The Macedonian Occupation of Thermopylae 
During the years of 346 – 345 BCE Phillip II of Macedon in a strategic move against the Phocians and the Athenians in order to defeat Phocis at the Sanctuary of Delphi during the Sacred War of 356 – 346 BCE. The occupation of Thermopylae would later be a massive blow to both the Athenians and the Phocians as it would allow Phillip to pass through the area with a massive force in order to retake the Sanctuary at Delphi. However, this would also allow Phillip to show his strength to the Athenians. This would allow Phillip to gain a peace with the Athenians as they would recognise that they would not be able to resist Phillip as he held an important strategic position on the Greek peninsula.[footnoteRef:1] The occupation of Thermopylae must then be seen as both a Political move and a strategic one as it was of great importance to a peaceful solution to the issues between Athens and Macedonia as with control of Thermopylae the Athenians would have had no potential rout to attack Macedonia nor would they be able to resist the influence of Phillip as they would be at a strategic disadvantage. The occupation would also allow Phillip to have a strategic advantage against the Phocians who at this point still occupied the Sanctuary at Delphi.[footnoteRef:2] The occupation of Thermopylae would later be a contributing factor in the peace of Philocrates which would mark the end of the third sacred war. Despite this the peace between Athens and Macedonia would not last with a two-year war being fought between the two powerd between 339 BCE and 337 BCE.  [1:  A Companion to Ancient Macedonia - Joseph Roisman, Ian Worthington, pg 175]  [2:  THE STRATEGY OF PHILIP IN 346 B.C. - M. M. Markle] 
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