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In the ever-expanding realm of educational technology, ClassDojo has emerged as a beacon of innovation, transforming classrooms and reshaping the way educators, students, and parents collaborate. Let's delve into why ClassDojo is not just good but a game-changer in the world of education.
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Is it a blessing or curse?







ClassDojo is an online platform designed to facilitate communication and collaboration between teachers, students, and parents. Its impact on the classroom can be substantial, as it introduces various features that enhance communication, classroom management, and student engagement.




	Class dojo – don’t teaching staff have enough on their plates?

So, ‘ClassDojo is a global community of more than 50 million teachers and families who come together to share kids’ most important learning moments, in school and at home—through photos, videos, messages, and more.’ Sounds great right? You get to see what your child is doing in school, have daily updates from your class teacher and can message them directly if you need to. What’s not to love? As a parent, it’s the dream app, to have an inside contact to the class teacher by avoiding the dreaded office staff, but is it really appropriate for parents to be able to contact their class teacher any time they want?
From a teaching position, it’s great to send messages out to parents regarding sports day or if they need to bring in PE on a different day. You can see who has read the message and ensure that everyone gets the same message. On the other hand, it can be a teacher’s nightmare... “Can you remind little Bonnie to go the toilet…, Can you wipe Jacks nose as he has a cold”.
Messages that used to be stopped in the office are now making their way into the classroom and parents are demanding more and more daily updates of their child, when teachers are losing time on teaching. 
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Katie E.
@katieerb
We love being able to use @ClassDojo to demonstrate our learning and share the results with family members using the portfolio!








“I was a ClassDojo Mentor, and even today I'm still a super fan. I believe in what our mission stands for, and that hasn't changed since day one. There is genuine care about helping make education amazing from our CEO to every engineer.”- Caitlin W.Content Marketing




So, how can it impact the classroom?
Behaviour Management:
Positive Reinforcement: ClassDojo includes a feature for awarding points and positive feedback to students for displaying desirable behaviours. This reinforcement system can motivate students to exhibit positive conduct and contribute to a positive classroom culture.
Behaviour Tracking: Teachers can use the platform to track and manage student behaviour over time. This data can be shared with parents, providing them with insights into their child's behaviour trends and achievements.

Communication and Parental Involvement:
Real-time Updates: ClassDojo enables teachers to share real-time updates, announcements, and photos with parents. This immediate communication keeps parents informed about their child's activities, achievements, and any concerns that may arise in the classroom.

Direct Messaging: Teachers and parents can communicate directly through the platform, fostering a strong home-school connection. This ease of communication can lead to increased parental involvement and support for students.
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Classroom Culture and Engagement:
Classroom Stories: Teachers can share highlights and important moments from the classroom through the "Class Story" feature. This helps build a sense of community among students and parents and promotes engagement in classroom activities.

Student Portfolios: ClassDojo allows teachers to create digital portfolios for each student, showcasing their work, projects, and achievements. This feature enhances student ownership of their learning and allows parents to track their child's progress.










Flexible Learning Resources:
Customized Resources: Teachers can upload a variety of learning resources, accommodating different learning styles and preferences. This flexibility ensures that learners have access to materials that resonate with their individual ways of understanding and processing information.
Adaptive Learning: ClassDojo's adaptability caters to the diverse needs of learners. Whether it's visual, auditory, or kinaesthetic, the platform's resources can be tailored to meet the unique learning styles of each student.




ClassDojo transcends being a mere communication tool; it is a dynamic force in shaping a positive and engaging learning environment. By addressing the unique needs of learners through positive reinforcement, personalized feedback, and adaptable resources, ClassDojo emerges as a valuable ally in the educational journey. As the educational landscape continues to evolve, ClassDojo stands as a beacon, empowering learners to thrive in their own distinctive ways.
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ClassDojo transcends being a mere communication tool; it is a dynamic force in shaping a positive and engaging learning environment. By addressing the unique needs of learners through positive reinforcement, personalized feedback, and adaptable resources, ClassDojo emerges as a valuable ally in the educational journey. As the educational landscape continues to evolve, ClassDojo stands as a beacon, empowering learners to thrive in their own distinctive ways.
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Mrs. K
@artwithmrs_k
Love using @ClassDojo to practice mindfulness! What a great way to start the day
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By fostering transparent communication, encouraging positive reinforcement, simplifying classroom management, and adapting to diverse learning styles, ClassDojo has positioned itself as a dynamic and indispensable tool for educators, students, and parents alike. As we navigate the digital age, ClassDojo stands out as a game-changer, enriching the educational experience and paving the way for collaborative and positive learning environments.
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What to see what it’s all about …
Check out this video on class dojo from a teacher’s point of view.


https://youtu.be/ElmQ7H7MHJM
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DCF…
Digital Competence Framework.


[image: Loading Icon" Images – Browse 3,158 Stock Photos, Vectors, and Video |  Adobe Stock]Empowering Tomorrow's Leaders: Navigating the Digital Competence Framework in Wales
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In the vibrant landscape of Welsh education, the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) stands as a beacon, guiding students on a transformative journey towards digital literacy and technological proficiency. This blog aims to explore the significance of DCF in Wales, shedding light on its role in shaping well-rounded learners ready to thrive in the digital era.









Instead of designing services from the viewpoint of what organisations think a citizen needs, a digital approach involves designing services that meet the needs of the end user. The purpose of the Digital Strategy for Wales is to set out a national vision for adopting a digital approach across Wales. (Wales Government, 2021)











Nurturing Digital Citizens
DCF instils a sense of digital citizenship, emphasizing responsible and ethical conduct in the digital space. Learners are equipped with the tools to navigate the online world, understanding their rights, responsibilities, and the broader societal impact of digital technology.
The framework encourages critical thinking about digital content, helping students discern between reliable and misleading information in the digital landscape.


Understanding DCF: A Blueprint for Digital Competence

Professor Graham Donaldson in Successful Futures (2015):
4 purposes for the new curriculum
6 areas of learning and experience
A digital competence framework
In response the Welsh Government published the Digital Competence Framework, the first aspect of curriculum reform in Wales, for delivery in schools and other educational settings in Wales. The Framework is designed to be used for all learners aged 3 to 16-plus to establish progression in their learning.
‘Learners should have digital competence. This is a set of skills, knowledge and attitudes that enable the confident, creative, and critical use of technologies and systems. It is essential for learners if they are to be informed, capable and have the potential to be successful today.’  (Digital Competence Framework Guidance, 2018)
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DCF recognizes the importance of creativity in the digital age. Students are encouraged to produce and create digital content, honing their skills in multimedia, coding, and other digital mediums.
The framework fosters a problem-solving mindset, challenging learners to apply their digital skills to real-world scenarios. This prepares them for the dynamic challenges they may encounter in their future careers.












The Holistic Approach…
DCF is not a standalone curriculum, but an integrated framework woven into the fabric of various subjects. It ensures that digital skills development is seamlessly incorporated across disciplines, reflecting the interconnected nature of the digital world.
DCF unfolds across three essential strands—Citizenship, Interacting and Collaborating, and Producing and Creating. This comprehensive approach addresses the multifaceted dimensions of digital competence, encompassing societal awareness, collaborative skills, and creative problem-solving.

DCF is not just for students—it's a guide for educators as well. Professional development opportunities ensure that teachers are well-equipped to integrate digital competence seamlessly into their teaching practices.
The framework provides flexibility, allowing educators to tailor digital skills education to the specific needs and interests of their students.


Embracing the Digital Future

In a world where technology shapes the present and future, the Digital Competence Framework in Wales emerges as a visionary guide, preparing learners to navigate the complexities of the digital landscape. As Wales takes strides towards a digitally fluent generation, DCF remains a cornerstone, empowering students to not only use technology but to become responsible, creative, and critically thinking digital citizens. It's not just an educational framework; it's a roadmap to a future where every learner is ready to thrive in the digital age.












The internet could be a very positive step towards education, organisation, and participation in a meaningful society- Noam Chomsky.
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So, how will it be used?..
In-Class Activities
DCF is incorporated into lesson plans and activities across various subjects, ensuring that digital skills are developed in conjunction with subject-specific knowledge. For example, students might use digital tools for research in geography, create multimedia presentations in English, or employ coding skills in mathematics.


Flexible Learning Environments
DCF is adaptable to various learning environments, including online or blended learning. It equips students with the skills needed to navigate digital platforms, collaborate virtually, and engage with online resources effectively.
Given the increasing prevalence of remote work, DCF prepares students for future career scenarios where digital communication, collaboration, and project management skills are crucial.
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Community Engagement
DCF extends beyond the classroom, encouraging students to apply digital skills in real-world community projects. This might involve creating digital content to raise awareness, collaborating on community initiatives using online platforms, or leveraging technology for civic engagement.







Life skills and citizenship
DCF emphasizes responsible and ethical digital behaviour. This extends beyond school walls to empower students to navigate the digital world safely, critically evaluate online information, and contribute positively to online communities.

DCF encourages the application of digital skills in everyday life, from managing personal finances using digital tools to making informed decisions about online privacy and security.


	




· Mission 1: digital services
Deliver and modernise services so that they are designed around user needs and are simple, secure, and convenient.
· Mission 2:  digital inclusion
Equip people with the motivation, access, skills, and confidence to engage with an increasingly digital world, based on their needs.
· Mission 3: digital skills
Create a workforce that has the digital skills, capability, and confidence to excel in the workplace and in everyday life.
· Mission 4: digital economy
Drive economic prosperity and resilience by embracing and exploiting digital innovation.
· Mission 5: digital connectivity
Services are supported by fast and reliable infrastructure.
· Mission 6: data and collaboration
Services are improved by working together, with data and knowledge being used and shared. (Digital Strategy for Wales, 2021)










[image: Learning Online Stock Illustrations – 135,009 Learning Online Stock  Illustrations, Vectors & Clipart - Dreamstime]‘The term “digital” has many meanings in today’s society. It’s not just about the computers, tools and technologies that are changing all parts of our lives; it’s far bigger than that. It’s about taking a new approach.’ Lee Waters MS
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Urie Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory posits that individuals are embedded within a series of interconnected systems that influence their development. These systems include the microsystem (individual's immediate environment), mesosystem (interaction between microsystems), exosystem (external environments indirectly affecting the individual), macrosystem (cultural values and societal norms), and chronosystem (changes over time). Applying this framework to the digital realm allows us to understand the nuanced impact on CYP.



In the 21st century, the digital world has become an integral part of children and young people's lives, influencing their development in profound ways. As technology advances, it brings both opportunities and challenges, shaping the experiences of the younger generation. This blog critically analyses the effects of the digital world on children and young people (CYP) through the lens of Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory, examining the interplay between theory, policy, and practice.










The microsystem of children and young people is significantly influenced by personal devices and social media. While digital technology provides access to information and educational resources, excessive screen time and exposure to inappropriate content pose risks to their physical and mental well-being. Striking a balance between the benefits and risks is crucial in fostering a healthy microsystem.
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The macrosystem, representing cultural values and societal norms, plays a pivotal role in shaping CYP's digital experiences. As society becomes more reliant on technology, it is crucial to establish norms that promote responsible and ethical digital behaviour. Policies should reflect societal values, guiding young people towards positive engagement with the digital world.









Chronosystem - Rapid Technological Changes: The chronosystem, highlighting changes over time, underscores the rapid evolution of technology. Policies and practices must be adaptive to these changes, promoting digital literacy and resilience among CYP. Educational curricula need to incorporate ongoing updates to equip young people with the skills to navigate an ever-evolving digital landscape.

The mesosystem, where interactions occur between different microsystems, is greatly affected by the digital world. The quality of relationships within families and peer groups is influenced by online communication. Policy interventions need to address both the positive and negative aspects of these digital interactions, fostering healthy relationships and effective communication.











The exosystem, comprising external environments indirectly impacting individuals, is increasingly shaped by educational policies emphasizing digital learning. While online education offers flexibility and accessibility, it also widens the digital divide. Effective policies must ensure equitable access to digital resources, mitigating the disparities in educational opportunities.
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The Pros
· The digital world provides access to a vast array of educational resources, online courses, and interactive learning platforms, fostering self-directed learning and skill development.
· Social media and online communication tools enable children and young people to connect with peers globally, fostering cultural exchange and broadening their perspectives.
· Digital tools, such as creative software and platforms, empower young individuals to explore and express their creativity, encouraging innovation and artistic expression.
· Digital communication platforms facilitate instant and widespread communication, helping children and young people stay connected with friends, family, and support networks. Exposure to technology prepares children and young people for the increasingly digital workplace, equipping them with skills relevant to the 21st-century job market.


The Cons

· Prolonged use of digital devices can lead to health issues such as eye strain, disrupted sleep patterns, and sedentary lifestyles.
· The anonymity provided by the digital world can contribute to cyberbullying, negatively impacting the mental health and well-being of children and young people.
· Exposure to the digital world raises concerns about online privacy, as children may unknowingly share personal information or become targets of data breaches.
· Social media platforms often promote unrealistic beauty standards, leading to issues such as low self-esteem, body image concerns, and a constant need for validation.
· Excessive use of digital devices, social media, or video games can lead to addiction-like behaviours, negatively impacting mental health and academic performance.
· Excessive reliance on digital communication may lead to a decline in face-to-face social skills, impacting the ability to build meaningful relationships offline.




























In the ever-expanding digital world, ensuring the safety of learners has become a top priority for policies and organisations.


Governments and educational bodies establish statutory regulations that define and enforce standards for online safety in educational settings.
Educational institutions adhere to these regulations, implementing policies that align with legal requirements to create a safe digital environment for learners.


Educational policies often include components aimed at educating parents and guardians about online safety. This can involve workshops, informational sessions, and distribution of materials on responsible digital parenting.
Schools and educational organizations may organise parent-teacher meetings or workshops to inform parents about potential online risks and ways to mitigate them.










Online Monitoring and Filtering:
Educational policies may mandate the implementation of robust online monitoring and filtering systems to restrict access to inappropriate content and protect learners from harmful online experiences.
Schools and institutions invest in technology solutions that monitor online activities, ensuring a safe and secure digital learning environment.
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Some educational policies may incorporate the promotion of digital citizenship as part of the curriculum, emphasising responsible and ethical online behaviour.
Schools implement digital citizenship programs that educate learners on topics such as online etiquette, responsible social media use, and the importance of online privacy.





Professional Development and Training:
Policies may mandate ongoing professional development for educators to stay informed about the latest trends, risks, and tools related to online safety.
Educational organisations provide training sessions and resources for teachers and staff to enhance their digital literacy and ability to guide students in navigating the digital world safely.


Parental Control Tools and Resources:
Policies may recommend or mandate the use of parental control tools and resources to help parents monitor and control their children's online activities.
Schools and educational organisations may provide guidance to parents on the selection and effective use of parental control tools to enhance online safety at home.
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Navigating the Digital Frontier: Effects of the Digital World at Home and in School in a Changing World
In our rapidly evolving world, the digital landscape has become an integral part of our daily lives, profoundly influencing both home and school environments. As we embrace the benefits of the digital era, it's crucial to explore the multifaceted effects it has on individuals, families, and educational institutions. This blog aims to shed light on the profound impact of the digital world in both domestic and scholastic spheres, addressing the challenges and opportunities that come with this technological revolution.
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As we conclude our critical analysis, it becomes evident that the digital world's impact on CYP is intricate and multifaceted.
However, it's imperative to recognize that the digital landscape is dynamic, and new challenges continually emerge.
We can enable CYP to flourish in the digital era by creating an atmosphere where theory drives policy and policy directs practice. This will guarantee that the digital fabric that envelops them enhances rather than detracts from their cognitive, social, and emotional development.
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In the dynamic landscape of education in the United Kingdom, teaching assistants play a crucial role in supporting both educators and students. Their responsibilities extend beyond traditional classroom assistance, encompassing a diverse range of tasks that contribute to the overall success of the learning environment. In this blog, we'll explore the multifaceted role of teaching assistants in the UK and delve into how their involvement intersects with the realms of digital, blended, and face-to-face learning and teaching.
Embracing the Digital Revolution: Unveiling the benefits of Digital Teaching and Learning 











Accessibility and Inclusivity
Digital teaching and learning break down geographical barriers, providing access to education for learners around the globe. Students can engage with educational content from the comfort of their homes, fostering inclusivity and equal opportunities for all, regardless of location or physical limitations.
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What is a Teaching Assistant?
The role of a teaching assistant is integral to fostering an inclusive and supportive learning environment. Serving as valuable allies to educators, teaching assistants collaborate with teachers to enhance the overall educational experience. They play a pivotal role in providing individualised support to students, particularly those with special educational needs, by implementing tailored strategies and adapting materials to meet diverse learning requirements. In addition to assisting with classroom management and the delivery of lessons, teaching assistants contribute to the assessment process, offering valuable insights into student progress. They play a crucial role in promoting positive behaviour and addressing emotional needs, creating a nurturing atmosphere that allows students to thrive both academically and emotionally. Communication is key, as teaching assistants liaise with parents, caregivers, and other school staff, fostering collaborative relationships to ensure the holistic development of each student.






Preparation for the Future
In an increasingly digital world, integrating technology into education prepares students for the demands of the modern workforce. Digital literacy and proficiency in using various technological tools become essential skills that empower students to navigate the digital landscape confidently.











[image: Knowledge Clipart Images - Free Download on Freepik]
Computing is not just about computers anymore. It’s about living. 
– Nicholas Negroponte







Flexible Learning Environments
Say goodbye to rigid schedules and static classrooms. Digital learning allows for flexibility in scheduling, enabling students to learn at their own pace. This adaptability accommodates diverse learning styles and caters to the individual needs of each student, fostering a more personalised educational experience.
Blended learning, which combines traditional face-to-face instruction with online components, requires a seamless integration of various teaching methods. Teaching assistants contribute by collaborating with educators to design and implement blended learning strategies. They help manage online discussions, facilitate virtual activities, and provide additional support to students navigating the dual learning modalities.
Real-Time Collaboration
Collaboration has never been easier. Digital teaching tools facilitate real-time collaboration among students, whether they are in the same room or on opposite sides of the world. This fosters teamwork, enhances communication skills, and prepares students for the collaborative nature of the modern workforce.







Instant Feedback and Assessment
Digital assessments provide instantaneous feedback, allowing students to gauge their understanding of the material immediately. Teachers can identify areas of improvement promptly, enabling them to tailor their instruction to meet the specific needs of each student. This real-time feedback loop accelerates the learning process.
Teaching assistants play a pivotal role in the assessment process. They assist in the administration of assessments, provide feedback to students, and collaborate with educators in analysing student performance data. In digital learning environments, teaching assistants may also contribute to the management of online assessment tools.
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Digital inclusion, the equitable access to and effective use of digital technologies, is a critical aspect of modern society. However, numerous barriers hinder the achievement of widespread digital inclusion, resulting in significant consequences for individuals and communities….
· Limited access to devices, broadband, or digital infrastructure disproportionately affects marginalized communities, exacerbating existing social inequalities.
· Cultural differences and language barriers may impede understanding and usage of digital technologies.
· High costs associated with digital devices, internet subscriptions, and software can exclude economically disadvantaged individuals from participating in the digital ecosystem.
· Community-led initiatives, such as digital literacy classes conducted in community centres, have demonstrated success in addressing local needs.
In conclusion, achieving digital inclusion requires a comprehensive understanding of the barrier’s individuals face. By addressing access, literacy, affordability, and cultural considerations through evidence-based strategies and informed by relevant theories, societies can work towards creating a more equitable and digitally inclusive future.
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A psychological theory known as Maslow's hierarchy of needs explains how human wants are ranked from most important to least important. The hierarchy starts with the most fundamental physiological demands and concludes with the prerequisites for personal development.  The way we meet our requirements has changed as a result of digitalization, and it is important to comprehend how these changes affect our wellbeing. A helpful foundation for analysing how technology is changing the way we live and interact with the world around us is provided by Maslow's hierarchy of needs.














Abraham Maslow, a prominent American psychologist, is best known for his ground-breaking work in humanistic psychology and the development of the hierarchy of needs theory. Born in 1908, Maslow's contributions have left an indelible mark on the understanding of human motivation and behaviour. His hierarchy of needs posits that human needs can be organized into a pyramid, with basic physiological needs at the base, followed by safety, love and belonging, esteem, and self-actualisation at the pinnacle. Maslow contended that individuals strive to fulfil these needs in a sequential manner, with higher-level needs emerging only after lower-level needs are satisfied. This theory has not only influenced psychology but has also found applications in various fields, including education, management, and marketing. Maslow's emphasis on the pursuit of self-actualisation and the realization of human potential has had a profound impact on shaping modern theories of motivation and personal development. His legacy continues to resonate, reminding us of the fundamental human quest for fulfilment and self-discovery.
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