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Group Presentation and supporting paper by Year 4 - Clare Warlow, Emma Roderick, Laura Davies and Vanessa Underhill.

The following essay relates to Child Grooming online and its background. What does online Grooming mean? Does it have an impact on a child? The following is going to discuss how online grooming began and that it is now a Criminal Offence (gov.uk, 2018), which is covered in the Section 67 of Serious Crime Act 2015 (legislation.gov.uk, 2017). There are new laws of Child Groomers that came into force on 3rd April 2017.  This is going to show how children are now affected from Online abuse and their emotions, also in finding out about the “Flaw in The Law”.  According to (Choo, 2009) there has been advances in technology that social networking, internet sites are being used extensively by children. 
Online grooming can and does affect children. This is a form of exploitation, it is sexual exploitation in fact which particularly affects children and young people.  Grooming is when anyone over the age of 18 communicates with a child of age 16 or under with the sole purpose and/or intention to initiate sexual communication or to gain a sexual response, it is when the perpetrator aims to build an emotional connection with a child to gain their trust for the purposes of sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or trafficking. 
The 3 top social media sites for groomers to initiate the contact with unsuspecting victims are Facebook, WhatsApp and Snapchat (National Society for The Prevention of Cruelty to Children, NSPCC 2017).  Online child sexual abuse has as much of an impact on a child or young person as sexual abuse that takes place offline only (Hamilton-Giachritsis, C.et al.2017) As stated by the NSPCC (2018) effects of online sexual grooming to name but a few are: 
Self-Blame 
Depression 
Nightmares 
Panic Attacks 
Low Self Esteem  
Up until recent years there was a ‘gap’ in existing legislation which made it difficult for police to act upon an early grooming case, therefore until the abuse escalated there was no law to stop this. The NSPCC launched the 2014 successful “flaw in the law” campaign to highlight to the House of Lords that there was a gap in the law which needed urgent addressing. 

The NSPCC launched a petition with over 50,000 signatures of support which enabled them to take this to the Labour Lord ‘Lord Toby Harris of Haringey’ who fully supported this campaign, He proposed the new clause in the Serious Crime Bill that would close the aforementioned loophole or “Flaw in the law”. 
Initially the Government resisted the amendment stating this was not necessary despite the fact there had been a 168% increase in contact to Childline about online sexual abuse (labourlords.org.uk, 2014). The Ministers involved argued that there were laws already in place, but some argued they were not comprehensive enough. With the joint efforts of the NSPCC and the 50,000 strong petition and Lord Harris’ backing the Government then agreed to look further in to this with the view to create a new offence if they felt it was appropriate and so the Government completed its consideration and created a new offence criminalising sexual communication with a child (Ministry Of Justice, 2017) This new criminal offence prohibits anyone over the age of 18 from communicating with a child aged 16 or under where the sole purpose is to initiate sexual communication which is now known as ‘grooming’. This offence is not just specific to online but also offline communication as well- this is also applicable to both oral communication and written notes as well as emails and text messages. 
The new offence is at found at Section 67 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 which inserts a new S.15A into the sexual offences act 2003(Ministry of Justice, 2017). The penalty for the offence is up to 2 years imprisonment and a fine and automatically an entry on the Sex Offenders List under the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (legislation.gov.uk, 2018).  On the 11th December 2014, then Prime Minister David Cameron announced the Government’s intention to create the new offence. The Prime Minister spoke about new measures to eradicate abuse including blocking search results, identifying images and law enforcement (Gov.uk.2014).  However, although the law was passed in 2015, by 2017 the legislation still had no official ‘start date’.  Police recorded 1122 offences of ‘meeting a child following sexual grooming’ in the year to September 2016 according to figures from the Office for National Statistics (NSPCC,2017).  This further enraged the Public who made numerous calls to Liz Truss, the then Secretary of State at this time for the act to be actioned urgently. Teresa May the then Home Secretary also called upon Liz Truss to act on this as a matter of urgency as 2 years had passed, and the act still had not come into force (The Guardian,2017). The NSPCC was again incited to call for some action and finally try and bring this action into force, Liz Truss then eventually announced that the act would become ‘enforceable’ as of 3rd April 2017.  More recent events since the Act has been enforced have been the reaffirming words of the Minister for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Matt Hancock who stated the Government needs to be more robust with the social media companies saying they too have a responsibility and a role to play in the part of safeguarding children and young people. (BBC,2018). 
Since 03 April 2017 when it became a criminal offence to have sexual communication with a child, the NSPCC say 3171 cases were reported in England and Wales. Childline also reported a 10% increase of children reporting online grooming which is around 9 offences on average a day.  
Figures show that since April 2017:
· 32.6% of grooming cases involved the use of Facebook
· 18.8% of grooming cases used the Facebook owned apps Instagram and WhatsApp.
· The second most-used app in grooming cases is Snapchat  at 13.8%
Matt Hancock the minister at the time has announced that new laws will be brought in to regulate social networks and that the government was working on making the UK the safest place in the world to go online and that can and must include grooming alerts. The NSPCC say grooming language can be picked up and an automatic alert could be sent to the child. Social networks and the Government are still not collaborating.
Meanwhile Facebook said it was already using technology to identify grooming behaviour.  Vera Baird, lead at the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners, agrees that alerts are imperative to worn and educate children to know how to respond to such a warning. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In a world of mobile phones, social media and online gaming, our children are even more vulnerable to online groomers. Yes, to protect and safe guard children, parents and schools need to educate them on how to stay safe online and not to communicate with strangers to prevent online grooming from happening in the first place. 
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