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Module lecturers:  Janet Burton (j.burton@uwtsd.ac.uk;  module convenor), Alexander Scott (alexander.scott@uwtsd.ac.uk)
Aims and Objectives of the Module

This module equips you to undertake independent research. It concentrates on the acquisition and use of research materials, both primary and secondary. A key aim of the module is to develop your awareness of the field of information technology: you are trained in the use of both traditional and electronic bibliographical and archival search facilities. 

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the module, you will have acquired the practical skills necessary to engage in historical research and will have gained an awareness of the conservation policies of central government, local government, business and other organisations. In written exercises you will have displayed an ability to use critically bibliographical sources in libraries and on-line as well as a methodological and practical grasp of the problems involved in preparing research projects using non-traditional sources such as oral history and film.

PROGRAMME
If you have any difficulties on any aspect of the module please let me know – I am only an e-mail away (j.burton@uwtsd.ac.uk).
The module comprises the following sections:
1 Introduction to the module

Manuscripts, incunables (incunabula) and books


Archive Sources

Printed Sources


Secondary Sources

Among resources you will wish to discover are:

COPAC: www.copac.ac.uk
British Library Integrated Catalogue: catalogue.bl.uk

Consortium of European Research Libraries: www.cerl.org 

2
Archives and Archival Sources 

Public Records (PRO / TNA)


National Library of Wales (NLW / LLGC)


National Library of Ireland (NLI)


National Library of Scotland (NLS)


Local Records (Local Record Offices)

The National Archives: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

Archives Network Wales: www.archivesnetworkwales.org

Access to Archives: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/

National Library of Wales catalogue: www.llgc.org.uk
National Library of Scotland: www.nls.uk
National Library of Ireland: www.nli.ie
Archives Hub: www.archiveshub.ac.uk 

3
Specialist Archives


London: British Library  www.bl.uk

Oxford: Bodleian Library  www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley

York: Borthwick Institute for Archives (University of York)  www.york.ac.uk/library/borthwick
4
Incunabula


Books printed before 1500
English Short Title Catalogue: estc.bl.uk

Incunabula Short Title Catalogue: www.bl.uk/catalogues/istc/
5
Printed Primary Sources


For series see, for instance


Rolls Series


Oxford Medieval Texts


Local record series (e.g. Surtees Society)


English Episcopal Acts

Canterbury and York Society

Early English Text Society


Middle English Texts

6
Standard Reference Works


Handbook of British Chronology


Dates for Students of British History


Heads of Religious Houses: England and Wales


Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae


See reading list below
7
Visual sources

ASSESSMENT
The assessment for the module comprises a series of exercises, as follows:

1
1500 word bibliographical exercise (30%)
2
1500 word archival exercise (30%)
3
1000 word commentary on a visual image (20%)
4
1000 exercise locating printed primary sources (20%)
Criteria for Assessment

In your exercises you should show that you can:

●
understand fully and evaluate questions of source provenance

· understand and apply, where appropriate, wider conceptual questions regarding source material and survival

· explain the source/document within its wider historical context

· critically evaluate and analyze the meaning and significance of source/ document

· make effective and insightful use of the relevant historiography, where appropriate

· write with structure, clarity and good grammar.

1
Bibliographical Exercise
Select one of the following bibliographic exercises:

(A)  Medieval Texts
Choose one of the following texts and prepare a short bibliography identifying at least ten key editions of each text. Please note that here we require PRINTED or ONLINE editions, not manuscript (unpublished) copies. Make sure your entries include all the key bibliographic components (title of the edition, editor (and/or translator) date of publication, place of publication, publisher and printer, STC number if relevant, online access details if relevant). The editions may be complete editions in the original language of the text, original + modern English translation, or translation only. If the text is a very long one, you may wish to choose a partial edition. You should include after each entry two or three sentences explaining why you think this edition is important or useful: does it seem authoritative? is it accessible? what audience do you think it is aimed at (scholarly or popular)? does it have explanatory notes?

You should introduce your bibliography by briefly explaining the significance of the text and outlining the major resources you have used in compiling the bibliography.
· Domesday Book
· Froissart’s Chronicles
· Jacobus de Voraigne, Legenda Aurea
(B) Annotated Bibliography on an Historian’s Worl
Choose an historian whose work interests you and compile an annotated bibliography based on their work. The bibliography should include both examples of the historian’s scholarship and of the impact and influence this had on other historians. Particular attention should be paid to identifying the particular historiographical/theoretical approach of your chosen historian.
2
Archival Exercise

The aim of this exercise is to get students familiar with looking for, accessing and using archival sources and unpublished materials 

Choose two of the following topics, one from each section (people and events; places and institutions). Using both traditional (if available!) and electronic catalogues, compile a list of relevant archival sources. You should begin your report with a statement explaining your methodology. You should then list the sources you have been able to find, explaining their current location and, where appropriate, their provenance and significance. The list should be set out according to scholarly convention for manuscript/archival sources, as demonstrated in the relevant PowerPoint on Moodle. You should conclude your report with a statement of future directions for archival searches.

You may choose topics of your own, but please check with lecturers that these are appropriate for the exercise.

(A)
People and events

Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (d. 1282)

Edward the Black Prince


The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381

The Black Prince

The Neville earls of Westmorland

John Pecham, archbishop of Canterbury

David Lloyd George

Margaret Thatcher

(B)
Places and Institutions

Tintern Abbey (or another medieval monastery of your choice)

Dover Castle (or a medieval castle of your choice)


A parish church of your choice

Tenby (Pembrokeshire) 

Rochester (Kent) 

Coventry (Warwickshire) 

Swansea (Glamorgan)

Liverpool (Merseyside/Lancashire) 

Your home town, village, etc.


A museum of your choice

A building of your choice

3 Image Commentary 

Write a commentary on one of the images provided as the appendix of this handbook. 

The purpose of the commentary is for you to demonstrate that you understand the significance of a visual image, such as an illustrated page from a medieval manuscript or a particular. What we are asking you to do is to set a visual image in its literary, cultural or historical context. You may wish to comment on the following:

CONTENT

Explain the content. What is depicted in this image?

CONTEXT

In what context, or type of document, does it appear?

SIGNIFICANCE
What is the significance of the image?

You will also need to relate this to notions of ‘visual culture’ and give consideration to the significance of the particular medium of your chosen image (e.g. a painting, a tympanum, an illumination, photograph, manuscript).
You may choose images of your own, but please check with lecturers that these are appropriate for the exercise.

4 Printed primary source exercise
Select one of the following bibliographic exercises:

(A)  Printed Medieval Sources
Compile a list of printed primary sources on a topic of your own choosing. These are essentially the same kind of titles that you used for Assessment 1, that is, they are printed editions and/or translation of texts and documents. They have made the transition from being accesible only in manuscript or archival form in record offices and libraries, to being more widely available in printed form. If you already have an idea of what you may wish to do for your dissertation you can take this subject, but this exercise does not commit you to writing your dissertation on this area. You should write a brief annotation on each entry, indicating the nature of the source and its probable value.

(B)  Newspapers
Choose a topic to research. Use the online newspaper collections that are available via the UWTSD library (see below) to locate sources relevant to your topic, and compile a 1000-word commentary summarising your key findings. This is a similar exercise to Assessment 2, except here the types of source material are more widely available in printed form. The aim is to both get students used to accessing and interpreting primary sources, and to familiarise them with the processes of navigating electronic databases.
Newspaper collections

Gale Primary Sources.

This is the most accessible way of navigating UWTSD’s newspaper collections. Its holdings encompass the following collections:

·  17th and 18th Century Burney Collection: The newspapers and news pamphlets gathered by the Reverend Charles Burney (1757-1817) represent a large collection of 17th and 18th century English news media.  The 700 or so bound volumes of newspapers and news pamphlets were published mostly in London, however there are also some English provincial, Irish and Scottish papers, and a few examples from the American colonies, Europe and India.

· British Library Newspapers: A digital resource which provides access to national, regional, and local 19th-century British newspapers. It includes 48 titles, totalling approximately 2.2 million pages, which reflect the social and political developments of the time. Stories can be viewed online and/or downloaded in PDF or OCR (Optical Character Recognition) format. A more comprehensive collection of British Library Newspapers can be viewed onsite at the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth and certain local libraries (check with your librarian).
· Times Digital Archive: The complete digital archive of The Times (London) 1785 - 2008.  The entire newspaper is captured, with all articles, advertisements and illustrations/photos divided into categories to facilitate searching

NewsBank
NewsBank provides access to full-text content of local and regional UK and Ireland newspapers from 1980 to the present day. This is better for researching more recent topics; the holdings for the 1980s and 1990s can be erratic for certain titles.
Welsh Newspapers Online
Welsh Newspapers Online is a free online resource from the National Library of Wales where you can discover millions of articles from the Library’s rich collection of historical newspapers.

When you submit your work on Moodle please remember to submit all four assessments separately.  The deadline for 2019-2020 is:

· Friday 24 January 2020 (23.59) 

APPENDIX: IMAGES FOR COMMENTARY.
(note images 1–3 are medieval images; 4–9 on modern images)

1 Image, c. 1250, from the Westminster Psalter
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2 The tympanum at the church of St Foy, Conques
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3 Wall painting: image of St Christopher from Pickering church
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4  Photograph of Napalm attack in Tra Bong, Vietnam, June 8 1972 (Nick Ut/The Associated Press) 
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5. Painting: JMW Turner, Rain, Steam and Speed (1844)
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6. Map of British Indian Empire, from the Imperial Gazetteer of India (Oxford University: Oxford, 1909) 

[image: image10.jpg]faoporial Gaseiieer Atlas of naia _ Oxford University Press, 1909.
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Reading List

Essential reference works
Cheney, C. R., Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 4 (1945, revised edn 2000)

Fryde, E, Greenway, D. E., Porter, S., and I. Roy, Handbook of British Chronology, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 2 (1986)

Knowles, D., and R. N. Hadcock, Medieval Religious Houses: England and Wales, 2nd edn (London: Longman, 1971)

Knowles, D., Brooke, C. N. L., and V. London, Heads of Religious Houses: England and Wales, I, 940–1216 (Cambridge: University Press, 1972); second revised edn by David M. Smith (2001); II, 1216–1377, ed. D. M. Smith and V. C. M. London (Cambridge: UP, 2001); III, 1377–1540, ed. D. M. Smith (Cambridge: UP, 2008)

Poole, R. L., Medieval Reckonings of Time (London: SPCK, 1921)

Rolls Series (London, 1858– )

See also the volumes comprising the series John le Neve, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae. These volumes, which give details of dignitaries of the English dioceses from 1066, were originally published in 1716, and re-edited with additional material in 1854. The volumes are in the process of being updated and re-edited under the auspices of the University of London, Institute of Historical Research.


Study of Records: General
Clanchy, M. T., From Memory to Written Record: England 1066–1307 (London: Arnold, 1979)

Elton, G. R., The Sources of History: England 1200–1640 (1969)

English Historical Documents, II, 1042-1189, ed. D. C. Douglas and G. W. Greenway (1953), and III, 1189–1327, ed. H. Rothwell (1975)

Galbraith, V. H., Studies in the Public Records (London: Nelson, 1948)

Hey, David. The Oxford Companion to Local and Family History (Oxford: University Press, 1996): a useful work of reference

Hoskins, W. G., Local History in England, 3rd edn (London: Longman, 1984)

Parkes, M. B., ‘The Literacy of the Laity’, in D. Daiches and A. Thorlby, ed., The Medieval World (1973), 555–77





Visual Sources

Alexander, Michael, Medievalism: The Middle Ages in Modern England (Yale, 2007)

Backhouse, J, ‘Art and Patronage in Late Medieval England’, History Today, 53 (2003), 11–19

Barnard, Matthew, Approaches to Understanding Visual Culture (Basingstoke, 2001).

Burke, P., Eyewitnessing: The Uses of Images as Historical Evidence (London, 2001).

De Hamel, Christopher, A History of Illuminated Manuscripts (New York, 1986)

Gentry Culture in Late Medieval England, ed. R. Radulescu and A. Truelove (Manchester, 2005), chap. 10

Howells, Richard, Visual Culture (Cambridge, 2003)

History Beyond the Text: A Student's Guide to Approaching Alternative Sources e.d by  CM Peniston-Bird and Sarah Barber (Abington, Oxon: Routledge, 2009).
Saul, N. ed., Age of Chivalry: Art and Society in Late Medieval England (London, 1992)

