Principles of Professional Legal Practice


Task 1, Email Writing/Advice Task
From: Ana-Maria Nicu
To: Mr. Hughes
Reference no. 88808

Good afternoon Mr. Hughes,
        I’m writing you on regard of messages that you left to the secretary. Thank you for trying to get in touch with me. I’m more than welcome to help. 
        Referring to the first request, asking me the copy of advice that I gave to your daughter, as you would like to see what the next steps should be, I can say that, according to SRA Code of Conduct for Solicitors, RELs and RFL, paragraf 6.3, this is not legal possible unless your daughter gives written consent for disclosure of information or it is required by law (https://www.sra.org.uk, 21-07-2024). Solicitors and their firms have a duty to maintain the confidentiality of client information. Legal professional privilege may be lost if information ceases to be confidential. Client information is provided for the purpose of the services being provided to that client and may not be used for any other purpose. Otherwise disclosure, even for legitimate purposes, must be supported by client consent either express or implied. It is common for  solicitors terms of business to describe such other uses such as disclosures for the purpose of financial audits, quality accreditations or to professional indemnity insurers. There is no implied authority for individuals to disclose information on joining a new firm or for a firm to disclose information in connection with mergers(Gould, Stacey and Rogers, 2023).
      Taking into consideration the above, at the time I’m writing this e-mail to you, all I have mentioned for disclosing information do not applies on your daughter case. I can mention your request, on your behalf, to your daughter, and things can change, if she will agree with, in writing. 
      Going forward with your request, for me to be able to give you any advice on investing in a new business opportunity, according to Solicitors Regulation Authority, regulated financial services activities, it should, first, that my law firm to be listed on the relevant Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) register(https://www.sra.org.uk, 21-07-2024).  Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (legislation.gov.uk, 21-07-2024)  sets out very clearly and explains in detail regulated financial services activities, such as advising, dealing in or managing, arranging deals, safeguarding and administering investments and setting up collective investment schemes, along with others financial services. Going forward with your request, I don’t have all the informations at the moment, if the firm I’m representing is listed on the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) register. On the other hand, according to Financial Services and Markets Act 2000, Section 19, no individual may engage in or claim to engage in a regulated activity in the United Kingdom unless he is an authorised person or an exempt person(https://www.legislation.gov.uk/, 21-07-2024)  witch put me into the situation to not be able to give you any financial advice. 
         I hope I was helpful on my answering to your questioning, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you need me to assist you forward.

Your sincerely,
Ana-Maria Nicu!





















Task 1, Letter writing Task 
                                                                                                                  THE BEST SOLICITORS FOR YOU L.T.D.
                                                                                                                  20 Ffordd Melin Ddrw
                                                                                                                  Bridgend
                                                                                                                  CF31 3EQ   
                                                                                                                  Client ref.: 88808

Dear Mr. Wayne,
Re: Query with regard to legal aid and legal costs
        I’m writing to assist you with advice regarding legal costs of a potential claim you might raise against your employer. According to Solicitors Regulation Authority’s Price Transparency Rules our company displays prices and services information on our website and in our offices to give you more transparency about the cost you might pay for our services(https://www.sra.org.uk/, 21-07-2024).  
        Please, take into consideration the following options of funding for your claim (https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024): an option of payment for our services can be, as you already heard about, legal aid, public funding. The public fund, legal aid, is offered for specific cases, for people with hard living condition and with very low income (https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024). I don’t know if this is your case, that’s why you might consider very well your circumstances when you apply for legal aid, for you to not be refused and to start the claim ending to have to pay the invoice from your own funding. Cases for negligence by employer, as you mentioned that your future claim might be about, are not included in the category of cases that can be public funded(https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024).  If we take into consideration your income for legal aid you should consider the following to see if you might be eligible to get funding support: if your have a partner whose income should be included in calculations, if you receive any of the passporting benefits(Income Support (IS), income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA), Universal Credit (UC), Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit (GC), income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)), if your gross income is £2,657 per month or less before you check your disposable income (in case you are not on any passporting benefits), if you receive passporting benefits you need to test your disposable income to make sure it is £733 or less and, finally, if you are not on passporting benefits and you pass the income means tests you should assess your disposable capital to make sure it’s no more than £8,000 - or £3,000 (https://www.gov.uk/, 21-07-2024).  Legal aid does not guarantee you a full funding, you might still pay a contribution (https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024).  
        Another way of paying for our services can be conditional fee agreements, also called no win, no fee agreements. You agree to pay only if you win your case. However you may still have to pay, in certain circumstances, if the agreement is ended by you or your solicitors before the case finishes(https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024).  We can also use damages-based agreements for payment, witch means you agree to pay a set percentage of the compensation you receive if you win your case(https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024). 
        A legal expenses insurance could also cover our legal services, if you already have one available that we can use(https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/, 21-07-2024).
       Except the possible funding mentioned above, you can always choose to pay for your claim from private funding assuring you that we are doing the best for your claim to be heard and solved on your best advantage.
        I look forward to take the decision together of how we will proceed forward, taking into consideration all mentioned above.



Your sincerely,                                                                                                                26.07.2024
Ana-Maria Nicu
     
    



















Tast 3, A poster task on the SRA Code of Conduct 


Solicitors   regulation  authority  principles


Make your career the most prestigious one:

 
1. No one is above the law, act lawful
2. Act in the most trustful and professional way, guided by authorized services and by legislation
3. act independent,  nothing should affect your professionalism
4. offer trust and loyalty
5. nothing should interfere with your professionalism way of acting
6. always treat equal, promote diversity and inclusion 
7. the client interest is our priority interest


We all could be named solicitor, but not all of us could be named prestigious solicitor.

See the difference, Make the difference!
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