Re-establishing UWTSD (University of Wales Trinity Saint David) Carmarthen’s LGBT Society
[bookmark: _Int_hRGD3Dti]As a member of the LGBT community, I believe that it is important for there to be spaces in place that are safe and neutral for all members of the community, especially in university where people can become very easily isolated. After learning that there were no spaces like this at all on campus, I decided that I would dedicate this project to establishing a society that would have weekly meetings for members of the LGBT community where people can chat, discuss their thoughts and experiences, and take part in activities the society will host. I aim to run this society with the help of a secretary and a treasurer to give Queer Carmarthen students a safe and judgement free space. 
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Why are Queer spaces so important?
[bookmark: _Int_xKM0DF0i]When starting research for this project I was shocked to learn that despite Carmarthen’s large LGBT population, there were no LGBT spaces on campus. To find out why this was, I got in contact with Bronwyn Mosey who is the student opportunities co-Ordinator for Carmarthen’s student union. I asked about how Covid had affected the societies and the student union, but as she was a student during this time, she could only give me limited answers, but was still able to provide some especially useful information about how the SU (Students Union) operated during this time. 
As Bronwyn states,” When [image: ]we went into lockdown, all events and activities went online- we had some webinars to make things, craft kits, seedlings to plant at home etc.” 
From this information it is safe to assume that due to Covid, the previous LGBT society could not operate anymore and was forced to cease operations due to Covid, and since the Opportunities team form the time have moved on, there is no one on the Student Union team now to resume the society as it was. But why is it so important that Carmarthen have accessible Queer spaces in the first place? 
[bookmark: _Int_2ErLUDyE]Queer safe spaces developed out of necessity, in times when homosexuality was illegal underground clubs were formed so LGBT people could have a place to go and be themselves without fear of arrest. As stated by Nathen O’regan from Spunout, “Very often they were the only place that queer people could openly socialise without the fear of abuse, or in some cases of prosecution. For example, illegal gay bars were set up by the Mafia in New York because it was against the law at that time for homosexuals to congregate together. The underground ballroom culture is another example of a queer space where transgender people, drag queens and other queer people would come together and perform during the 80s and 90s because they were frowned upon by the rest of society.” (Spunout 2023). Queer spaces are just as important now as ever, and while LGBT people no longer need to hide who they are in the eyes of the law, it can still be difficult for some to express themselves in day to day life. So, the new reformed Carmarthen LGBT society aims to create a space where anyone can be comfortable expressing themselves, gay or straight. We will do this by hosting weekly meetings where we can discuss our personal experience, ask questions freely about identity and queer culture, and get to know each other better to form a more well-rounded Queer community in Carmarthen so people who may not yet feel comfortable coming out know that there’s a supportive community waiting for them and that they are never alone. 
Social value and interest
[bookmark: _Int_lcLHeDVS]To gauge the general interest in setting up an LGBT Society in Carmarthen, I sent out a survey to get a better idea of what people would want from the society as a whole. I included the following questions:
· Do you consider yourself part of the LGBTQIA+ community?
· Are you aware of any LGBT spaces on campus?
· Do you believe the University could provide more LGBT inclusive spaces?
· How represented do you feel by university and student union advertising?
· Do you feel like you would personally benefit from a LGBT society on campus?
· If yes, how do you think the society could benefit you and other students?
· What events and/or services do you think the society could provide?
· Would you say you feel isolated or stressed by Anti-LGBT attitudes in the media?
· Do you think having an accessible safe space to talk about your stresses would help your mental health? If yes how?
· Would you attend socials and events put on by the society?



I used the information gathered from this survey to ascertain the level of social value creating the society may have. My results were as such:
[image: ]
Out of 16 responses, 68.8% of participants considered themselves to be LGBT. I found this to be reassuring, as there should be enough of a demographic for the society to thrive. 
[image: ]
All participants agreed however that they did not actively know about any LGBT spaces on campus. 
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100% of participants agreed that there should be more spaces available. 
[image: ]
There seemed to be a consensus that advertising could be more diverse, and I think the LGBT society would help with that. 
[image: ]
75% of participants felt they would personally benefit from the society. When asked why, the most common reasons given included: “having a safe space free from prejudice would be beneficial” and “being able to meet and talk to likeminded people.” 
When asked what events they would like to see the society host, participants listed Queer movie nights, trips to pride, weekly discussion sessions, and drag shows as their most wanted events. 
[image: ]
50% of participants stated they were stressed out by Anti-LGBT attitudes, however 37.5% were unsure. 
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[bookmark: _Int_hX0H0elV]The majority of participants stated that having somewhere safe to talk about their personal stresses would be helpful to them. I was particularly happy with this result as the society aims to be accessible for everyone, not just LGBT people. 
When asked how this would help them, some stated that just having a judgement free space that they knew they could go to would help them, while others shared that it would be helpful to learn more about LGBT and how they could be a better ally. 
[bookmark: _Int_g7SPyEw8]However, statistically queer people do face feelings of anxiety, depression, and even suicidal thoughts and tendencies as a result of social isolation, homophobia, and discrimination (Mind, 2023), and as right now with no queer spaces in place, the support available to those experiencing these things is limited.
[image: ]
And finally, most participants said they would attend society socials depending on the event, while 25% said they would attend anything. This makes me very hopeful that once the society is up and running, we will have plenty of willing members.
Based on the information gathered in my survey, I can confirm that interest is high, as is the social value of the society considering that this would be the only openly LGBT space on campus. Having collected this information, I am now confident in putting my plans for setting up the society into action. 
Getting the society started
The first step in setting up the society was to contact Bronwyn Mosey again, as the student union’s opportunities co-ordinator she would provide the help and information necessary to create a society according to the existing guidelines. I scheduled a meeting with her where we discussed what my society aimed to achieve, when sessions would be held, and who my team would be. For the society to be considered official, I would need to recruit a treasurer and a sectary while I take the role as society president. The roles required of each position would be as follows:
President/Captain 
· Act as the main point of contact for UWTSDSU and queries from club/society members 
· Be the figurehead and spokesperson of the club/society. 
· Ensure smooth running of the society, taking ultimate responsibility for events, meetings, and communication. 
· Take joint responsibility for funding applications in consultation with the Treasurer. 
· Ensure maximum participation in the club/society by students through active promotion at Freshers’ fair each year. 
· Arrange continuation of club/society from year to year, e.g., Co-ordinating handover during summer term if committee are graduating. 

Treasurer 
· Manage the club/society’s budget which must be through the UWTSDSU bank account only. No external accounts may be used for club or society business. 
· Be responsible for paying in and taking out funds on behalf of the society from their UWTSDSU bank account. 
· Keep records of income and expenditure, e.g., receipts, which MUST be returned with any claim back for money. 
· Ensure that external agencies used by the society send correct invoices if they need to be paid. 
· Ensure that any handling of cash is done in a trustworthy manner with full records kept. 

Secretary 
· Ensure communications between the club/society and the Students’ Union, keeping the SU informed of your events and activities so we can help you promote them on our website etc. 
· Keep a contact list of members with names, email addresses, and telephone from information gathered from the sign up through the internet. 
· Ensure everyone in the club/society recognises they have a common-sense duty of care towards one another. 
· Keep minutes at any meetings.

After some discussion with a few potential candidates, I settled on Ella Routledge for our treasurer, and Lee Williams as the secretary. Both Lee and Ella have experience in running clubs, and both consider themselves apart of the LGBT community, so both are well equipped to help with running our group. Next, I needed to fill out an application form that would be presented to a board of directors at their next meeting. Here I was asked to list our main aims as a society:
1. Provide a safe and accessible space for Queer students on campus
2.  Host events such as movie nights, chat sessions, and socials that are LGBT orientated 
3. Host trips to Pride festivals once a year 
4.  Promote Queer inclusivity across campus through fundraisers and charity events
5.  Educate and accommodate straight students who want to learn more about the community
I believe these all to be reasonable and achievable goals that can be completed in our first active year. We will have to work on budgeting and planning our events, as well as advertising them to our future society members. We will be charging a membership fee of £5, as well as charging for big events whenever applicable. 
Once our society is established, we will begin running weekly sessions where people can come to talk to one another, meet other queer people, learn new things, and have fun! We also plan to host Queer movie nights as requested in the survey, and using funds raised from society fees we aim to plan trip to Cardiff pride which will be advertised as our big event of the year. 
As of right now, the process of establishing the society is well under way and realisticly all we can do is wait. 
Conclusion and summary
To conclude, I believe I have succeeded in my original goal of establishing a LGBT society here on Carmarthen campus. Once the applications are viewed, we can begin the process of advertising the society and the events we will offer. From there we can begin planning socials and working towards creating the LGBT safe space this university is lacking. 
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Bronwyn Mosey Q&5 & &~
To: Rosie Trueman (2204064) Mon 08/01/2024 16:07

HiRosie,

1was actually a student at Carmarthen during this time, so | don't really know about the effect on clubs
and societies at the time unfortunately and all the Opportunities Team from the time have moved on.

Tknow that when | started my role, we were trying to keep some groups as many had graduated and
not re-started etc.

From a student perspective, when we went into Lockdown, all events and activities went online. So
rather than having the venues open, we had some webinars to make things, craft kits, seedlings to plant

at home etc. From what | remember, we didn't have a Welcome Fair for that year etc.

Apologies | can't be of more help, but hope your project goes well @
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