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DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

A review into the current UK firearms licencing legislation and the call to review the current application process following mass shootings involving licence holders

Introduction - Research Background
My Name is Dylan Griffiths and I am a firearms licence holder, sadly the recent events in Plymouth has triggered calls for a review to the firearms licencing applications and process, this has sent shockwaves through the shooting community as many people rely on ownership of firearms as part of their day to day life such as farmers, land management, recreation shooters and athletes, I am proposing to review the history of firearms licencing in the United Kingdom and the process that police forces conduct during the application stages, this includes access to medical and mental health records, I shall also look at the views of the British association for Shooting and conservation (BASCS) who are working closely with licencing to protect the sport and shooting community.
History and statistics of firearms in the UK
The possession of firearms and ammunition in Great Britain has been mainly regulated by the firearms act of 1968, as of March 2021 the home office national statistics presents that there are a staggering 156,033 people who hold a valid firearm certificate and 565,929 hold a valid shotgun certificate in England and Wales (NFLMA 2021).
[bookmark: _Hlk87874547]Firearms licencing Act 1968 is an act of parliament that controls the use and possession of firearms in the UK, to possess a firearm or shotgun you must have a valid certificate, this is issued on behalf of the chief of police from your local force area and grants you the legal possession and use of a use of these weapons, to be able to be considered for one of these certificates you must undergo a strict application and vetting process and the chief officer must be satisfied that
1. the applicant has good reason for having the firearm
1. the applicant is fit to be entrusted with a firearm
1. the public safety or peace will not be endangered 

The firearms act has been extensively reviewed and amended to date following high profiles mass shootings that have occurred throughout history (firearms licencing 2021).
· On the 19th of August 1987 (BBC news 1987) reported a gunman named Michael Ryan went on an armed rampage in the English town of Hungerford, Ryan was armed with an arsenal of weapons and ammunition such as AK 47 assault rifles and armour piercing bullets, Ryan indiscriminately shot dead 16 people and shot and injured 15 more before turning the gun on himself, there has been no firm motive established for the killings that day. 

· On the 13th of March 1996 another high-profile incident would happen that again would call for a review into firearms licencing laws, Thomas Hamilton entered a primary school in the small town of Dunblane armed with 4 legally owned handguns and 743 live rounds of ammunition, Hamilton entered the school gymnasium where 29 year one primary children were participating in a physical education lesson, Hamilton shot and killed 15 children and their teacher, Hamilton also shot and injured 15 more (Bauer,B 1996).

· On the 12th August 2021 there was yet again another horrific massacre by a licenced firearm holder, Jake Davison shot and killed five people that included his mother and a three-year-old child in the Plymouth area (Dodd, V 2021)

All three suspects involved in the mass shootings have displayed questionable and concerning behaviour, following each incident there have been reviews and there are findings are as follows  
Hungerford shootings
Michael Ryan’s suffered with his mental health, had a lonely childhood where he was often singled out and bullied throughout his schooling and would later drop out of college with no qualifications, this made Ryan find solace in retreating into a fantasy military world where he made up stories such as being in the parachute regiment, the guns gave Ryan the feeling of power and control that he always lacked growing up (Carter, C 2017)
Dunblane shootings 
Hamilton had showed disturbing behaviour prior to the killings and was questionable if he was of right character to hold a gun licence, Hamilton was a disgraced boy scout leader, gymnastics teacher and boys shooting coach, it had been reported that he was showing strange behaviour as well as his apparently paedophilic activities (Squires, P 2007) 
Plymouth shootings
Davison was arrested for assault in 2020 where his guns were seized however they were returned in July 2021, this decision is currently being investigated by the independent officer for police conduct (IOPC).

 I propose to write a report and give an in-depth presentation surrounding the application process and my findings, I will highlight any changes that could be made to prevent such atrocities from happening again in the United Kingdom. 
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