	Discuss the contribution of an antiquarian, archaeologist, historian, or any other kind of scholar to the field of Celtic Art



[bookmark: _Int_IsR8gI8w][bookmark: _Int_qwO1Ag7F][bookmark: _Int_GlGBpR4l]George Petrie was an Irish archaeologist from the early 1800’s. Born in Dublin in 1789, Petrie would go on to contribute work for a number of antiquarian magazines, join the council of – and secure artefacts for – the Royal Irish Academy, and publish multiple essays regarding architectural remains in Ireland.[footnoteRef:18119] His works resulted in him often being referred to as “the father of Irish archaeology” and contributed to a ‘Celtic revival’ in Irish culture,[footnoteRef:14369] to an extent that his name is considered one of the most honoured of the Irish renaissance. Throughout his life, Petrie became experienced in many fields, such as Art, History, Antiquities and Archaeology.[footnoteRef:20940] [18119:  George Petrie – Irish Biography, Library Ireland]  [14369:  “An Irishman’s Diary on the debt we owe to George Petrie, the ‘father of Irish archaeology’”]  [20940:  Cox, Michael F. “George Petrie.” The Irish Monthly 41, no. 479 (1913): 233–48. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20503385.] 

[bookmark: _Int_ERQWnHXk]In his early life, Petrie originally followed in the footsteps of his father’s profession and began a career in art. As an artist, he focused on painting landscapes in watercolour, though he did also used other materials.[footnoteRef:7330] It wasn’t until about the age of nineteen that Petrie began to look into the world of antiquities, when he began travelling through the country in search of picturesque sceneries. It was around the same time that he began his collection of Irish airs, a type of traditional Irish music. Later, in 1855, Petrie would publish this collection under the title “The Petrie Collection of the Ancient Music of Ireland”.[footnoteRef:656] In 1821, he settled into his art career – becoming an associate of the Royal Hibernian Academy after its opening in 1826 and eventually becoming librarian in 1830 and president soon after.[footnoteRef:10492] From around 1816 onwards, Petrie also contributed articles regarding literature and antiquities to various journals. It was the establishment in 1832 of the Dublin Penny Journal that made Petrie’s work apparent, and his analysis and research become known. He edited the first volume of the magazine alongside the Irish author Caeser Otway and covered many objects of antiquities and the arts of Ireland. Following this, ten years later he was the sole editor for the Irish Penny Journal for the twelve months before it ended.[footnoteRef:30035] [7330:  George Petrie, MRIA – Royal Irish Academy]  [656:  Brian De Breffny, “Ireland: A Cultural Encyclopedia”, (London: Thames and Hudson), p. 191.]  [10492:  George Petrie – Irish Biography, Library Ireland]  [30035:  George Petrie – Irish Biography, Library Ireland] 

Petrie’s experience in collecting and examining the antiquitous led him to being elected to the Royal Irish Academy in 1828, and two years later he was voted onto the Academy’s council. Whilst being a councillor for the RIA, Petrie spent much of his time and energy in attempting to bring it new life: He founded both a library and a museum for the Academy, secured antiquities such as the second volume of the Annals of the Four Masters, which are a collection of Irish medieval history,[footnoteRef:1373] and the Roscrea Brooch, a 9th century jewellery piece.[footnoteRef:22057] [1373:  Dictionary of Irish Biography – Petrie, George]  [22057:  Stephen C. Briggs. “THE ‘ROSCREA’ BROOCH RE-PROVENANCED?” Ulster Journal of Archaeology 74 (2017): 74–86. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26788433.] 

During his time in the RIA, Petrie also submitted several essays to the academy on various historical and archaeological topics. Notably, his essay regarding the origin/use of round towers as ecclesiastical bell towers, his essay on Irish military architecture and his essay on the history of Tara Hill. It was for each one of these essays that Petrie was awarded the RIA’s golden medals.[footnoteRef:7403] In addition to his awarded recognition, the Academy also referred to Petrie’s essay on the round towers of Ireland as being perhaps the most valuable contribution made to Irish antiquities.[footnoteRef:28571] It was these round towers that were under debate and theory from historians on what their purpose was: from tombs and temples to refuges and treasuries. Some proposed they were built by the Vikings to keep watch on the local Irish, whilst others argued they were built by the Irish to watch for Vikings,[footnoteRef:26754] but Petrie’s analysis considered the towers alongside their church context and demonstrated that they were instead bell towers constructed before the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons. [7403:  “[An Historical Account of the Cunningham Fund].” Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy (1836-1869) 7 (1857): 416–17. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20489903.]  [28571:  “[An Historical Account of the Cunningham Fund].” (1857): 416. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20489903.
]  [26754:  Round Towers of Ireland - who built them and what were they for?] 

In 1824, the ordnance survey of Ireland was set up and in 1828, Petrie was put in charge of conducting the antiquarian and historical section of the survey, and by 1835 was responsible for covering the orthography of place names and cataloguing of historical artefacts.[footnoteRef:14259] Together, his work through the ordnance survey and his work with the Royal Irish Academy are how he laid the foundations for Irish archaeology,[footnoteRef:30057] and therefore how he ended up receiving the moniker ”father of Irish archaeology”. [14259:  Dictionary of Irish Biography – Petrie, George]  [30057:  George Petrie: Artist and Antiquarian] 

Petrie’s work under the ordnance survey was not without scrutiny however. In May of 1842, a letter was made to the government with an anonymous accusation by a protestant conservative claiming that Petrie surrounded himself with catholic radicals and therefore the topographical departments work was politically divisive and would revive animosities. This accusation led to Petrie’s department being closed later in 1842.[footnoteRef:27935] [27935:  Dictionary of Irish Biography – Petrie, George] 
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