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William Wordsworth was born in 1770 in the lake district.[footnoteRef:1] This one fact gives context to the anti-industrial viewpoints he expresses in the poem On the Projected Kendal and Windemere Railway, he had spent most of his life in the Lake District and was therefore displeased to discover the plans to put a railway line through it, a point he makes explicitly clear in the first line: “And is no nook of English ground secure / From rash assault?”[footnoteRef:2] words like nook are used quite carefully to imply a certain level of uselessness in the railway, the Cambridge dictionary defines a nook as: “a small space that is hidden or partly sheltered”[footnoteRef:3] in this therefore Wordsworth is saying that this railway is unnecessary and that the “assault” of industrialisation has no place there. [1:  https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-wordsworth]  [2:  William Wordsworth, On the Projected Kendal and Windemere Railway (1844)]  [3:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/nook ] 

The poem is more than just a complaint about trains however, the poem was written a year after Wordsworth became Poet Laureate and is therefore likely an attempt to influence policy on the matter by using his status to mobilise support.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/kinggeorge/p/027add000044361u00278000.html] 

The poem’s popularity shows that there was in fact wide spread support for anti-railway views as not everyone would have appreciated the noise, smoke, and economic impacts it would have. This poem in particular would have been aimed at the upper classes rather than the masses as it focuses very much on the aesthetics of the line and how it would despoil nature, something that only those with time and money would have been able to enjoy at that time, this is in addition to it being a poem, which would have been predominantly read and heard by the wealthier sections of society as lower rungs would have fewer places to access poetry, and likely a significantly reduced literacy rate in comparison.
The poem highlights the belief in over-industrialisation and calls out for nature itself to fight the expanding railway, calling on: “passing winds: ye torrents, with your strong / And constant voice, protest against the wrong!”[footnoteRef:5] this follows a few lines after “if human hearts be dead,” suggesting that while Wordsworth wishes for his fellow man to intervene, he does not believe they will ,or if they will they will succeed, thus he wishes to convey the idea that even nature should fight it, in an attempt to encourage his fellow man to fight it, it seems reasonable to assume his goal was protest or lobbying to prevent the expansion.  [5:  Wordsworth, railway ] 

A perceived call to nature would likely have been rather effective in the mid eighteenth century as that was a period of renewed religious vigour, therefore his calls could be seen as a deliberately vague call to God instead, suggesting he believes it would spoil gods land, this apparent call to the divine would have to be subtle as a direct reference would probably be considered inappropriate, it would not be acceptable to essentially tell one’s ideological opponents they might be angering God somewhat.
This potential call to the divine or nature is definitely a reoccurring theme in Wordsworths’s works, the prelude for example features very heavily the overpowering majesty of primal nature. This view of nature makes his anti-railway stance more understandable as he spent all his time in and around nature.
The poem was published in the Morning Post the day after he finished writing it, meaning it must have been a reactive piece rather than a pre-emptive one, suggesting he was a man less aware of the goings on in society than perhaps one would expect as a rail expansion would have been in the planning for many months prior and he was apparently unaware of it, although it is referred to as projected, a line is not projected until the route has been decided, which in some cases can take years to finalise.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One final point to make would be that the poems existence shows how much expansion was occurring throughout the nation as lines were being sent all across the land, almost regardless of local opinion.
