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During this assignment there will be themes of discussed about the importance and strengths of using evidence-based policing. Evidence-based policing is the process by which the best available knowledge informs and challenges policing policies, practices, and decisions. When it comes to law enforcement, anyone can apply the evidence-based policing method. It can be supported by collaborating with academics and other partners such as other forces (College of Policing,2025) Evidence based policing can be used in several different ways, some of these include criticising and inform policing decisions, practices, and policies (College of Policing, 2025) Outlining the issue that needs to be resolved is the first stage in implementing an evidence-based policing approach. Increasing knowledge of a police problem is now one way to do this. Police are now able to design a strategy and determine their next course of action to lessen the specific problem (Wood et al.,2024, p80)






A research team led by Professor Martin Innes started a continuous series of in-person interviews with important community members. In addition to helping police better identify and address community concerns, the effort produced fresh insights into how the public views and experiences crime and disturbance. Police can pinpoint exactly which issues, in which areas, are most impacting community safety thanks to the data they have gathered. For instance, they might determine that social disorder is the main problem for people living in one street, while graffiti is the main issue for people living in another. Police can provide a "smarter" response that is more directly focused on public priorities by focussing action on the problems and locations where most of the collective harm is taking place (Cardiff University,)
To prevent and minimise crime, address anti-social conduct and make people feel safer, officers collaborate with partner organisations and communities to have open discussions about issues which occur at the time. This is just a few of the roles of neighbourhood police officer (Gwent Police, 2023) There are many strengths and weaknesses that come with neighbourhood policing some of these include giving officers, staff, and volunteers a chance to build networks with the public, have informal conversations, obtain community intelligence and learn about issues within the area. It's also critical to sustain a certain visible presence throughout time, the police team's frequent meetings, foot patrols, and discussions with the community about recent problems they have observed can boost public trust and possibly lower local crime rates in the area (College of Policing,2024) They can boost public confidence by doing regular sweeps on the area to try and reduce crime, Even while the majority of people may not interaction directly with the police, an array of studies indicates that putting more of an emphasis on making sure officers engage with the public is likely to boost public trust in the force (Post Parliment,2024) In a recent survey conducted by the South Wales Crime Commissioner on whether the community had direct contact with South Wales Police in the last 12 months. One person mentioned “Our community hub is frequently visited by our local police departments and PCSOs, who serve as a supporting presence for our clients and educate the youth on crime and how to prevent it” Another said “"PCSOs are excellent. supportive of neighbourhood gatherings and always very friendly, they are very approachable and understanding. They make every effort to improve the neighbourhood” (South Wales Commisioner,2024) If people have positive opinions and expectations about the police's effectiveness, fairness, and integrity, they are more likely to trust them. A widespread support for the police, or the extent to which trust is consistently demonstrated to be justified, indicates in public confidence in the police (Post Parliament, 2023) The public having confidence and trust in the police is crucial as it may reduce crime in certain areas, it also means that the public are more likely to inform the police if they have a concern with anything going on in the area.
A way how police can gather evidence is through PCSOs. PCSOs role is to gather evidence and intelligence through community engagement, pop up stands and surveys which they may do via social media. This can then be passed onto the police force when they can then gather crime statistics and put in a plan to reduce this specific crime (Open University,)
[bookmark: _Int_iQx56Hrc]A theory that links into neighbourhood policing is the broken window theory. According to this theory, visible signs of disorder and misbehaviour in an environment can act as an encouragement for additional disorder and misbehaviour, which in turn leads to more serious crimes. This links to community policing as to address and prevent indications of disorder and neglect, the Broken Windows Theory promotes community involvement and cooperation with law enforcement. (Study.com,2025) An example of the broken window theory could be, when people see an empty building with broken windows, people may assume that a building is neglected and that no one is responsible for it. Within a week, more windows will be broken, and the structure itself might be squatter-occupied or damaged. However, if the structure appears secure and all of the windows are in place, or if any that are damaged are promptly fixed, the neighbourhood believes that the abandoned building is being maintained. Consequently, there is a sense of order, which discourages and eventually reduces crime (Trickle, 2024) 
An effective problem-solving tool is the SARA model. The SARA model has four stages scanning- determining and ranking possible issues with disorder and crime, analysing- analysis of possible issues by obtaining data and intelligence to determine the root causes, response- creation and execution of specific actions to deal with the root causes of the issue found during the analysis stage and assessment- assessment of the answer's impact, to determine whether the intended outcome was achieved, and to modify the reaction if necessary (College of Policing, 2022) The SARA procedure follows a logical order. However, effective issue resolution is frequently irregular in practice. Redefinitions of the problem and a return to scanning may result from analysis, changes to responses may be necessary, requiring additional research. Evaluations might show that an issue still exists, indicating that a fresh start is necessary to highlight the problem (College of Policing,2024) 
[bookmark: _Int_Bg27zpf5]An example of a real-life scenario of neighbourhood policing and anti-social behaviour within an area is an incident which transpired between Janice and Jessica. Jessica, a neighbour who lived close by was the subject of an antisocial behaviour report that a local resident made to her landlord. When Jessica got home, she discovered Janice, her neighbour, swearing and shouting outside the block where they resided. Janice went over to the resident's car, pulled her out, and attacked her when she was seated inside to avoid her. The resident believed that Janice might have had a mental disorder and had grown accustomed to her outbursts, attributing them to the sickness. Jessica informed her landlord that she did not believe Janice was deliberately targeting her or that her acts were malicious. After responding to the scene, the police took Janice into custody and ordered her to appear in court. The landlord persisted in collaborating with Janice's support worker and the Mental Health Team to make an urgent referral to the crisis team for assistance. Until the antisocial behaviour case was closed, Jessica received frequent support calls from the landlord. To lower the likelihood that this would occur again, the police conducted routine sweeps of the area after the incident. (Neighbourhood Watch,) The nation's largest volunteer-led crime prevention organisation, Neighbourhood Watch, works to make neighbourhoods safer and more resilient places to live. They offer networks, projects, and resources that help communities and volunteers collaborate to reduce crime, connect neighbourhoods, and increase public awareness of safety efforts and community resilience (Neighbourhood watch) By assisting and reassuring those who live under fear of crime, Neighbourhood Watch seeks to lower crime and criminal opportunities, promote good neighbourly relations, and create tighter communities. Police can target local crime issues and take action to prevent crime by following these crucial measures when they collaborate with neighbourhood watch programs. Perform a survey on crime fear, focus on crimes that you are able to influence, pinpoint crime possibilities, create a plan of action to address the issue, and limit or stop criminal opportunities.  (Swansea Neighbourhood Watch, 2021)


In conclusion, it's evident what evidence-based policing does and how it can help the police. The goal of evidence-based policing is to determine what methods of crime prevention and enforcement are most effective (College of Policing,2022) There are many are many effective models and theories that can be used alongside evidence-based policing, some of these including SARA, Neighbourhood policing, Neighbourhood watch and the broken window theory. Although the use of research, analysis, and evidence to guide police is not new, EBP represents a change in how much this is clearly defined and institutionally supported as a component of standard procedure. Sherman describes the change as a departure from earlier, less successful policing strategies, such as the "three R's" of reactive investigations, random patrol, and rapid response (Wood et al.,2024,p78) Although Evidence-based policing is effective, what works for one community may not work for another and therefore police have come up with other ideas to reduce the risk of crime happening in the area (Wood et al.,2024, p80) 
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