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The Presidency of Donald Trump has been one of the most controversial in living memory. Amongst a vast array of issues, one of the foremost prior to 2020 was the policy in regards to borders, immigration and migration. Building upon increasing fear of “the other” after the terrorist attacks of September 11th 2001 and the policies of President Bush Jr. and the Southern border states independently, Trump campaigned successfully upon a platform of intolerance. From the early stages of promising to build a wall across the southern border and making Latin American nations pay for it (which have amounted to little or nothing), the situation transformed in a surprisingly rapid period into a system that amounts to little more than concentration camps – the ICE facilities and the separation of families at the border.
Yet these events have not occurred in a vacuum. Numerous questions arise when one examines the current situation with migration to the United States of America from South America, the Middle East and the Caribbean:
· What led to the current situation historically? How recent or not is the issue?
· Why are these border controls so specifically targeted? It is notable that the same rules do not apply to the Northern border, or to immigration from Europe or other countries in the so-called “developed” world.
· Why is the USA experiencing such immigration?
· Is this unusual in the history of the USA?
· To what extent is this a “true” issue, or an issue that has been exaggerated for political goals?
· What conditions are there in South America that are causing migration? 
I believe that the topic is worth investigating in detail: the events of 2020 have overshadowed the last three years of Trumps presidency, yet migration to the USA from Latin American states remains a prominent issue.
I hypothesize that there are numerous factors at work and issues to be investigated. The order they are presented are in particular order, and are not intended to indicate importance.
· The myth of the American Dream, cultivated over the entire history of the United States, has created a situation where the USA remains one of the most attractive prospects for immigration in the world.
· A combination of social and political factors in Central and South American nations has created an urgent need for better conditions amongst the populations of these states. These factors include, but are not limited to: crime, despotic or corrupt regimes, and economic instability and inequality.
· The physical impossibility of policing the 3,145km Southern border, not to mention the coastlines of states such as Florida (2,170km) have made for a relative ease of crossing the border, creating a situation where day labour became common, encouraging further migration over time.
· The 20th century onwards saw the invention of the concept of Latino culture and the distilling of a disparate number of cultures and societies into an amorphous concept of a “race” of people in the eyes of the US public. The common cultural and linguistic issues of first-generation immigration, combined with the ready availability of low paying domestic or manual labour work particularly in the wealthy states of California, Texas and Florida have created perceptions of mistrust.
· The presidency of Donald Trump is the ultimate culmination of the negative developments within certain aspects of a reactionary segment of the United States.
In terms of methodology, I will approach the piece by making use of a variety of texts, some of which are detailed in the companion annotated bibliography with this research proposal. However, with its nature as an extremely current topic, engenders a need to consult recent journalistic works. These may take the form of published literary nonfiction texts, but will often be taken from journalistic articles. Sources will be as varied as print, audio, video and internet media. Care must be taken to be aware of the political leanings of the sources: The intended sources are not subject to the same rigorous rules as academic work. It would behove the essay greatly to take a “litmus test” of sorts culture both North and South of the equator by examining popular culture of the late 20th until now. This would be done by investigating such media as film, literature and television. These would grant valuable insights into the changing nature of politics and perceptions of South America, particularly from the perception of the USA.
There are numerous potential issues to be aware of when writing this paper. My personal understanding of the issues Latin American cultures are limited, and I will need to take care to carefully research and understand the issues at hand. Further, literature on the topic, academic or otherwise, is likely to be politically charged and must be approached with this in mind.  The scope of the work is also an issue, as only so many topics can be addressed within the word count available. To this end, a small selection of countries will be examined, and analysis will focus on a small number of events. 
In terms of structure, the essay will begin much as this research proposal has done. An introduction to the topic will set the issue of migration to the USA in context with current events, before engaging with selected events of the history of migration over a longer period of time in order to provide wider context for the overall piece. The essay will then make use of current statistics and other sources in order to attempt to address the “real” state of migration and immigration to the United States, legal or otherwise, and the impact and efficacy of recent administrations through their policy decisions. The essay will then discuss the social and political conditions of a selection of South American states, focusing on two or three countries in order to maintain coherence and to provide better analysis of the topic. Throughout the will piece together the various fragments of research formed as the essay has progressed, and attempt to analyse them as they arise. However, the last segments of the work will be devoted to making conclusions about the information gathered ultimately assessing the reasons for and responses to Latin American migration to the United States. 
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