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Multilingualism and Multi-Thinking 

Introduction: 

Good afternoon, thank you for joining my presentation today. The purpose of today’s presentation is to educate you on what bilingualism is and the benefits it can have on the development of a child’s divergent thinking as well as their cognitive function. I will be linking my research to my activity as well as, theory and frameworks. I will also be discussing the impacts of bilingualism including its affects on a child’s social skills including a child’s own emotional perspective. 

Main body: 

To begin with, what is bilingualism? According to NALDIC (2011) Bilingualism can not necessarily be defined. Being bilingual can have a different meaning to one person compared to another. Bilingualism to a majority of individuals is considered to be the ability to speak two different languages at a degree of confidence. Although an individual can inhibit bilingual characteristics this can be at a minimal capacity of proficiency and can still be viewed as being bilingual. A child being raised in an environment that encourages bilingualism offers them with an opportunity to learn a second language to some extent additionally implying that they are bilingual. Therefore defining bilingualism can be controversial. 

Baker () states that there are many dimensions to Bilingualism. This can vary from age, ability, balance, development and environment. However there are two main types of early childhood Bilingualism, the first being Simultaneous Bilingualism and the second Sequential Bilingualism. As described there is a primary contrast between the two, this divides children who have had a greater opportunity to explore two languages from birth and those who obtain them later. Simultaneous Bilingualism can be where a child is raised in a bilingual household, this can be where both parents each speak a different language to the child allowing the child to be exposed to both languages learning them simultaneously. Whereas Sequential Bilingualism can be considered where a child is exposed to one language of the home and then goes onto learning a second language in a nursery or school setting. During my activity I was aware that it supported sequential bilingualism. Due to Welsh being compulsory for all children attending schools in Wales (Wales Online, 2019) as it is the national language. However some children participating are not first language Welsh speakers considering this, it was significant that I used the immersion method encouraging all children to take part. As described by Phorms Education (no date) the immersion method is when children are immersed in a ‘language bath’. Children experience an additional language in authentic everyday contexts as well exploring it in their familiar settings. Through teaching methods like immersion or the ‘sandwich method’ children are able to hear, speak and learn an additional language in their setting. This type of technique provides children with the capacity to learn naturally without any pressure or vocabulary stress. Stated by UK Essays (2023) when describing Bruner’s view on an adults ability to scaffold a child’s learning this can be accomplished through the immersion method. The key aspect to scaffolding is that the adult is responsive to the child, scaffolding is a reciprocated process which both child and adult are involved in. Bruners idea builds on Vygotskys prospective that children learn through interactions providing a more engaging circumstance.    

Indicated by Surupi (2022) bilingualism offers children with the opportunity to express themselves including their thoughts and emotions. As a child grows and they begin to explore the world around them they become proficient at another language as well as offering them the freedom to engage with a variety of different cultures. Bilingualism can have a constructive impact on an individual’s well being. Bilinguals tends to have a more positive outlook on the world, viewing different languages, cultures, religions and traditions as beautiful happenings of the world guiding individuals to have a more open and accepting approach to life. Issa and Hatt (2013) supports Surupi (2022) emphasis on the importance bilingualism has on cultural identity. Many children feel that their language is an extension of their home town and culture. Young children are curious due to this they develop a natural interest in the past this can vary from what their community was like when their parents and loved ones were their age. As described by Gov Wales () when discussing Curriculum Cymreig (2003) through Celtic traditional holidays like St Davids day children are encouraged to participate in songs of their home town as well as enjoying a range of foods associated with their culture. Providing children with the opportunity to gain knowledge and an understanding of their community’s values and traditions. Care givers in addition to early years settings have the responsibility to provide children with their right to an identity (United Nations, 2023 Article 8). This can be achieved through encouraging bilingualism by providing a basis for children to experience their culture offering a sense of meaning of their community along with their own identity.  

Bilingualism besides having a positive impact on a child’s emotional and social development it equally influences a child’s cognitive growth. As described by National Literary Trust (2022) bilingualism stimulates brain development and assists children to absorb, due to their ability to think of one idea in two languages. This is supported by Meisel (2019) when indicating that bilingual children are also credited with a magnified mental flexibility in comparison to monolingual children. The executive function of the brain plays a key role in this as it aids the mental tasks considered in the kinds of languages used, that have resulted in advantages in bilinguals. Bilingualism donates to a greater executive function as well as ageing. According to Bialystok (2012) bilingual children have a more advanced ability to perceive and recognise the structure of language as well as the meaning. Although in comparison to monolingual children, bilinguals have a more controlled smaller vocabulary this however can result in slower responses when pronouncing words. Nevertheless when considering the research of the development of a child’s linguistic and problem solving skills bilingual children scored considerably higher than monolingual children. It was discovered that managing two languages rearranges distinct networks, fashioning a greater constructive control and encouraging a better life long cognitive ability for the child. Indicated by BBC Radio (2015) when describing Chomsky’s theory (1960) on a brains in born structure to acquire language. Chomsky believed that children are pre programmed with a instinctive ability to acquire language he called it a LAD a language acquisition device. Children are born with a natural tendency to organise spoken language they hear in a variety of grammatical ways. Encouraging a child’s resilience in later life when considering their language and linguistic skills.

Bilingual children signify greater divergent thinkers as described by Booton, et al. (2021). Bilingualism increases executive functions through more diverse cultural occurrences providing children with a more creative approach to problems. Demonstrated by Guilford (1967) divergent thinking is made up of four main assets. This incorporates fluency, flexibility, elaboration and originality. According to Hoffman and Russ (2012) play has a key role in the facilitating of divergent thinking skills in children. The cognitive process in play contains divergent thinking. Children who exhibit a better imagination trough pretend play are likely to be better divergent thinkers. Linking to Guildfords assets of originality. Robinson (2017) expressed that divergent thinking is a necessary property to creativity as well as bilingualism. Creativity extends a child’s potential to interpret something generating multiple answers, statistically “98% of children are considered a genius at divergent thinking”. Supporting this is Lennebrugs critical age hypothesis (1967). Described by OECD (no date) demonstrating Lenneburg suggested that language can only be acquired during a ‘critical age’ period begging in early life and stopping at puberty. Considering Robinsons statics that children are considered genius at divergent thinking this can also be described in children’s ability to develop a second language according to Lennebrugs hypothesis.  

As indicated by Thomas () there are many disadvantages to bilingualism in children. This includes the bilingual brain in children having to work harder due to them having to ‘juggle’ both competing languages. While using one language bilingual children are forced to ignore the other. Practitioners supporting bilingual children must be aware of this to be able to provide the appropriate support for the child. This can be difficult when involving a bilingual child in a monolingual classroom teaching the entirety of the class techniques like ‘sign along’ can be time consuming yet affective. For practitioners to provide a successful technique like ‘sign along’ it is significant that they gain an understanding of the uniqueness of each bilingual child’s experiences with the language. According to Simply Psychology (2023) when discussing Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, children are provided with rich learning experiences through interactions with other children. Vygotskys perspective on interactions is relevant when considering bilingualism as it is likely for a child to feel overwhelmed or pressure to fit social norms if they are unable to speak the language of their peers. Possibly impacting their development due to their difficulty to learn from their peers as Vygotsky argued the significance of interactions has greater affects on a child’s mental functions. 

To conclude as I have discussed there are many benefits to Bilingualism including both greater cognitive function and divergent thinking skills. As well as Bilingualism providing children with the knowledge and understanding of their culture including their own identity. Despite this there are some disadvantages for bilingual children including their possible in ability to make friends and likely struggle in a monolingual classroom. I hope you have enjoyed my presentation, thank you for listening. 
