1. Stage: Trust vs. Mistrust (Infancy: 0-18 months)
Crisis: Can the infant trust that their needs will be consistently met by caregivers?
Virtue Developed: Hope
Case Study Example:
· Scenario: A child in the first year of life experiences inconsistent caregiving, sometimes being left to cry for long periods. As a result, the child becomes anxious around strangers and exhibits difficulty calming down in new situations. This foundational sense of mistrust can affect how the child behaves as they grow, possibly impacting their relationships with peers and teachers later in life.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Stage: Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt (Early Childhood: 18 months-3 years)
Crisis: Can the child develop a sense of autonomy and independence?
Virtue Developed: Will
Case Study Example:
· Scenario: A toddler who is starting to explore their independence (e.g., potty training, feeding themselves) is often criticized for mistakes by their parents. This leads to a fear of failure and doubt in their abilities.

3. Stage: Initiative vs. Guilt (Preschool: 3-6 years)
Crisis: Can the child initiate activities and explore their world?
Virtue Developed: Purpose
Case Study Example:
· Scenario: A 5-year-old in preschool eagerly starts drawing a picture but gets reprimanded for not following the assignment exactly. The child begins to feel guilty about their creative impulses and becomes hesitant to try new tasks without explicit permission. This lack of initiative might lead to reluctance to engage actively in classroom activities.

4. Stage: Industry vs. Inferiority (School Age: 6-12 years)
Crisis: Can the child develop a sense of competence through academic and social challenges?
Virtue Developed: Competence
Case Study Example:
· Scenario: A 7-year-old boy struggles with math and starts to believe he isn’t as smart as his peers. He refuses to participate in math activities, and this belief in his inferiority grows. On the other hand, he excels in art but doesn’t receive much recognition for it.

5. Stage: Identity vs. Role Confusion (Adolescence: 12-18 years)
Crisis: Can the teenager develop a strong sense of self and personal identity?
Virtue Developed: Fidelity
Case Study Example (Precursor for Older Primary Students):
· Scenario: A 12-year-old student transitioning to middle school starts questioning their interests and friendships. They feel pressure to fit in with certain groups but also desire to explore their own interests (e.g., music, sports). Without guidance, the student feels confused and anxious about who they are and who they want to become.

