The 3 main tenses of academic writing: past simple, present simple, present perfect. Workshop Tasks

1. 
a) 	Complete the sentences using the appropriate Present-Perfect form of the         verb in brackets.
b)	Why is the simple past form of begin used in the text?

From a European perspective, there 1.____________ (be) little research on teaching and learning in small rural schools over the last two decades (Kvalsund & Hargreaves, 2009), and information on the incidence of multi-grade teaching is difficult to find (Mulryan-Kyne, 2007). Little (2001) points out that most research on multi-grade teaching 2._____________(focus) on its impact on students’ learning. The discussion of multi-grade teaching 3. _______________ (address) the question of whether students’ learning results are better in single-grade classes or in multi-grade classes, but studies 4.__________________ (not find) significant differences between these two forms (e.g., Veenman, 1995; Åberg-Bengtsson, 2009 ; Lindström and Lindahl, 2011). According to Hoffman (2003), around the year 2000, the increased awareness of multi-age education as a child-centered strategy began to arouse interest in the practice throughout the United States as well as in many other countries. For example, in the Central-European German-speaking research area, multi-grade teaching 5._____________ (investigate) in recent years, especially from the point of view of school reform. The practice 6.____________ (seen) as a possibility to optimize the phase of school beginning, as multigrade teaching enables flexible school entry and does not “dramatize” developmental differences between children (Heinzel, 2007, p. 38).



2. Choose the correct tense (present simple, past simple, present perfect) of the verb in brackets for each of the following sentences.
a) International students ________________ 30% of current enrolments at British universities.  (CONSTITUTE)
b) Recently, a South Asian business entrepreneur ___________ in two new UK online startups.  (INVEST)
c) The data ___________ into doubt, the effectiveness of the government’s legislation. (BRING)
d) The students ____________ how long the task has taken. (ESTIMATE) 
e) Now we _________ our ideas, it easier to structure our presentation. (FORMULATE)
f) Students in today’s university, ___________ the necessary skill manage their time effectively (LACK)
g) The customer service worker  _________ to the complaint. (LISTEN) 
h) The customer service worker  ___________ the complaint and now implements a   procedure to resolve the problem. (HEAR)
i)  Students _______ better access to technology on campus since last year. (WANT)








3. Read the excerpt and highlight all the verbs.  (The first verb in the first sentence has been done for you) 
a) Identify the tense form of each verb that you have highlighted.
b) Identify the function for each tensed verb. 

Approximately 10% of the population is diagnosed (PRESENT SIMPLE, REFERS TO PREVIOUS RESEARCH) with dyslexia (Habib, 2000). Specialized testing most often reveals this disability in third grade or later, when there develops an observable differential between reading achievement and IQ (Wenar & Kerig, 2000). This late identification poses severe problems for effective remediation. At the time of diagnosis, poor readers are on a trajectory of failure that becomes increasingly difficult to reverse. Attempts at intervention must both focus on remediation of the impaired components of reading as well as extensive rehabilitation to reverse the growing experience differential. 
Educators and researchers are aware of the need for early diagnosis. In response, research investigating early correlates of later reading ability/disability has burgeoned (e.g. Wagner et al., 1997). However, these early reading studies primarily focus on school age children (e.g. Share et al., 1984). To date, only a few studies have focused on the reading trajectories of children younger than preschool, and there is little consistency within the existing studies (e.g. Scarborough, 1990, 1991). 
In the current study, we trace the development of the two aspects of the phonological processing deficit in a longitudinal follow-up study of two-year-olds. Shatz et al. (1996, 1999, 2001) investigated the underlying lexical structure in two-year-old children. Although their experiments were tailored to examine early word learning behaviour, their study design is uniquely suited to looking at the phonological processing skills of two-year old children as well. In this study, we measure the early reading skills of these same two-year-olds at five to seven years of age in order to determine the predictivity of the early two-year old behaviours for later reading ability.
4.   Can you explain why each of the following sentences was written in that particular tense? Choose a reason from the box below:

	· A general principle
· What happened in an experiment
· An idea that was held in the past
· Something that has changed over time
· The results of an experiment
	· A habitual action in the present
· Recent research and its present impact
· A claim
· A fact
· A methodology



a) The charcoal was ground and put in a container.
b) These findings highlight the danger of not monitoring a company’s cash-flow.
c) Kolb’s (1984) Cycle of Reflection is a model of great significance in developing your reflective writing. 
d) Advertisers work on the principle that most people like sugar.
e) Recent surveys have shown that most people prefer milk chocolate to white chocolate.
f) Many people have gained weight quickly because of a decrease in the frequency of weekly exercise.
g) The experiment indicates that chocolate can boost levels of Serotonin.
h) Smith maintains that a vegetarian sausage roll is not a sausage roll.
i) The foreign bacteria in the gut of the patient can be treated by a derivative of bananas.
j) It was thought that lithium batteries would replace the petrol needed for a combustion engine.
k) Many people drink Green Tea even though it contains high levels of caffeine.
(exercises adapted from the University of Adelaide: Available from: https://www.adelaide.edu.au/english-for-uni/tenses-in-academic-writing/exercise-3-explaining-tense-usage) 
5. Read through the passage below and examine all the verbs in the text. 
a. Identify the verb form and label the tense.  
b. Explain why the three tenses are appropriate and need to be used.
Computer-mediated communication (CMC) has developed at an astonishing rate in its short history. With the launch of the World Wide Web in 1990 and the mass popularization of the Internet, many forms of CMC became widely used. These different types of CMC can be differentiated on two parameters: (1) the number of recipients of a message and (2) the synchronicity of the communicative event. Though it is possible to have multiple recipients in instant messaging IM, (it is primarily used for one-to-one dialogue. IM is also synchronous, since participants are “electronically present at the same time” (Paolillo 1999). Instant (or near-instant) reply is the norm, as spontaneous, real-time dialogue takes place. IM is unique in that it is the only one-to-one synchronous type of CMC.
(Exercise taken from the University of Boston. Available from: https://www.bu.edu/teaching-writing/resources/tense-use-in-academic-writing/)
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