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OVERVIEW

Part 1: Caucasus – A Contested 
Region

• Geographical and historical 
overview

Part 2: Case Studies

ARMENIA

- Remembering the Genocide

- Food and Intangible Heritage

GEORGIA

- Polyphonic singing as intangible 
heritage

- Commemorating Stalin

AZERBAIJAN

- Carpet Museum

- Edifice Complex





CAUCASUS REGION



CAUCASUS TODAY



2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War

• Azerbaijan make territorial 
annexations in occupied areas 
around Artsakh

• Ceasefire agreed, allows Armenia 
to retain presence in Artsakh

• Russian peacekeeping missions 
retained 

AZERI-ARMENIAN WARS



• Armenia = population c. 3 million

2021 GDP (purchasing power parity) est.  $40,500 million 
#124 in world

Capital Yerevan – population c. 1 million

• Azerbaijan = population c. 10 million

2021 GDP est. $151,866 million #77 in world  Capital Baku 
– population est. 2.3 million

• Georgia = population c. 4 million

2021 GDP est. $58,226 million #110 in world

Capital Tbilisi  - population c. 1.2million 

UK  c. 2021 est. $ 3,174,921 million; Ireland c. 2021 est. $500,270 million



A CONTESTED REGION

• Armenian, Georgian and 

Azeri kingdoms and states 

have been subjected to 

successions of conquests 

and annexations – Roman, 

Mongol, Persian, Seljuks, 

Ottoman, Russian …



HISTORIC ARMENIA
– MUCH LARGER LANDMASS THAN CURRENT NATION STATE

NOT CONTIGUOUS WITH BORDERS OF MODERN NATION STATE

Armenia in the 4th Century, 299–387 AD.



HISTORIC ARMENIA

• Armenian church est. 301 ACE

• Armenian alphabet systematized by Mesrop 

Mashtots, 405 AD



• Matenadaran, Yerevan 



HISTORIC GEORGIA

• Georgian conversion to Christianity 327 

to 332 ACE – under auspices of St Nino



HISTORIC AZERBAIJAN 

Zoroastrianism in antiquity  

Islamicisation in Late Antiquity into Middle 

Ages

Part of Seljuk Empire, 11th to 13th century

Nizami  Ganja, national poet of 

Azerbaijan (c. 1141–1209); Flame Towers, 

Baku (built 2007—2012)



EXPANSION OF RUSSIAN 
EMPIRE



GEORGIA IN RUSSIAN IMAGINATION

• Soviet-era Intourist posters – built on romantic 
imaginary established by 19th-century 
novelists like Pushkin, Lermontov and Tolstoy





GEORGIA’S TOURISM ECONOMY

Source: Eurasianet, 2019

https://eurasianet.org/measuring-the-impact-of-

russias-tourism-embargo-on-georgia

https://eurasianet.org/measuring-the-impact-of-russias-tourism-embargo-on-georgia


Georgian National Tourism 

Administration, 2019









BAKU OIL FIELDS – 19TH CENTURY



WORLD WAR ONE AND RUSSIAN 
CIVIL WAR

• November 1917 – Bolshevik Revolution

• May 1918 – Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan 
declare independence from Russia

• September/October 1918 – Ottoman 
occupation of Baku

• April 1920 – Bolsheviks (re)capture Azerbaijan

• November 1920 – Bolsheviks (re)capture 
Armenia

• February 1921 – Bolsheviks (re)capture 
Azerbaijan

• October 1921 – Treaty of Kars decides borders 
of South Caucasus (pictured) 



MOUNT ARARAT

Khor Virap monastery



ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE





TRANSCAUCASIAN SOCIALIST FEDERATIVE 
SOVIET REPUBLIC, 1922 TO 1936



POST-SOVIET CAUCASUS 

• April 1991 – Georgian independence 
declared

• August 1991 – Azerbaijani independence 
declared

• September 1991 – Armenian independence 
declared

• December 1991 – Soviet Union dissolved



ONGOING CONTESTATIONS 

• Disputed regions of Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia officially part of 
Georgian Republic

• Disputed region of Nagorno –
Karabakh (whose population is 
majority ethnically Armenian) 
officially part of Azerbaijan 



RUSSO-GEORGIAN CONTESTATIONS 

War in Abkhazia, 1992–1993

• Abkhazia secedes from Georgia

• State not recognised by UN –
deemed ‘Russian-occupied territory’ 
by Georgia

Russo-Georgian War, 2008

• South Ossetia secedes from Georgia

• State not recognised by UN –
deemed ‘Russian-occupied territory’ 
by Georgia

• Russia recognises Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia as separate republics



First Nagorno-Karabakh War, 
1988—1994

• Territorial dispute between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan over 
Nagorno-Karabakh

• Separatist Republic of Artsakh 
declared 1991

• Nagorno-Karabakh occupied 
by Armenian forces – de facto 
incorporation into Armenian 
state

• Internationally recognised as 
officially part of Azerbaijan

AZERI-ARMENIAN CONTESTATIONS 



2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War

• Azerbaijan make territorial 
annexations in occupied areas 
around Artsakh

• Ceasefire agreed, allows Armenia 
to retain presence in Artsakh

• Russian peacekeeping missions 
retained 

AZERI-ARMENIAN CONTESTATIONS 



PART 2: CASE STUDIES
ARMENIA 

REMEMBERING THE GENOCIDE

• Sabrina Papazian, ‘The Cost of Memorializing: Analyzing Armenian 
Genocide Memorials and Commemorations in the Republic of Armenia and 
in the Diaspora,’ International Journal for History, Culture and Modernity 7 
(2019): 55–86



REMEMBERING THE 
GENOCIDE

• What are some of the complexities surrounding commemoration of the 
Armenian genocide? 

• What legal and geopolitical considerations factor into discussions of the 
genocide?



GENOCIDE RECOGNITION

TABOO IN TURKEY

Article 301 in Turkish Penal Code states

A person who publicly denigrates the Turkish Nation, 

the State of the Turkish Republic or the Grand 

National Assembly of Turkey and the judicial 

institutions of the State shall be punishable by 

imprisonment from 6 months to 2 years.

- High-profile cases (though unsuccessful) brought 

against novelists Orhan Pamuk and Elif Shafak for 

comments about the Armenian Genocide (and 

for themes in Shafak’s The Bastard of Istanbul) 



REMEMBERING THE GENOCIDE

• According to Papazian, in what ways is the genocide remembered in 
Armenia, and in Yerevan in particular?

• How has memory of the genocide changed historically? For instance, what 
issues effected remembrance in the Soviet era?



ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
MEMORIAL, DEDICATED 1967

Lenin square 

protest, 24 April 

1965 – 50th

anniversary of 

deportation of 

Armenian 

intellectuals from 

Istanbul

Official opening of Armenian Genocide Memorial 

Complex, November 1967 lighting eternal flame





COMMEMORARTION DAY 
CEREMONIES, 24 APRIL





ARMENIAN GENOCIDE MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM, OPENED 1995



REMEMBERING THE GENOCIDE

• Papazian suggests that commemorations of the genocide has some 
‘debilitating effects’ on Armenian culture (p. 66). What does she mean by 
this, and what examples does she present?





DIASPORIC GENOCIDE REMEMBRANCE

• In what ways might the genocide remembrance be effected by Armenia’s 
large diaspora?



DIASPORA – OED DEFINITIONS

1. The body of Jews living outside the land of Israel; the countries and places
inhabited by these, regarded collectively; the dispersion of the Jewish people
beyond the land of Israel.

2. In extended use. Any group of people who have spread or become 
dispersed beyond their traditional homeland or point of origin; the dispersion 
or spread of a group of people in this way; an instance of this. Also: the 
countries and places inhabited by such a group, regarded collectively.

3. The state or fact of having been dispersed from one's homeland or point of 
origin. Frequently in in diaspora





DIASPORIC GENOCIDE 
REMEMBRANCE

• How does Papazian interpret 
genocide memorials in France 
(Paris)?

In homage to Komitas composer, 
musicologist and to the 1,500,000 
victims of the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915 carried out in 
the Ottoman Empire (front base 
inscription)

Soghomon 

Soghomonian, 

Komitas (1869–

1935) 



DIASPORIC GENOCIDE 
REMEMBRANCE

• How does Papazian interpret 
genocide memorials in France 
(Paris)?

In homage to Komitas composer, 
musicologist and to the 1,500,000 
victims of the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915 carried out in 
the Ottoman Empire (front base 
inscription)

Soghomon 

Soghomonian, 

Komitas (1869–

1935) 



Reverend Father Komitas 
collected, up until the 
Genocide of 1915, the 
songs of oral tradition of 
the Armenian people 
and transcribed them: in 
this way he was able to 
save a patrimony of 
universal significance 
(right base inscription) 

To the memory of the 
Armenian fighters who 
were voluntarily 
engaged in resistance 
and gave their lives for 
France (left base 
inscription)



DIASPORIC 
GENOCIDE 

REMEMBRANCE

• How does Papazian interpret 
genocide memorials in the United 
States (Montebello, Greater Los 
Angeles, California)?

• In what ways might diasporic 
memory exist in tension with 
domestic political politics within the 
Republic of Armenia?



ARMENIAN GENOCIDE MONUMENT, PEACE 
GARDENS, CARDIFF, DEDICATED 2007



FOOD AND INTANGIBLE HERITAGE 
IN THE CAUCASUS 

Bahar Aykan, 'The Politics of Intangible Heritage and Food Fights in Western 
Asia,' International Journal of Heritage Studies, 22:10 (2016): 799–810.

• What issues have arisen in relation to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (ICH) convention in and around the Caucasus? 

• What does Akyan mean by ‘gastronationalism’?

• What geopolitical debates have been engendered by efforts to have 
particular foodstuffs and culinary dishes/practices listed as ICH? 





KEŞKEK, TURKEY



DOLMA (TOLMA), AZERBAIJAN



LAVASH, ARMENIA



LAVASH 
‘ELSEWHERE’





CASE STUDY
INTANGIBLE HERITAGE 

– GEORGIAN POLYPHONIC SINGING

Caroline Bithell, ‘Georgian Polyphony and Its Journeys from National Revival to 
Global Heritage,’ in The Oxford Handbook of Music Revival, ed. Caroline Bithell 
and Juniper Hill (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014): 573–597.



REMEMBERING STALIN IN 
GEORGIA

Sergey Salushchev and Kalina Yamboliev, ‘“Unfortunately, Some Mistakes Were 
Made”: Joseph Stalin and Public History in Post-Independence Georgia,’ The Public 
Historian 42:3 (2020): 33–60.

• What are some of the complexities surrounding the ways in which Stalin is 
remembered in Georgia?

• How does memory of Stalin fit into nationalist discourses in post-Soviet Georgia?

• What were some of the features of Stalin’s own stance towards Georgian 
nationalism?



REMEMBERING STALIN IN 
GEORGIA

• Sergey Salushchev and Kalina Yamboliev, ‘“Unfortunately, Some Mistakes 
Were Made”: Joseph Stalin and Public History in Post-Independence 
Georgia,’ The Public Historian 42:3 (2020): 33–60.

• How do Salushchev and Yamboliev compare and contrast:

a) Stalin Museum, Gori

b) Museum of the Soviet Occupation in the National Museum of Georgia, 
Tbilisi?



STALIN MUSEUM









MUSEUM OF THE SOVIET 
OCCUPATION



MUSEUM OF THE SOVIET 
OCCUPATION

Then-President Mikheil Saakashvili 

speaks with students during a meeting 

at the Soviet Occupation Museum, 

February 2009



CASE STUDY 
THE EDIFICE COMPLEX IN BAKU

Bruce Grant, 'The Edifice Complex Architecture and the Political Life of 
Surplus in the New Baku.' Public Culture 26:3 (2014), pp. 501–528.

• How do you interpret Grant’s concept of the ‘Edifice Complex’? What might 
the phrase mean?



THE EDIFICE COMPLEX



EDIFICE COMPLEX
• Term coined by activist Behn Cervantes to refer to publicly-funded vanity 

projects in the Philippines under Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos (1965–1986)



CASE STUDY -
THE EDIFICE COMPLEX IN BAKU

Bruce Grant, 'The Edifice Complex Architecture and the Political Life of 
Surplus in the New Baku.' Public Culture 26:3 (2014), pp. 501–528.

• How does heritage relate to the ‘Edifice Complex’ in Baku?

• What examples of heritage institutions does Grant discuss?



WALLED CITY OF BAKU – UNESCO 
PROPERTY



CARPET MUSEUM, 
BAKU.



BAKU MUSEUM OF MODERN ART



HEYDAR ALIYEV CENTRE
NAMED AFTER PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN REPUBLIC (1993–

2003), FATHER OF CURRENT PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV

Baku: An Art Lover’s Guide

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6iektx, c. 

40 mins – and on Moodle

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6iektx


BAKU WHITE CITY

• https://youtu.be/f16W6ZH5K1E - video 
on forced evictions 

https://youtu.be/f16W6ZH5K1E



