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[bookmark: _Toc108523835]Introduction 
This report will outline and focus on the concept of the Jury System in the UK, including its history, the Jury’s comprehension of the case, grounds of qualification, and disqualification, with some notable cases. Then after the concept of Jury Trial was introduced in England and became the fundamental part of legal procedure of judiciary system. Role of Jury involves to verify the government and involvement of citizens in decision-making in certain disputes. Its legal tradition of the Jury persisted. Previously Jurors used to acted as witness, later on, the concept of jury gained importance in the constitutional mechanism of the English Judiciary system. This report will discuss the concept of the jury, qualifications and disqualifications, jury sittings in specific cases and specific courts, the method of jury selection, and whether the jury system is inadequate or not. Furthermore, the role of the Jury in deliberation on many factors in court trials.  This thesis will determine the analysis of whether the Jury system is adequate or not and to achieve fair and efficient criminal trials.




[bookmark: _Toc108523836]The definition of juries
There are certain kinds of disputes which has requirement of hearing of group of citizens to decide whether a person committed a particular crime. This group of citizens is known as Jury and they deliberate their vote to decide whether that person is guilty or not guilty. The concept of the establishment of a Jury was introduced by Henry II by the appointment of the Twelve Knights to settle the dispute during the 11th Century. In English law, the origin of the Jury had found in the Anglo-Saxon Courts.
 The precise definition of a Jury in law is A historic legal institution of members of the citizen in a court of law who is called upon to participate and deliberate on the facts about a case and decide if somebody is guilty or not guilty. In England, Trial by Jury is the most traditional way under Common Law. In the history of trials, it plays important role in the administration of justice.  The concept of the Jury first time was introduced in Rhineland, after that in Belgium and all the other countries. Historically, the use of a jury was limited to the trial of major crimes and political crimes against the state (Chadborn ,2019)
Deliberation of juries, Federal rule for criminal procedure conducts certain provisions for applicability of the regulation of jury, their duties and responsibilities play important role in the process of determination of fact and falsity. Rule 6 of the prescribed act states provision for summoning the Grand Jury, objection, foreperson, deliberations and voting, recording and disclosing the proceeding, discharging the grand jury, excusing a juror, and many more (gov.uk,2022).
[bookmark: _Toc108523837]Qualification
The parliament of the United Kingdom has passed the act known as the Juris Act, 1974 to provide eligibility category for jury service. According to the prescribed act, the person must be acquired the right to register to vote in parliamentary or local government elections. The minimum age limit to qualify for a jury is eighteen (18) and the maximum age limit is Seventy (70). The citizenship possessed by the person shall be registered in the UK.
There are certain grounds for the disqualification of the Jury provided under the Juries Act, 1974. the following are the grounds for disqualification of the Jury. A person must be of sound minded and not declared insane or suffering any mental disorder; or disqualified from jury service for a particular reason, sentenced any criminal conviction, A person becomes a non-resident of Citizenship of UK, Certain professionals such as Police officers, Lawyers, or Employees of Government Agencies (legislation.gov.uk, 2022).
Who makes up a jury?
In the legal jurisdiction of England and Wale, the process of selecting a jury is known as the empanelment of the jury. At the start of the trial, several juries are 12 members according to Section 17 of the Juris Act, 1974 (legislation.gov.uk, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc108523838]Role and Duties of Juries
Jury plays very important role in the judiciary of England and Wales (Hall, 2021). The jury carefully read, observe, discuss, and considers all the evidence presented in the trial and decides whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty. The jury determines the truth and falsity of the case. Sometimes Jury has the responsibility to make specific findings which are also known as Specific findings (gov. uk, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc108523839]In which courts do juries sit?
The trials in the jurisdiction of the Crown Court summoned the Juries where the offense is an indictable offense or an offense triable either way that has been sent to the Crown Court after examination by magistrates.
There is a unified court system regulated by England and Wales, which is based on common law principles and originated in medieval England. It is categorised by three divisions: The Queen's Bench, the Chancery Division, and the Family Division. The Court of Appeal conducts sole procedure as an appellate chamber. The Civil Division has locus standi to hear appeals from the High Court and the County Court, and the Criminal Division has locus standi to hear the appeals from the Crown Court.
[bookmark: _Toc108523840]The problems with the jury selection process
Trial by Jury is known as a very old common law process in the judiciary system. The definition of the Jury stated that Jury is a group of citizens. These Juris are supposed to the representative of the citizens. The selection process of these citizens is electoral and random. There are several arguments that whether it is a reliable procedure?  Even though the jury helps the judge to determine the verdict with impartial justice, it is not considered a prompt system. The problem derives from this random selection of Juris, there is no regulation specified in it.
[bookmark: _Toc108523841]

The Practical Weakness of Jury Trial
Is stated by Blake that Juries are not enough intelligent to frame decisions in one of the arguments which are against a general legal framework. When there is gross unfair result occurs by judicial proceeding it is known as miscarriage of justice. It may possible that the defendant may be convicted despite a lack of evidence. The jury, on the account of provided document, determines whether the accused is guilty or not. (Howe, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc108523842]The Jury Tampering
It is one of the most controversial problems. The problem of Jury Tampering is serious pressure on the judiciary system. There is a notable case in the year 2010, in which, the Central Criminal Court (the Old Bailey) passed the judgment, in the case title R v Twomey and others (2011[1] Cr App Rep 29) as the first monumental non-jury criminal trial which involved a jury tampering in contemporary English legal history. Jury Tampering by bribery is also another major problem of the legal system. There are several bribery cases found in history in which juror accepts the offered money in exchange for favoring the defendant’s party.
[bookmark: _Toc108523843]Jury Intimidation
In the legislation of English Law, As per the provisions under section 51 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act, 1994 clearly stated that jury intimidation is a criminal offense in the history of English Law. The Section regulates the provision to cause the investigation to intimidation to a juror or and others. Even though, the provision under Section 51 was not sufficient to prevent jury tampering, especially in the trials by the jury on organized crimes. Therefore, any additional substitute to the jury system was necessary for the interest of justice to deal with jury tampering on its own until the Criminal Justice Act 2003 was enacted (gov. UK, 2022).




[bookmark: _Toc108523844]Suggestion
 Abolishing juries fixes the backlog of cases currently faced by the courts
The administration of justice needs to be improved by providing speedy trials at less cost. The backlog of civil and criminal cases causes to burden on the judiciary system. The application of jury system in case trials is time-consuming as well as costly. The jury trial is not essential in all cases, to secure the interest of justice. In the trial, both parties to the case has the right to challenge any or all of the jurors for cause (Campbell, 2020). The procedure of the Jury system is not sufficient or competent. 
The Coronavirus pandemic has laid a drastic effect on every pillar of infrastructure of the nation, in the worldwide. The judicial system is affected by worsening backlogs in the court system, causing lengthy delays in the hearing of cases. These strain the legal process and cause enormous distress to those awaiting trial hearings.
In the interest of improving the administration of justice, the lacuna in the jury system is multiple counts of the verdict. There are some alternative trial models available in the judiciary system, lay magistrate would be an appropriate substitute as a lay element in an English criminal trial as well as a jury trial. (Ramos et al., 2018) 
The lay-judge system is the transition from a traditional adversarial system to an inquisitional one suggested in this thesis. It has considered as the possible substitute models of the English criminal justice trial process without a jury, the English inquisitorial mixed jury, lay magistrates system, and judge-only system. Among these tribunal models, the expanding use of a lay magistrate is comparatively a practical and simplest way.



[bookmark: _Toc108523845]Conclusion 
This report briefly discussed the concept of a jury, qualifications and disqualifications, jury sittings in specific cases and specific courts, the method of jury selection, and whether the jury system is inadequate or not This thesis helped to explain the concept of the Jury System in the UK, including its history, the Jury’s comprehension of the case, grounds of qualification and disqualification, with some notable cases. There are various perceptions of the excellence to justify the case by involvement of jury. Previously, the jury is considered a fundamental part of judiciary system. Even though it is also found that The right to trial by jury is not enshrined in a constitution, and the jury system had several serious lacks such as Social pressure, legal opinions, ability to be impartial relevant life experiences, The effect of life experiences may bring to a case by the perception of a juror while understanding the facts and evidence. 
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