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[bookmark: _GoBack]A review on the effectiveness of stop searches for preventing and detecting drug crime. 

INTRODUCTION:

During this research project, the researcher will explore the history of stop searches in the UK and how the powers and law around stop searches changed due to the Brixton Riots which occurred in 1981.
There has become an increase of drug related crime which involves the use, possession, manufacture or to distribute substances which are classified as illegal. 
The researcher will explore the different police powers a police officer can use in relation to stop searches and the reasonable grounds needed for the search to be legal. 
The researcher will critically assess and evaluate the statistics surrounding stop searches in the South Wales Police force area, and how effective the stop searches, which were carried out, were. 

The Home Officer issued a report in July 2013, which was a consultation on police powers of stop and search. The report explains the importance of stop and search powers police officers have in order to search a suspect in their daily fight against crime. Stop searches are an effective and important tool police officers use in order to prevent and detect crime, including burglary, knife crime and drug crime. (Office, 2013)

The UK Parliament analysed the statistics surrounding drug related offences. During the year of 2020/21, there was around 210,000 drugs offences which was recorded by police in England and Wales. In comparison to the year 2019/20, there is a 19% increase which shows that drug related offences are on the rise in the UK. (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021)



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The research objectives for this research project will assist in the findings to review whether stop and searches are an effective tool for police officers to use in preventing and detecting drug related crime. 
The objectives which the researcher will follow for this research project are:-

· Explore the police powers in relation to stop searches 
· Assess and evaluate the statistics surrounding stop searches in South Wales Police force area
· Investigate the different types of drug crime 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There has been a number of literature on the use of stop and searches which come from both the pros and cons on whether stop and searches are effective in preventing and detecting crime. 

The Police and Crime Commissioner of South Wales states that stop and search powers are an important tool for the police in order to assist in reducing crime and criminal activity. It can be used to enable the police to detect and tackle crimes that may have occurred and prevent offending. This will increase the public confidence in the police as it shows the police are using their powers in a way to reduce, prevent and detect crime. (Commissioner, 2022)

According to (Brown, 2021), the police have the legislative powers to stop and search those that they suspect have certain items on their person and these powers allow the police officers to ‘allay or confirm’ their suspicions without making an arrest. However, police officers require reasonable grounds in order to conduct the search lawfully. Around 63% of all reasonable ground searches which were conducted in 2019/20 were found to be in possession of drugs. This number is significantly high and shows the effectiveness in conducting stop searches in order to prevent the drug related crimes. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I aim to compile a questionnaire which will be distributed to officers of different ranks and department within South Wales Police force area. 
The questionnaire will include open and closed questions and questions with multi choice answers. 

Alongside a questionnaire, I aim to complete a short attachment with the Organised Crime Unit (OCU) in order to assist my research. The Organised Crime Unit investigates the most serious organised crime which is committed by individuals of organised crime groups (OCG’s). The individuals reside both within and outside of the South Wales Police force area and the crime impacts on our local communities. 
The OCU officers work collaboratively with partner forces and agencies in order to disrupt and dismantle the criminality of the OCG’s by using covert tactics. (Anon., n.d.)
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target audience of police officers are best suited to undertake the questionnaire as they will provide true and accurate responses to the questions provided and their thoughts surrounding the effectiveness of stop searches. 
I will distribute the questionnaire to officers of different ranks and from different departments in order to get a wider outlook from a number of different persons with in South Wales Police. 

I will be seeking perspectives from experts who work in the given field and deal with stop searches on a daily basis within their role. This will come from officers who work within the Organised Crime Unit. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Currently, I have not identified any ethical problems or issues for my research topic. The questionnaire itself will be anonymous and no person information or details will be collated in order not to breach Data Protection or any piece of legislation included within the Data Protection Act 1998.



	TIME SCALE:

I have created a time scale from start to finish of the dissertation. I have checked the assessment schedule on Moodle which has assisted in creating the time scale with the correct dates for each submission.

	Date
	Task
	Submitted

	May 2022
	· Complete and submit dissertation proposal
· Complete and submit ethics form
	X
X 

	June 2022

	· Carry out research in relation to the chosen objectives 
· Assemble a set of questions for the questionnaire 
	

	July 2022

	· Distribute questionnaire to officers of different ranks and from different departments.   
· Compose literature review
	

	August 2022
	· Establish research methods
· Collate distributed questionnaires 
	

	September 2022

	· Submit research methodology
	

	October 2022

	· Critically analyse the outcomes from the completed questionnaire 
	

	  November 2022

	· Create a report for the findings of the questionnaires 
· Analyse the conclusion as a result of the findings from the questionnaire and prepare a first draft of the dissertation
	

	December 2022

	· Assemble all parts of this study into the dissertation
· Ensure the full dissertation has been proof read and checked for grammar and spelling errors. 
· Check references have been correctly applied
· Ensure the bibliography is in alphabetical order with the correct dates, and information. 
	

	January 2023
	· Submit final dissertation
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