[bookmark: _Toc71302290]4. Chapter Four: Data Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc71302291]4.1 Introduction
The research's techniques and methodology were outlined in Chapter 3. The purpose of this study is to investigate how the public views the value of police stop and search powers. In order to do this, two main objectives were determined to investigate through research and an online survey.
1. To what extent has stop and search powers impacted on local community relationships.
2. Are there any lessons to be learn from their use within the community?
This section will present and evaluate the information obtained from the researcher's original research. To gather information about how the public views stop and search powers and how they affect their communities, an online poll was prepared and completed by 21 people. This chapter will refer to the analysis carried out as part of the literature review and the online study completed.

[bookmark: _Toc71302292]4.2 Data Analysis 
According to Wickham (2016), data analysis is a complex and multifaceted process that involves the systematic extraction of valuable insights from unprocessed datasets through an extensive method that includes data collection, cleaning, transformation, and application of various statistical and computational methodologies. 
Data analysis requires a synthesis of statistical knowledge, domain understanding, and technological know-how. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle once wisely said, "It is a capital mistake to theorise before one has data." The explanation of this complex procedure is evidence of the fundamental role rigorous, systematic analysis plays in drawing significant conclusions from the vast field of data (Broman, K., & Woo, K. H. (2018).
[bookmark: _Toc71302294]4.3 Questionnaire Findings
[bookmark: _Toc71302295]4.3.1 
Question 1) What ethnic group do you identify as? 
Question2) Have you or a vehicle you were travelling in ever been stopped and searched by police?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q.1 What ethnic group do you identify as?. Number of responses: 21 responses.]Figure 1 -21 responses
It was crucial to comprehend the topics covered from the perspectives of many diverse ethnic groups in order to get a more comprehensive picture of the community's viewpoint of police stop and search powers.
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Figure 2 – 21 responses.
Finding out how many people had been stopped and searched by the police was the aim of question 2. The next three questions focused on the experiences of those who had been stopped and searched by the police, thus those who answered "no" were instructed to move on to question 6.









4.3.2 
Question 3) How did you feel after the stop and search was conducted?
Question 4) Has being stopped and search effected your mental health?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q.3  How did you feel after the stop and search was conducted?. Number of responses: 6 responses.]
Figure 3 – 6 responses
In Question 3, the majority of those who were stopped and searched felt uncomfortable afterwards. Merely 33.3% said they had felt the same way previously. 33.3% of respondents said that they felt harassed, unhappy, and upset following their police stop and search. This went against the findings of the Miller et al. (2001) report, which indicated that 66% of people who had not broken the law thought the police performed a good job. This also affirmed (Reid Howie, 2001) which stated that young people who had been stopped and searched left them, feeling harassed, scared, and frightened.
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Figure 4 – 6 responses.
Given that 50% of respondents said the experience had a detrimental effect on their mental health, Question 4 confirmed Skogan, (2006) claim that a bad experience holds more weight and would have a higher influence on behaviour. Skogan (2006) also claimed that the stop and search would cause unfavourable emotions which is supported by the participants responses to this question.










4.3.3
Question 5) Were the ground and/or reasonable suspicions explained clearly to you? 
Question 6) As a member of the community do you feel the police power of stop and search deters criminals?
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Figure 5 – 6 responses.
Question 5 showed whether grounds and/or suspicions were used by officers to explain to the person being searched prior to the search beginning. This affirms the point made by (Delsol and Shiner, 2015) that the procedures of stop and search are not being followed correctly under the ‘reasonable suspicion’ as authorities have used suspicious behaviour, or the persons looks as grounds to detain them.
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Figure 6 – 21 responses.
Question 6 asked if the public believed that the police discouraged criminal activity by using the stop and search power. Numerous individuals made it clear that they thought the power effectively deters criminal activity. These results are in line with those of Ratcliffe and Taniguchi (2015), who discovered that while advancing the goals of justice, the community's confidence in the police's ability to maintain law and order also increases.







4.3.4
Question 7) What impact has stop and search had on your community?
Question 8) Do you agree that stop and search is effective in reducing crime in communities?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q.7  What impact has the stop and search power had on your community?. Number of responses: 21 responses.]
Figure 7 – 21 responses.
To assess the use of the stop and search authority and how the community views it, it was necessary to look at how it affected the community. Just 4.7% of respondents thought this was detrimental to their community. The results also support the research by Lum et al. (2018), which found that a well-implemented stop and search strategy raises the general well-being of the community.
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Figure 8 – 21 responses.
The overwhelming majority of participants believed that stop and search was a useful power in reducing crime in communities, however 14.3% disagreed. These answers go counter to the research's findings (Weizer and Touch, 2005). They contended that more frequent and forceful stop searches could jeopardise efforts by community policing. One may argue that the reason for the significant differences in answers is the time gap between the study by Weizer and Touch (2005) and this study.








4.3.4
Question 9) Does stop and search within the community increase the community’s faith in police?
Question 10) Does stop and search make people more or less likely to report issues to the police?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q.9 Does stop and search within the community increase the community’s faith in police?. Number of responses: 21 responses.]
Figure 9 – 21 responses.
This found that over half of participants agreed that stop and search increased the community’s faith in police. These responses contradict the finding within the study conducted by Reiner (2010). Although there is a time difference between this study and that of Reiner (2010). Reiner stated that residents can view stop and search operations as symbols of excessive policing and an authoritative overreach. Which is disproved by these findings. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q.10 Does stop and search make people more or less likely to report issues to the police?. Number of responses: 21 responses.]
Figure 10 – 21 responses.
Question 10 looked at whether people would be more or less likely to report issues to the police because of stop and search powers. These findings support (Nagin et al, 2015). Nagin et al (2015) states that people seeing or learning about stop and search procedures, would make people feel that police are capable of apprehending criminals. Which could explain why many participants would feel more likely to report issues to the police. 









4.3.5
Question 11) Do you think police stop and search powers are used fairly towards black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) people and white people in Britain today?
Question 12) In your opinion, based on what you seen or heard (not through social media) has stop and search harmed the relationship between the police and BAME members?
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Figure 11 – 21 responses.
Surprisingly and contrasting to some research, responses to question 11 showed that 66.7% of people felt that BAME members were equally targeted by the police for stop and search. This contradicts one research conducted by Ellis (2010) stated that black people are stopped and searched a disproportionate number of times compared to white people and that there is racist behaviour used by police officers in Britain. However, Ellis (2010) research also falls in line with research conducted by Office of national statistics (2022) which stated that people of African or Black British descent were searched at a rate that was 6.2 times greater than that of people of European descent. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q. 12 In your opinion, based on what you seen or heard(not through social media) has stop and search harmed the relationship between the police and BAME members?. Number of responses: 21 responses.]
Figure 12 -21 responses.
A significantly large number of participants stated that they believed that stop and search has harmed the relationship between the police and BAME members. These results are supported by research conducted by Bowling and Phillips (2008) which states that nothing has harmed the relationship more than the improper use of stop and search powers. 









4.3.6 
Question 13) In your opinion, based on what you have seen or heard (not through social media) has stop and search been used as a way of punishment or a legitimate way of detecting criminal activity?
Question 14) Do you agree that police officers use fair and accurate information to decide who is stopped and searched?
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Figure 13 – 21 responses.
Question 13 looked at if stop and search has been used as a way of punishment or a legitimate way of detecting criminal activity. As shown above it is clear that the participants felt that the stop and search powers are a way of detecting criminal activity. This contradicts the report by Flacks (2020) which states that stop and search powers are used as a tool for punishment and not as a legitimate way of detecting criminal activity. 
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Figure 14 – 21 responses.
Question 14 showed that 52.4% agreed that police officers use fair and accurate information to decide who is stopped and searched. This contradicts the information provided by the IOPC (2023) which stated that the grounds for the searches, such as the information, is far weaker in those from an ethnic background. Research carried out by Yesufu (2013) states that stop and search cannot be considered lawful unless the suspicion is based on fair and accurate information while the IOPC (2023) claims the information required on searches was not present and not to the acceptable standard. 









4.3.6
Question 15) Does stop and search increase confidence of security within the community?
Question 16) If you have not been stopped or searched by police, how do you think it would make you feel if you were?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Q.15 Does stop and search increase confidence of security within the community?. Number of responses: 21 responses.]
Figure 15 – 21 responses.
As supported by Peterson et al (2023), a high number of participants stated that they felt that stop and search increased confidence within their community. Peterson et al (2023) stated that police stop, and search has no detrimental impact towards the police from communities. Peterson et al added that the only negative influence from a stop and search would be from those affected by it and that these interventions result in a drop in crime, which would increase confidence in security within communities.

Figure 16 -21 responses.
Question 16 had written responses from participants:
One participant stated, they would feel ‘ok if it was explained and reasoned.’
Another stated ‘If they had grounds then I would be pleased that they were fulfilling their role legally.’

While another wrote:
‘Worried but also reassured that police are proactive.’

And another:
‘It would make me feel uncomfortable, like I had done something wrong even if I hadn't. Feel like everyone will be watching. make me feel anxious.’

This supported the assertion made by Hales (2018) that the community was happy to have stop and search procedures in place because they believed they served as a deterrent to criminal activity. As previously said, the public and local communities believed that stop and search procedures demonstrated police officers' "proactive" performance of their jobs. A small number of individuals reported that they would feel discomfort and anxiety if they were stopped, which is supported by Peterson et al., (2023), claims that it may only negatively influence those directly affected, e.g., stopped and searched. According to several participants, they said that being stopped and searched would be detrimental to their mental health which gives weight to the argument provided by Fleck (2020). Fleck (2020) stated that it is crucial to consider the long term effects of stop and search policies, particularly on youth communities.  
4.3.7
Question 17) Why would you have negative opinions to the police if you haven’t been stopped and searched?
One participant stated, ‘Through word of mouth, other people's experiences impacting your opinion.’
Another stated ‘The media states that police are racist’.

While another wrote:
‘They are not using their powers to prevent criminal activity.’

This method was used to investigate and broaden the communities' perceptions of the police and see whether they would feel differently about being stopped and searched. This supports the claim made by (Dodd, 2023) that police still have a distance to go before gaining the confidence of the public. It is evident from media reports that the police force's ability to impact the trust of larger populations has not yet reached the desired level that they would hope for. One comment regarding racism falls in line with claims made by Fountain et al (2007), who stated that members of the Turkish and Jamaican communities feel they are singled out due to racism and stereotyping in the police. 
[bookmark: _Toc71302306]4.4
Conclusion 
This chapter achieved the objectives:
1. To what extent has stop and search powers impacted on local community relationships.
2. Are there any lessons to be learn from their use within the community?
In conclusion, the present study identified that the general public, although a small number, believe that police stop, and search powers are beneficial to their communities. 
However, there are still many lessons to learn, and improvements needed with the use of this power in ethnic communities. Another lesson to learn from using this power is the aftercare of the individual that the power has been used upon. Public opinion has positively differed slightly from research found in the literature review and the public perception is that there are many benefits to the police stop and search power in their communities. 
This chapter has successfully analysed the data and discovered the communities’ views on police stop and search. The last chapter will achieve the final objective of looking at conclusions, findings and recommendations of the stop and search power and it’s use in communities.
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