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	Title of Dissertation:
Teitl eich Traethawd Hir

Depictions of Welsh and Irish Legends in Contemporary Fantasy Literature


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To explore how Welsh and Irish legends / folklore is depicted within modern fantasy novels.
· To examine the impact Welsh and Irish legends / folklore have upon the fantasy genre through the lenses of magical objects, magical beings, religion and language.
· To investigate how possible appropriation, distortion and unfaithful retellings of Welsh and Irish narratives have a negative impact upon how these places and peoples are perceived, both by historical and contemporary audiences. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The current popularity of the fantasy genre – and the subsequent popularity for romantasy (romantic fantasy) sub-genre – has evolved to incorporate various cultural, religious and linguistical elements of Irish and Welsh folklore. Whilst there are elements of Welsh and Irish folklore used by authors to inspire, cultivate and enrich their own magical tales, there are a select few whose representation serves to further ‘other’ the Welsh and Irish peoples. Perpetuation of harmful stereotypes, misrepresentation of legendary and historical figures, mispronunciation of names and the literary colonisation of land through such misrepresentations are all issues that arise from the use of Welsh and Irish folklore within some modern fantasy novels today. This dissertation aims to analyse and critique the modern representation of Welsh and Irish folklore in modern fantasy literature, most specifically the representation of magical objects and magical beings, religion and language. The works of J.R.R. Tolkien, Sarah J. Maas, Ellis Peters, Gwyneth Lewis will be looked at for representations in adult fantasy, whilst Tracy Deonn, Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl will be used to critique representations of Welsh and Irish folklore within young adult fantasy. All will be considered alongside the Mabinogion, the works of Geoffrey of Monmouth and the Irish annals.
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