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Briefing paperTo 

In this briefing paper will be four articles from the UNCRC, explaining what each article is, why it is important and how it is being enabled in practice in Wales. Ministry design (2020) states that the UNCRC is focused on children under the age of 18 years and its aim is the recognition of the rights of the young child. Within the UNCRC there are 54 articles that are focused on the child’s rights (Unicef no date). The UNCRC is a legislation that needs to be seen and understood by any authority or parent/guardian that has power over any individual child, these articles must be understood by children and children should know that they have rights and how these can be expressed and valued (Welsh Government 2019). Children’s commissioner for Wales (2011) states that the UNCRC has become Welsh law to enable the awareness of the UNCRC and to think about the impact of what goes on in society on children, this will challenge bad practice and promote positive outcomes.  Article 12- respect for the views of the child
This article expresses that the child has the right to their own views, the child has a voice that must always be heard such as: housing decisions or day to day life of the child (Unicef, no date). 
Article 12 of the UNCRC is important, as the child should be able to feel that their voice is taken seriously. A child should be able to complain and have their own views of anything as much as an adult has, this includes the child`s teacher, parents/guardians and anyone that has powers over the child (children and young people, 2020). 
The foundation phase (2015) states that practitioners should ensure that each child has the right to be listened to and treated with respect, each child has the right to have their cultural identity and race recognized. This statement supports the UNCRC (Unicef, no date). The foundation phase (2015) states that children now have school councils and children are on the interview panels when staff have an employment interview, this gets the children involved in decisions about the school. 
NSPCC (2020) states that children have the right to have their voice heard, this is to ensure that the child is kept protected and safe against their rights. 
In Wales there are four key articles within the UNCRC with article 12 being one of the four, within Wales practitioners will have a set of resources that will be used to create activities or lesson plans to enable children to become aware of their rights within the 4 key articles (Welsh Government 2019). 





Article 28- right to education 
Each individual child has the right to free education within primary and secondary and this should be available to all children (unicef, no date). 
This article is important as every child has the right to a free education to enable all children has the same level of education whether poor/rich, children should all be treated equally and have the right to education (Together Scotland 2020). 
According to Welsh Government (2018) children with additional learning needs should be supported to overcome their learning barriers and achieve their full potential, children`s wishes, needs and views should be the main priority. 
Snap cymru (2020) has a new proposal for children with additional learning needs, all children have a right to an education and a system that responds positively to the child`s individual learning requirements. 
Practitioners should support children’s right to education, practitioners should make sure that none of the children are being bullied whilst in school, make sure that children are not publicly humiliate and also practitioners should never use violence towards a child, these will interfere with a child`s education and learning development (children and young people, 2020). 
Children has a right to a voice no matter what their age and maturity. All children of all ages will have their views respected and listened to, in school settings children will have the chance to have their opinions listened to when it comes to decisions about their school and also about their homes and communities. When children have had their say in the school decisions, they will always be given feedback on their views and how their decisions have been influenced (children’s commissioner for Wales, 2017). 








Article 14- freedom of thought, belief and religion
All children have the right to a religion, parents should be respected by the government to guide their children`s upbringing (Unicef, no date). 
Equality and Human Rights Commission (no date) state that children have the right to thought, belief and religion and this is split into two parts under the human rights law which are: children have the right to change or hold their religion and/or beliefs, and also children have the right to put their rights and/or beliefs into action.  
According to Early Education (2012) practitioners should do whatever it takes to enable children to have the best start within their education, children have the right to develop provision which will enable the child to develop their personalities, culture or religion, family background and home language. 
Bronfenbrenner`s ecological system shows the child in the centre and everything around the child’s life that has to be met for the child to develop in the best way possible, within the ecological system is the macrosystem where here it encompasses the child’s societal and cultural beliefs, within the macrosystem it states that actions and decisions will influence on the child`s development (first discoverers, 2020).  
[bookmark: _Hlk39790878]Every child had the right to freedom of thought, belief and religion and this includes wearing religious clothing and take part in religious worship. Children also have the right to be protected of non-religious beliefs. Whether the child has a religious belief or not all children should be treated equally and not feel humiliated or ignored within their religion (Equality and human rights commission, 2018). 






Conclusion.
Wales shows commitment to enable a child’s rights by establishing Children Commissioner for Wales and also Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) measure 2011, to place importance on children and young persons, having schemes with arrangements in place for Welsh Ministers to comply with a duty to regard children’s rights, Children and young persons (Wales) measures has embedded considerations of the UNCRC into Welsh law, Welsh Government is the first government in United Kingdom to embed the regard of children’s rights into law (Welsh Assembly Government, 2014).
Article 31- leisure, play and culture
Every child has the right to artistic and cultural activities, the child must feel they can relax and play (Unicef, no date). 
Foundation phase (2015) recognises how play is important for children’s learning and development, play is important for children as they will learn and develop through different types of play activities. 
Foundation phase (2015) also states that children are encouraged to learn their different beliefs and values and develop their self-esteem, practitioners should encourage all children’s views and beliefs and support the children throughout this. 
The local authority complete assessments on play for children which cover- the child to have play opportunities that are appropriate to the child`s requirements, communities and cultures. Play opportunities should be granted for Welsh speaking children, and disabled children should be able to have the opportunity and support to access play activities (Welsh government 2014). 
According to early education (no date) Frobel states that play is important for children as it is the way in which children learn and develop the most, children will understand more through play and children should have the opportunity to have free play when ever possible. 
“Play is a culturally mediated activity that may take different forms in different groups. Recently, researchers have begun to explore the cultural dimensions of children’s play in order to understand how these impact on the form and content of provision. Cross-cultural research suggests that children enact cultural-speciﬁc themes, reﬂecting activities and values that are important within speciﬁc communities” (play England, no date).
Children have the right to play in their own way and this also means that children have the right to be included. All children of all ages and culture has the right to play and this should be supported by the practitioner in the setting (play Wales: chwarae cymru, 2020). 
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