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To what extent and purpose is characterisation of Homeric protagonists in the Iliad evoked in the characterisation of the Sophoclean Ajax?

Abstract:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The argument that I intent to make during this piece of work is that the role/purpose that Sophocles’ Ajax in both the play and in the wider Athenian society during the 5th and 4th century BC is greatly increased through Sophocles use of Homeric episodes and the similarities in characterisation between Sophocles’ Ajax and some Homeric Protagonists; notably that of Achilles and Hector. This topic relates to preexisting studies in the field as it has already been established by scholars that there is an intertextual relationship between Sophocles’ Ajax and Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey. 

Plan:
i. Introduction:
a. Outline argument for the dissertation as per the abstract. 

b. Give an overview of what will be covered in the dissertation. 
i. Outline the main aims of sections 1, 2 and 3. 

c. A brief introduction to Sophocles and Homer as individuals and writers. 

ii. Section 1: 
Main aim: To provide a general summary of the characterisation of Sophocles’ Ajax and the purpose of the play. Also, to provide a brief introduction to the shared themes and episodes in both the Iliad and the Ajax. Also, to summarise the role the figure of Ajax already played in Athenian society prior to Sophocles’ Ajax; some examples of which can be seen in Herodotus. (Hdt. 8.64, 121.) 

a. Subsection 1: A general summary of Sophocles’ Ajax (Hesk 2003: 9, 10-12.), the characterisation of Ajax and any preexisting agreed purposes to the play in scholarship. (Hesk 2003: 13.)

b. Subsection 2: An introduction to the shared themes/episodes from the Iliad that are adopted and adapted by Sophocles for use in the Ajax. (Hesk 2003: 27.) Also, analyse what is meant by the intertextual relationship between Homer and Sophocles; and the link the Ajax has to the ‘epic cycle’. (Hesk 2003: 24.)
i. This intertextual relationship is something that can be argued as a given due to six of the eight dramatis personae are significant characters from the Iliad and Odyssey. (Hesk 2003: 25.)


iii. Section 2:
Main aim: To provide an analysis of the similarities and differences in characterisation of the Homeric Achilles and Sophoclean Ajax. Also, to analyse and comment on the role these similarities played and the potential purpose for them.
 
a. Subsection 1: The similarities and differences between the Homeric Achilles and Sophoclean Ajax on the theme of anger. 
i. The anger of Ajax over the loss of the judgement of arms. 
ii. Achilles loss of the war-prize Briseis to Agamemnon and the ensuing anger and withdrawal from battle (and to an extent, the Greek militaristic society at Troy). (Strauss 2008: 2-3, 104.)

b. Subsection 2: The difference in character of Ajax and Achilles on the theme of honour and the development of the theme in the Sophoclean Ajax in comparison to the Homeric Achilles. 
i. The concept of death over dishonour. 
1. This is one of the key differences between Ajax and Achilles, but the fact the Ajax chose death over live with dishonour shows a development of character from Achilles. 
ii. The protection of ones honour and image. 
1. This is seen throughout the Ajax; however, in the case of Achilles this can be seen in his quarrel with Agamemnon (Strauss 2008: 104.) and in the death of Patroclus, and the loss of Achilles armour. (Hom. Il. 18.369-615.)
iii. The value of ones position and view in society? 

c. Subsection 3: The justification of ‘hero-cults’ and the concept of heroes. 
i. The problematic hero and the dead hero 
1. These concepts are from an argument put forward by Michelakis in his book ‘Achilles in Greek Tragedy’; however, I find that these concepts are also applicable to Sophocles Ajax and can be used to support the link between the two characters. (Mickelakis 2002: 17.)
ii. The role of the heroic image in the Ancient Greek Polis.  
1. It seems that Ajax already served a role in Athenian society and one of the views that can be taken when analysing Sophocles’ Ajax is that it was used to justify why, especially in the Athenian claim on Salamis. (Hesk 2003: 22.) 
iii. Ajax as the dead hero of the past or the idealistic hero of the future.
1. A key theme throughout the play is what it means to be a good man, this can be applied to the idea of heroism as the play offers a confrontation between Homeric values and 5th Century Athenian social-norms. (Hesk 2003: 32.) 

iv. Section 3: 
Main Aim: To analyse the similarities in characterisation of the Homeric Hector and the Sophoclean Ajax. Primarily through looking at Hector’s interaction with his wife prior to his death and the Sophoclean Ajax in his interaction with Tecmessa prior to his suicide; but also through the interactions of Hector and Ajax in the Iliad during their duel and the exchanging of gifts after. (Hom. Il. 7.299-302.)

a. Subsection 1: Tecmessa and Ajax
i. Summarise their interactions prior to the suicide of Ajax. 
ii. List the character traits that can be taken from the interactions. 

b. Subsection 2: Hector and his wife 
i. Summaries their interactions before the death of Hector. 
ii. List the character traits present in this scene that can be seen present in the interaction between Ajax and Tecmessa. 
c. Subsection 3: Hector and Ajax
i. A large amount of the similarities and connections between Ajax and Hector as individuals come from their duel in the Iliad and how this seems to be overlooking the play from the beginning. (Soph. Aj. 485-582.)

v. Conclusion:
The purpose that the Ajax of Sophocles played is without a doubt incredibly important in Athenian Society during the 5th and 4th century BC. However, it is through the characterisation of Ajax and his direct connection to the Homeric protagonists in their shared traits that the purpose Ajax played was greatly increased. 
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