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W[footnoteRef:1]hat is a youth worker? A youth worker is a qualified professional whose aim it is to help young people shape a healthy and active life and to encourage young people to voluntary participate in fun and educating activities and to create a safe space to come and socialise with friends. Youth workers are the voice for young people, advocating on behalf of young people so they can be heard. Supporting adolescents aged 11-25 to develop their old and build new skills that will help them in life and improve their future. Youth work is achieved through non-formal educational workshops and enjoyable activities in a safe environment, usually in youth centres around the community and can also take place outside, in schools or colleges, out-reach centres, pop-up centres, churches and other community buildings. Solely focussing on the young people’s needs and helping them contribute to society and helping drive adverse childhood experiences. The youth work role promotes equality in clubs, opening up a social area for young people to come and socialize helping to encourage and strengthen valuable friendships and to spur new ones. Youth workers try to offer exciting workshops to entice young people to voluntary engage in non-formal education, the young people must want to give up their free time to learn and benefit from the help that the youth workers provide, the learning is made enjoyable so each young person enjoys the experience. This involves being approachable and friendly with the young people to teach them how to interact with others and giving them a feeling of trust and faith in humanity.  [1:  ] 

For the purpose of this writing I will be discussing the role of the youth worker within contemporary society, and how the role has changed in recent years.
During the past decade youth workers have had to adjust the way they deliver their profession, starting out as a few volunteers from their community setting up simple clubs in churches and to make contact with adolescents and offer them to voluntarily come and engage in fun activities to get them off the streets. Youth work as a sector has realized that the work provided by the youth workers needed to expand from playing pool games, rounder’s, table tennis, listening to music and watching television, but society’s young people needed a guide in the right direction of how to equip themselves with the skills of how to act in certain obstacles in basic life its self.
Jeffs and Smith (2010) ‘Youth work was born and remains the same fundamentally part of civil society. It is wrapped up with associational life, community groups and voluntary organizations’ 
meaning youth work is seen as a vital part of education in society and young people can benefit to a young person’s growth and essence at a crucial period in adolescence, by positively aiding to sculpt the best  character  that young person can be. 
Matt Done (2019)
‘in the last twenty years the principles of youth work have stayed the same but role of the youth worker has changed dramatically, initially from your general youth club worker to school based, out-reach youth justice, health based and community workers.’
The youth team has gone through a full cycle since recognising the urge to open up the profession to help young people, benefitting from funding from organisations to enrol in beneficial life skill outings that give the adolescents a taster of adventure and fun, funding agencies that allow workers to come and open small work-shops to talk about drug and alcohol abuse and sex education. However due to core funding restraints in the last few years the amount of funded work has dropped to a disabling low, and with core funding so uncertain and fluctuating without warning funding can cease at any time then solely having to rely on outside funding. 
The Daily Mail (2019 government association had claimed that funding is continuously being hit, with budget cuts of 50 per cent to youth offending teams. These funding decreases will affect the battle in prevention of young people getting into crime and drugs, local councils are having to wait to be told what their allocations will be in the future regarding youth justice.
Councils are having to spend more on other services, the Local Government Association (2019) (LGA) has hit back stating that ‘knife, gang and street crime will undoubtedly rise due to these cuts’
Over 2010 -2011 the L.G.A who represent 370 councils in wales and England say that the Youth Offending Team received around £145 million, but 8 years after the budget was slashed by half and then 2018 -2019 funding now at £7.5 million. Unfortunately the councils are now waiting in anticipation as to hear what the state of the next years funding will bring. 
According to Sky News (2019) the Local government Association said’ setting the budget within the councils without a grant makes it hard to plan the support services they can offer society’.
Arguments leaning heavily on the statements made by these authorities above all claim the same thing, if the youth team are to receive any more cuts to the service then how can they carry out the efforts that are so heavily needed to prevent young people joining gangs leading to drugs, knife and street crime. Society has had to keep up with the ever changing and increasingly ingenious tech gadgets, with mobile phones being brought into the family home and being part of every-day life, in 1996 the percentage of ownership of a mobile phone in the UK was a low 13%. Approximately 95% of the population now in 2020 own a mobile phone in the United Kingdom, S. O’Dea (2019). The modern word of society is in full swing of using such advanced technologies that help with day to day living and solving problems, with the world-wide-web (w.w.w) being introduced to the world curtesy of Tim Bernes-Lee and Robert Cailliau, and taking a massive part in life for general shopping from the minor things like toothbrushes to the major buys such as cars and holidays. Technology has assisted contemporary society by opening up the internet into a vast pool of never-ending entertainment, gaming and shopping. A stage for numerous online platforms for social media apps such as Facebook, created by Mark Zuckerburg 2004 and Instagram created by Kevin Systrom in 2010. Both identifying as social networking sites to keep in contact with friends and family online, and connecting people all over the world. 
(MacKenzie and Wajcman, 1985) tell us that ‘The social shaping of technology (SSE) is indeed driven by cultural and social groups that have influenced the path of technology change’. 
With all this access to the internet that undoubtedly eases life in society at the touch of a button and options for adults and young people are now in full swing accessing the W.W.W now at most facilities and shops offering free sign in Wi-Fi accessing  their internet. Giving young people a free rein to explore what the internet has to offer and most of the time with no parental guidance is now causing complications and opening a much sinister side called of the internet called ‘The dark web’. These complications include cyber bullying (bullying behind a screen) and young people unfortunately being groomed online by adult predators that want to exploit them. Youth work has had to adapt with the times and technology to help teach young people to recognise the dangers of online social media and bullying. The Internet has opened doors for easy access to selling sex and drugs online too, a well-used app by young people today called Snapchat (Foundered in 2011 by Evan Speigel and Bobby Murphey) daily offers sex a drugs in local areas at your finger-tips, youth workers are reaching out by talking about the harm of taking drugs and education on underage sex through interventions held in schools by school based youth workers. In past years young people in society would connect either in school or in their free time and have simple fun and could easily entertain themselves with a game of football or bicycle races around your neighbourhood, playing street games such as Kirby, cops and robbers or bull dogs for endless hours a day and maybe popping indoors to grab a sandwich, with no technology to influence them or screens to hide behind The Economist (2019). Sadly this is not the case now-a-days young people of today are feather bedded by society and a lot lazier, opting to stay in the home with adult company instead of going out with their friends. Engaging with a screen of some kind, like an X-Box’s or PlayStation games consoles that are now the latest rage of interest with young people. These consoles/screens are seen from a busy adults point of view in many families as a distraction and a peace keeper, as young people can sit behind a screen for hours upon end, being entertained by absolutely anything and parents know where their child is and know they are safe and not smoking or drinking or becoming a typical delinquent of society. Young people now-a-days are in fact better off than years ago with the temptation of all these gadgets at their fingertips, but the new age brings its faults such as obesity at an all-time high in society itself, not just children but adult’s too, the urge to want to ‘go out to play’ and simply run around or play on roller skates or a skate board and engage in a bit of freedom, it’s almost extinct among adolescents now to come home from school and head straight out of the door to socialise in person with friend’s. The Economist (2019). With parents allowing their children to stay in and access the internet for social reasons and not really having a full understanding of what comes with it online safety is becoming a major concern, parents and guardians sometimes don’t know the dangers their children may be potentially getting into. Youth workers can open the eyes of a young person to see the dangers of technology and introduce and encourage steps for young people to take to ensure they are safe at all times online The Economist (2019). Young people now get more attention from their parents or guardians compared to a generation ago, the percentage of deaths among young people is said to be fewer and less children are suffering neglect or are going hungry, The Economist (2019. Parents are now wanting to keep their children indoors more and more seemingly to protect their children from Traffic, crime and other hazards in the outside word in and around their communities, however this isn’t seen as a bad thing as young people are getting more attention and support from their families and the government is now giving adequate help to young people from a more disadvantaged background, The Economist (2019). Being stuck in doors behind a screen playing video games or connecting to friends via social networking sites is isolating young people from the real world, however in more built up areas like major cities and towns young people who don’t stay in on consoles are entering gangs, alas ending up caught in illegal and dangerous situations involving theft, drugs, knife crime and sex trafficking. Youth work can try to prevent the ever growing crime involving knives by opening up workshops and clubs to educate the young people and give them somewhere to go off the streets and to talk about daily life with them, but again with government cuts sadly this is limited. Over the years the pressure on young people has become greater and they are a lot more stressed and worried about fitting in with their peers, there is more pressure on them from school and more so on social media to comply with what is perceived as the ‘norm. Thus resulting in the youth workers role changing from supervising activities and playing games and coaching sports to one on one sessions due to problems occurring at school and arising through peer pressure especially since cyber bullying is on the up. The pressure is intense for young people and on some more intense developing in them not being able to cope with daily life, so the youth worker is now trained to help relieve some of these stresses and ready for any situation that could arise from a conversation with a young person. A decade ago while funding was at an abundance clubs were flourishing with a wide range of activities and healthy competitions to hook grab the young people’s attention. Such competitions were cooking, dance-offs, table tennis and pool tournaments, all held in clubs between the next towns. With medals, trophies and plaques awarded to the winning clubs, acting as a fantastic incentive for the young people to compete against each other. Alas with funding at a low for costs of travel and materials competitions have been put on hold until more funding is given. Trips were also very popular in club visiting local land marks and do fun activities like abseiling and ice-skating until the funding was cut and fees could not be met to pay for the travel and supplies.  
Youth work has changed massively during the past 20 years but the principles have stayed the same, wanting to help young people succeed in life and opening doors to broaden their options in careers and social relationships. 
Young (2006) said ‘youth workers need to initiate and develop relationships with trust and mutual respect with young people, which motivates them to understand and develop their values’. 
The principles and values over the years have not changed as equality, diversity and inclusion are still very much practiced and the participation and active involvement is still needed for youth work to successfully work. However the youth works purposes and professional role of the youth worker has changed, with-in the last two decade society has and will continue to evolve into a technology and media run planet, new job roles were introduced and more will be introduced to enable youth work to keep up to date with the young people and the changing times. Health based workers, centre based youth workers, issue based workers, school based workers, detached youth workers and out-reach workers all strive for the same outcome. To provide a stable and comfortable place for young people to go and meet with mates, to recognise, respect and actively respond and communicate with young people and with their voluntarily engagement help young people mould a positive future for themselves. Helping achieve positive relationships between family and friends and to help contribute to their educational and personal development by offering learning opportunities that will enable them to for fill their potential.   

















References
Jeffs, T. and Smith, M.K. (Eds.) (2010) Youth Work Practice. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
Matt Done. (2020). Senior Youth Worker. Pembrokeshire Youth Team. Pembroke Dock.
T A, Williams. (2019). On a Knife’s Edge. Daily Mail Online. The Daily Mail.
Local Government Association. L.G.A), (2019) Daily Mail Online. The Daily Mail.
Rebecca Taylor. News Reporter, (2019). Knife Crime. Sky News Online. Sky News
MacKenzie, D. Wajcman, J. (1985), The social shaping of technology: 2nd Edition, Open University Press, Buckingham.
O’Dea, S. (2019). Technology and telecommunications: UK Households ownership of telephones. (9th Aug) 1996-2018 
The Economist. January 3rd Edition. (2019),Why children’s lives have changed radically in just a few decades: The Generation Game. Special Report.
Young, K. (2006) The Art of Youth Work, Lyme Regis: Russel House
