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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

My focus of work is adults therefore for this assignment I will be focusing on  safeguarding children.
The main legislation and guidance for safeguarding children in Wales is the  Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A) this outlines the local authorities duty to assess and investigate. Section 7 (130(4) SSWB(W)A 2014 ‘defines a child at risk as a child who; (1); is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm. (2); has needs for care and support, whether the local authority is meeting any of those needs’.

Section 130 SSWB(W)A 2024‘places a duty on everyone working with children to inform the local authority if they suspect a child is at risk’. The child’s ‘voice is paramount  their choices and wishes would need to be considered and the need to be kept informed. The S130 triggers a S47 enquiry where the local authority must make enquires within a day to gather evidence  from the child/children at risk, parents, other professional involved with the family. The enquires are usually made by a qualified social worker who involves all parties involved to establish the facts. If there is evidence to suggest a child has been harmed then a  strategy meeting would be arranged to formulate a plan which is the least restrictive for the child as the 'welfare of the child is paramount’ as stated in s.1; Children Act 1989 and 2004, which minimises the risk of harm. 

In Wales there is a regional safeguarding board called CYSUR Child and Youth safeguarding, it supports practitioners with practice guidance for best practice, threshold documents and clarity on criteria for support. There is also a National independent safeguarding Board who work with regional safeguarding boards to protect children from harm and advise Welsh government. 

Wales has its own Safeguarding Procedure (2019) which can be download as an app, this enables live updates to legislation and can alert professionals, and the public to these new updates. The information is jargon free and there is access to all, so it makes the safeguarding process clearer. This can enhance best practice, when used as a tool to support professional practice within safeguarding. It underpins the safeguarding legislation to safeguard children in a person centred way. It places the responsibility of safeguarding on everyone, with the voice of the child being paramount. 

 A recent important Act which came into force in March 2022 was the Children (Abolition of defence of reasonable punishment) (Wales) Act (2020). This is commonly known as the ‘smacking Act’ it protects children from physical punishment in Wales. Promoting the principles of the protected rights of a child. 

I feel having knowledge of the safeguarding procedures for children is important as although I work mainly with adults, I could encounter children when working with families of individuals. This knowledge of the safeguarding Procedures for children has increased my knowledge in area which I do not currently work in, so in the future I would be able to understand the process of a safeguarding for a child. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Part 7 Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act (2014) legislation has brought together both children’s and adults safeguarding , explaining ‘risk’ and outlining the local Authorities duty to assess this risk and take necessary action. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provides guidelines on how to apply SSWB(W)A (2014).

One of the main differences between adults safeguarding and children’s is the need to gain consent. Children are assessed using the ‘Gillick competency’ and Fraser guidelines  to ascertain if they can give consent and fully understands the risks. Best practice would be to gain consent for a child from the parent/guardian to proceed with the safeguarding enquiry. If the child is in immediate danger, the local authority and the police can be informed so immediate action can be taken without consent. Adults with capacity can consent or decline a safeguarding referral. Consent can be overridden if the person is at immediate risk, public are at risk, coercion/duress or there are concerns regarding mental capacity. The reason for overriding consent would need to be documented as it would breach General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018 and may interact with article 8 of the Human Rights Act (1998).

Another difference is mental capacity, whilst we must assume capacity if there is any doubt a capacity assessment should be undertaken in line with the Mental Capacity Act (2005) (MCA). If a person over the age of 16 is assessed as lacking capacity a best interest decision is required to be made to safeguard the person. However, a person with capacity can make unwise decisions regarding their safety which can cause challenges if their decision is putting the person at risk of harm. The MCA (2005)does not apply directly to a child under the age of 16 as the responsibility of protecting a child is expected from their parent or guardian, as they are still regarded as a minor. However generally most 16yr olds are presumed to have capacity to make medical decisions about themselves.

The local authority has separate adult and children’s teams to deal with safeguarding. The  adults safeguarding team undertake the section 47 enquiry even if the person has an allocated social worker, they will inform the persons social worker the recommendations of the enquiry. The difference with children safeguarding referrals is the allocated children’s social worker would complete the section 47 investigation and provide the outcomes from this. 
In conclusion the SSWB(W)A 2014 has brought together adults and children safeguarding, with an emphasis on working in partnership with the individual, partners and family, and  recognising the voice of the child. 
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