person does not need to actually carry out the action, merely planning an attack or gathering information which could be used to assist in carrying out an attack is still seen as an act of terrorism (The Crown prosecution Service, 2022).
Whilst the definition of terrorism highlights the overall goals of terrorist groups, this is a broad brush approach, and it must be noted that different proscribed terrorist groups can have vastly different aims even though their approach of achieving these aims can be similar. Islamic terrorist group, Islamic State, have declared their specific goals to be to consolidate and strengthen their control over the territories of Iraq and Syria and to expel the influence of Western Government’s such as the US and the UK (Nissay, 2017). Northern Ireland related terrorist group the Irish Republican Army (IRA) have declared their goals to be the establishment of a republic, the end of British rule within Northern Ireland and the reunification of all Irish territories (Cowell-Meyers and Arthur, 1998). Far right terrorist group FeuerKrieg Division (FKD) have declared its goals to be the violent destruction of modern society and the bringing about of a race war (CTEC, 2022).
The proscribed terrorist group Islamic State was officially formed in 2013, although the roots of the group have been traced all the way back to 2004. Although its main goals, as described above, have been to control vast amounts of territories in the middle east its secondary goal is to exact revenge against the western nations for its interference and occupation of countries such as Iraq, Afghanistan, and Syria. These acts of revenge have included the kidnapping and execution of Western journalists and aid workers and acts of terrorism across various Western nations. Islamic State has stood out from other Islamic terrorist groups due to the group’s brutality, the volume of attacks carried out and its ability to indoctrinate so called “lone wolf” terrorists who may not be under the same surveillance measures as known associated individuals. The most notable attacks in recent years include the Westminster Attack in 2017 which caused the deaths of 3 people and caused almost 50 people to be injured and the Manchester Arena Bombing in 2017 which killed 22 and injured 139, both of these high profile attacks were claimed by Islamic State. 

The proscribed terrorist group the Irish Republican Army or IRA has roots that reach back to the early 1900s, the original goal of the group was to remove the influence of Britain on Irish soil. Throughout the 1900s there were multiple deaths of Irish nationals that were linked to the unjust persecution of these individuals by the British Government. The situation involving the IRA is complex and led to a large amount of attempted and successful terrorist attacks within Great Britain and Northern Ireland within a relatively short time period. From approximately 1970 the IRA began to carry out terrorist attacks involving assassinations and bombings, these attacks began within Ireland but soon spread to mainland Britain, it is estimated that the IRA was responsible for the deaths of around 1800 people within a 25 year period (English, 2008). Although a ceasefire was eventually brought about by the Good Friday Agreement attacks by the IRA have continued, the most recent being the attempted murder of a high ranking police officer in February 2023. 
Far right terrorism, although not receiving as much media attention as Islamic terrorism is growing at an accelerated rate, the UK head of counter terrorism described far right terrorism as “My fastest growing problem” as caseloads jumped from 6% to 10% within 2 years (BBC News, 2019). Far right terrorist groups are most commonly born out of racist ideology, although there are multiple proscribed far right terrorist groups recognised in the UK the so called FeuerKreig Division or FKD will be specifically focused on within this essay. The FKD was deemed to be a proscribed terrorist group on 17th July 2020, the group itself is part of a collection of Neo-Nazi groups that is spread across the globe, although there have been no reported attacks within the UK there have been a number of death threats towards left leaning politicians within the UK, the main offences that have been carried out within the UK are members of the group encouraging “lone wolf” attacks with the view to incite a race war. Attacks such as these have been successful in countries such as New Zealand with the mass shooting in a mosque in 2019 which saw 51 people killed, and the shooting and bombing in Norway which killed 77 people (Bjørgo and Ravndal, 2019). 
Individuals involved in domestic or international terrorism will inevitably be involved in some form of criminality, often these crimes can include something as simple as expressing support for a prescribed terrorist group, however, in order to progress and achieve the overall goals of their specific terrorist group, these individuals may engage in other types of criminality in an effort to raise funds and followers. Although having vastly different aims, terrorist groups do not differ so far from Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) when looking at their structure and types of crime they engage in (Martinez-Vaquero, Et al, 2019). 
The ability to raise money in order to carry out terror offences is one of the key components when terrorist groups are looking to achieve their desired goals. During the troubles in Northern Ireland the IRA relied on donations from sympathisers of the cause, often these donations would come from areas within the USA that had historical roots linked to Ireland, however this process was slow and although it did generate significant resources the group also engaged in other types of criminality in order to raise more money (Cowell-Meyers and Arthur, 1998). One of the most common crimes committed by groups or individuals within the groups is the production and distribution of controlled substances such as cocaine, heroin, and cannabis. These substances can be produced either within the UK and distributed utilising methods such as county lines or produced internationally and trafficked anywhere there is demand. The use of county lines also allows for vulnerable people, often children to be recruited into the group and radicalised, certain Islamic Terrorist groups often utilise the abundance of opium in the middle east in order to synthesise and distribute heroin (Makarenko, 2004). The participation of terrorist groups in other types of criminality is a well known phenomenon and has been highlighted in pop culture multiple times, in the crime drama Sons of Anarchy, members of the IRA are shown to be shipping firearms to the USA in order to sell them and send the money back to Ireland to fund further terrorism (Sons of Anarchy 2008-2014). Far right terrorism is a relatively new threat when compared to Islamic terrorism and the IRA, this form of terrorism also appears to lack the same organisation as other groups, preferring to split into multiple smaller branches, because of this, the group FKD has not yet been linked to any criminality that would be used to increase the financial resources of the group. The FKD instead attempts to recruit “lone wolf” individuals by spreading hatred online through propaganda and misinformation, this can make it particularly hard to combat far right terrorism because a “lone wolf” attacker could come from anywhere (Lovett, 2019).
Although terrorist groups are constantly under the surveillance of multiple organisations, information and intelligence collected by police officers who deal with non-terrorist related offences that link back to the group can help to identify and eliminate potential revenue sources for these groups. Information and intelligence are used in all aspects of policing, in the simplest of terms, information is the word used to describe any piece of data that has not yet been assessed for its reliability or useability. Intelligence is the word used to describe any piece of data that has been checked for its reliability and then disseminated when it is deemed usable, intelligence is information however information is not always intelligence (Palmieri, 2005).
Intelligence gathered in the investigation of these crimes can be used to identify any previously unknown members of the group and potentially highlight the group’s ability to set up crime networks in new locations. Knowing when and where a terrorist group will be operating provides counter terrorism organisations to disrupt the activities of these groups, by doing this they may be able to stem the flow of money that these groups rely on to commit attacks and further their agenda which will, in turn, reduce the likelihood of an attack being successful (Richards, 2018).
This essay has explored why different terrorist groups may become involved in different types of criminality and how the investigation and detection of that criminality may aid counter terrorism departments in their investigations by way of providing them with much needed intelligence. The essay has explained what terrorism is and what goals specific terrorist groups may have, the terrorist groups that have been focused on have been Islamic terrorist groups such as IS, the IRA, and far right terrorist group the FKD. It has been found that the groups will tailor what forms of criminality they will engage in depending on the needs or wants of that group, be it financial gain or the recruitment of others.
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What are the key issues and challenges of operational policing in the UK, and what effect do they have on the investigation of volume and priority crime? Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience.
This essay will focus on what key issues and challenges the police face in the UK and what effect this has on the investigation of volume and priority crime. The essay will begin by explaining what the fundamental role of a police officer is, it will then highlight what the key issues and challenges of operational policing are, with the primary focus being on, resourcing, public confidence, and the overextension of the police servicer as an organisation. The term “volume and priority crime” will then be explained and how the highlighted issues have an effect on an investigation into these types of crimes will be explored. Finally, the essay will illustrate how these issues and challenges have created a cycle of failing and how this cycle might be broken by the issues and challenges being addressed. This essay will draw on academic research and case studies in order to support its findings. 

The idea of a modern, organised police service was first put into place in September 1829 by the then Home Secretary, Robert Peel. Peel’s idea was to implement a large cohort of officers within the area of London in order to keep the peace and detect crime. As well as establishing the role of a modern day police officer he also put in place nine policing principals that highlighted the role of police within society, these principals include:
· To prevent crime and disorder.
· To recognise that the power of the police to fulfil their functions is dependent on public approval and respect.
· To recognise that securing the respect of the public also secures the cooperation of the public. 
· To understand that the police are the public and the public are the police and that police officers are members of the public who are paid to give full time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence. 
· To recognise that the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder
These principles are as relevant today as they were when they were first established, however, as society has progressed, and the population has grown the role of a police officer has grown to mean that the police are expected to pick up the slack of other services that are unable to keep up with demand which has had an effect on the polices ability to investigate crime, including volume and priority crime (Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 2024).

Volume crime is defined as any crime which has a significant impact on the general public and the police services ability to combat it due to the volume or frequency of the crime. Priority crime is any crime that the police services deem serious enough to investigate it as a priority, this can include, robbery, burglary, and serious assaults. Priority crime and volume crime can become interchangeable depending on the circumstances, for example, if there has been a sharp increase in shop thefts this can become a priority for the police to investigate (The College of Policing, 2013).

The police as an organisation faces a wide variety of issues and challenges, some of these issues are specific to regions and others cover the whole of UK policing. There are three main issues this essay will focus on. The first is the lack of resources, including the recruitment of new officers and the retention of experienced officers. The second is the lack of trust, confidence, and cooperation from the general public. The third will be the overextension of the role of a police officer, including the police services role at mental health calls and taking the lead at other social issues. 
Correct management of resources is one of the keys to success in nearly every organisation and the police service is no exception, as with all public sector roles, as the population grows so to does the demand on public sector jobs, if the staff levels do not climb at a rate that matches the population growth the level of service that these sectors can provide begins to dwindle. This has been seen within the police force in the UK for the last 20 years. In 2008 the Government announced cuts in funding for all public service roles, this caused recruitment of new police officers to stop which had a negative impact on the number of officers working within the UK. In 2010 the UK had approximately 172,000 police officers, by 2017 the number had dropped to 150,000 officers. After 2017 the government announced that 20,000 more officers were to be recruited to in an effort to bolster numbers and cut crime, as of 2024, the number of officers is back at 170,000 (Clark, 2024). During this time the population of the UK increased from around 62 million people to 68 million (Macro Trends, 2024). While there has been a marked improvement in numbers due to vast levels of recruitment the police service as an organisation has failed to address the issue of retention of officers. Lack of support leading to low morale has been cited as one of the leading factors in officers choosing to leave the profession (Collins, 2016). There have also been issues of officers working within certain branches of the police service stepping down from their current roles, the case of Chris Kaba’s death and the prosecution of the officer who shot him resulted in a large number of officers handing in their firearms tickets in protest (Holt, 2024).

The model of policing used within the UK is commonly referred to as policing by consent, this means that the trust and cooperation of the general public is of paramount importance when investigating and detecting crime. Without the cooperation of the public witnesses are less likely to come forward which could completely derail the investigation (Bradford, 2014). While there are many factors which impact the public’s attitude towards the police, social media, personal experiences, and community experiences to name a few. The main thing that impacts public opinion is the coverage of policing by the mainstream media (Awan, et al, 2019). Recent coverage by the mainstream media of cases such as the kidnapping, rape, and murder of Sarah Everard by serving police officer Wayne Cousins, highlighted the failings within the police service in relation to the vetting of aspiring police officers, and the investigation of misconduct of existing officers, this coverage had a profoundly negative impact on the public opinion of the police as a whole (Dodd, 2024).
The disappearance of Nicola Bulley also resulted in news coverage that was critical of the police service and the investigation of the case. This again had a negative impact on the confidence that the public had of the police and their ability to carry out the job as required (Brookman and Pike, 2024). The constant criticism of the police by the media and the public has led to a drop in moral of serving police officers which has led some to question why they are doing the job and has resulted in large numbers of officers leaving the profession or stepping down into other roles.

The overextension of public services is another key issue within the UK, as certain services become overwhelmed and are unable to meet the demand it falls to other services to pick up the slack, the police service is no exception to this. The most current example is the expected involvement of the police at non-life threatening mental health incidents. When the ambulance service is unable to attend for several hours due to them being unable to meet the demand, it is left to the police to fill the gap that is left (Hollander, et al, 2012). This has led to the overextension of the police service and resulted in less time for the investigation of crimes. With already insufficient resources this has contributed to crimes not being investigated in a timely manner which further harms the confidence the public has in the police service (Dodd, 2023).

The issues and challenges described have a negative effect on the polices ability to investigate volume and priority crime. The lack of resources means volume and priority crimes are not being investigated in a timely manner and also not being prevented due to a lack of police presence, the lack of resources is being exacerbated by the overextension of a police officer’s duties, the example given of the police responding to mental health calls in place of medical professionals is a common occurrence and although it has been addressed by some constabularies not all of them have taken the same approach. Due to the police being unable to investigate crimes sufficiently this has led to a decline in the confidence and trust of the police held by the public, without the public’s cooperation witnesses are less willing to come forward and provide much needed evidence that would aid in the identification and prosecution of criminals perpetrating in volume and priority crime. The constant criticism that police officers face from the public and the mainstream media has had a negative impact on the general moral within the profession and may have contributed to the issue of the police services struggling to recruit and retain police officers.

The issues that this essay has highlighted a cyclical in nature, with each issue and challenge having a knock on impact on the next, this has led to a vicious cycle of failing that has not yet been broken. Focusing on one of these issues and not the others has been tried and tested by different constabularies multiple times but this has not resulted in a positive outcome, the primary focus is generally accepted to be increasing public confidence by pandering to public opinion which is a direct contradiction of the peelian principals, the findings of this essay suggest that the issues that need addressing first are the matters of overextension and lack of resources, by dealing with these issues, priority and volume crime will be better investigated which may lead to increased confidence and trust from the public. 

This essay has focused on three main issues and challenges faced by the police in the UK and the effect these issues have on the investigation of priority and volume crime. The role of a police officer has been described in line with the original peelian principals, the term volume and priority crime has been clearly defined to provide context to the essay. The three main issues and challenges have been highlighted and their impact on the investigation of volume and priority crime has been discussed. This essay has also provided insight on the solutions to the current problems surrounding policing and how other solutions may have a more significant positive impact on the issues faced by the police as an organisation.
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