[bookmark: _GoBack]Using Childe’s characteristics of complex societies. While beneficial in many ways as it offers a number of clear points in which it defines his methods of identifying a complex society, it does not offer a complete and final method of identification, however this essay will focus on the key points and how his points can be applied and compared to Rome. 

Rome, when compared to other societies offers a very good and (bias) self-documented account of many of its records and history. When applied with Childe’s concepts, which are more heavily based in social sciences we see a lot of factors that Childe’s list applies to Rome. While this does also depend on the period in which you look at the Roman Empire. As at times the level of Bureaucracy could be argued to be unstable and up until the western empires collapse much of this was failing on a governmental level, yet it did exist through the empire’s ‘existence’. 

When analysing Roman History and early civilisations, it is important to remember it is “undeniably an evolutionary concept” (Trigger, Understanding Early Civilisations 2007). Meaning it is not a constant, some features may evolve and change at periods of time. For example, it should be noted that Roman society had many features of Childe’s list, Such as Large settlements and populations built up in towns. Including Rome, Pompeii, and Londinium, the locations of these cities also made sure that long-distance trade was possible due to the roman economic structure of trade, and cultural integration between different peoples, such as Greece (to an extent, when they didn’t conquer). Furthermore, from Roman expansionism (Into the Mediterranean and Britain) it showed us their cultural art styles incorporated into different countries such as the Roman baths in Bath which “People came from far and wide to bathe in the waters and worship at the temple” (Roman Baths history, Bath Venues, 2019).  Which as mention by Childe’s I believe could be considered ‘monumental architecture’ or to some extent due to the exquisite craftsmanship ‘monumental art’.

Full time, and specialised craftsmen’s and divisions of labour, were a significant cultural part of Roman society. However, I believe a primary feature of Roman society that has been identified by child’s is point number twelve: “Resident specialist craft workers politically as well as economically under the control of secular or religious officials”.  Rome itself can be categorised as a two way divide between the plebs (commoners) and the ruling elite. “Rulers cultivated a luxurious style of life that distinguished them from the ruled”, (Trigger, Understanding Early Civilisations 2007 pg 45) as mentioned by Trigger, when compared to Roman history, many of the events, wars and political drama, was driven by these ruling elite. In order to expand or improve their empires in ways they saw fit. The time of democracy in Rome attempted to separate these factors, yet “Farmers – who constituted the majority of people in preindustrial societies, could not easily develop common goals beyond the local level”. This I believe allowed those in more built up areas to develop the ‘Specialist craft workers politically-‘ and further use the idea of a ruling class to make those who could put forward or establish their own ideas, acted initially as a voice for these farming communities, until it has evolved into an elite ruling class that can act to appease the people and their own interests.

The development of peoples of power, control and wealth is that key to the establishment and maintenance of the civilisation. ‘It appears that in all complex societies there is a strong correlation between wealth, power and prestige’. Meaning that the development of Political, economic, or religious ‘workers’ is an important factor to the development of a civilisation. In Rome’s case this is especially true, when looking at the development of the senate, then the reign of Emperors. And so forth with the Roman pontiffs and flamens and their level of privileges within societies, possessing great power over the masses and to some extent their roman royalty. 

In conclusion Childe’s methods of registering the complexity of a society are useful. Yet cannot be applied for every civilization, however for Rome they can easily be applied due to the nature of their culture. Trigger does offer an interesting adding important deductions on top of Childe’s. The powerful and the those in the societies elite in Rome controlled much of Roman culture, influencing in through their many actions. From Hadrian’s Wall in Britain, Bath, and the conquests of emperors and the senate.
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