Perceived differences between quantitative and qualitative methodology 
	Feature
	Quantitative methodology
	Qualitative methodology
	Questions arising

	Nature of reality
	Objective; simple; single; tangible sense impressions
	Subjective; problematic; holistic; a social construct.
	



	Causes and effects
	Nomological thinking; cause-effect linkages
	Non-deterministic; mutual shaping; no cause-effect linkages
	



	The role of values
	Value neutral; value-free enquiry
	Normativism; value bound enquiry
	




	[bookmark: _GoBack]Natural and social sciences
	Deductive; model of natural sciences; nomothetic; based on strict rules
	Inductive; rejection of the natural sciences model; ideographic; no strict rules; interpretations
	




	Methods
	Quantitative, mathematical, extensive use of statistics
	Qualitative, with less emphasis on statistics; verbal and qualitative analysis
	




	Researcher’s role
	Rther passive; is the ‘knower’ is separate from the subject – the known; dualism
	Active, ‘knower’ and ‘known’ are interactive and inseperable
	




	Generalisations
	Inductive generalisations; nomothetic statements
	Analytical or conceptual generalisations; time-and-context specific
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