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Harold Lasswell (1902–1972)







2. Visual Culture Concepts and Examples







Mosaic of 

Christ 

Pantokrator in 

Hagia Sofia, 

Istanbul

Interior of 

Sultan 

Ahmed 

Mosque, 

(Blue 

Mosque) 

Sofia, 

Istanbul



‘A photograph is 

always invisible: it is 

not it that we see’







Henry C. Casselli portrait, 1989

Mark Hess, 1983

Aaron Shikler, 1989





























https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/opus-anglicanum-masterpieces-of-english-medieval-embroidery


RELIQUARY CASKET OF ST THOMAS BECKET, 

Ashmolean, Oxford



See Worcester Cathedral blog

https://worcestercathedrallibrary.wordpress.com/2015/06/03/memento-mori-death-and-hell-in-medieval-art/


Carlo Crivelli, 

Demidoff Altarpiece, 

National Gallery, 

London

https://www.nationalg

allery.org.uk/paintings

/carlo-crivelli-the-

demidoff-altarpiece

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/carlo-crivelli-the-demidoff-altarpiece


Lincoln Cathedral



Matenadaran, Yerevan, Armenia 



4. Visual/Material 

Cultures Case 

Studies















Nixon: I want to show you this

kitchen. It is like those of our

houses in California.

Khrushchev: We have such

things.

Nixon: This is our newest

model. This is the kind which is

built in thousands of units for

direct installations in the

houses. In America, we like to

make life easier for women…

Khrushchev: Your capitalistic

attitude toward women does

not occur under Communism.

Nixon: I think that this attitude

towards women is universal.

What we want to do, is make

life more easy for our

housewives …

When Material 

Cultures Clash: The 

Kitchen Debates

Soviet Premier Nikita 

Khrushchev and US Vice 

President Nixon exchange 

views, American National 

Exhibition, Moscow, July 1959



Khrushchev: Your American houses are

built to last only 20 years so builders

could sell new houses at the end. We

build firmly. We build for our children

and grandchildren.

Nixon: American houses last for more

than 20 years, but, even so, after 20

years, many Americans want a new

house or a new kitchen. Their kitchen is

obsolete by that time ….The American

system is designed to take advantage of

new inventions and new techniques.

Khrushchev: This theory does not hold

water. Some things never get out of date

– houses, for instance, and furniture,

furnishings, perhaps –but not houses. I

have read much about America and

American houses, and I do not think

that this is exhibit and what you say is

strictly accurate.

When Material 

Cultures Clash: 

The Kitchen 

Debates

Soviet Premier Nikita 

Khrushchev and US 

Vice President Nixon 

exchange views, 

American National 

Exhibition, Moscow, 

July 1959



• Levittown, Pennsylvania, built 1949–1951 = suburban community mass
produced adapting Fordist conveyor belt techniques



William Levitt (foot on car), Levittown 

construction site



Little boxes on the hillside,

Little boxes made of  ticky tacky,

Little boxes on the hillside,

Little boxes all the same.

There's a green one and a pink one

And a blue one and a yellow one,

And they're all made out of  ticky tacky

And they all look just the same.

And the people in the houses

All went to the university,

Where they were put in boxes

And they came out all the same,

And there's doctors and lawyers,

And business executives,

And they're all made out of  ticky tacky

And they all look just the same.

And they all play on the golf  course

And drink their martinis dry,

And they all have pretty children

And the children go to school,

And the children go to summer camp

And then to the university,

Where they are put in boxes

And they come out all the same.

And the boys go into business

And marry and raise a family

In boxes made of  ticky tacky

And they all look just the same.

There's a green one and a pink one

And a blue one and a yellow one,

And they're all made out of  ticky tacky

And they all look just the same.

Contain

ment 

and 

Confor

mity?









1964 Liverpool City 

Council documents on 

concrete construction 

methods



Sunday Times Magazine, 2 July 1978; September 

1978,



Daily Mirror, 13 October 1980, p. 16

The Independent , 15 July 1989, p. 38








