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Assignment 2:- Response to Feedback
Are children losing the ability for imaginative play?
It is always difficult, when in conversation with children, not to be side-tracked or drawn in to their enthusiasm or imaginings about the subject or topic of discussion.  That is why it will be necessary, during the course of the observations and informal conversations forming the basis of the research, to remain focused on the initial question and hypothesis.  In order to maintain continuity and integrity of the research an informal list of questions has been devised in order to centre the researcher, and to direct the conversation along the desired pathway of the research intention.  This “questionnaire” is not intended as a direct interrogation of the children, or as a script for the researcher to follow, but solely as an outline of the direction of conversation in order to maintain continuity and connectivity of responses.  The list will also form a guide during data analysis as a reference point for synthesis of field notes and gathered information.
As this research project is based on multi-case studies and will take place at various facilities, involving many children, it will be important that the field notes will be of a similar structure, based on the collection of synthesisable data.  Therefore it will be important for the researcher to be reflexive in their analysis and to be empathetic to the young subjects and their relationship with new people (Thompson & Thompson, 2008).  Throughout the process it will be imperative for the researcher to continually reflect on their interaction with the children and to be aware of influences they may unconsciously be having on the conversation or the actions and behaviours of those involved (Graham, et al., 2013).
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the data collected will be documenting experiences, perspectives and relationships the data analysis will need to be a flexible and naturalistic process and as such will be interpreted through metasynthesis.  Sometimes know as meta-ethnography, metasynthesis is a process that produces interpretive results from the integration and comparison of qualitative data (Erwin, et al., 2011), in this instance a collection of field notes from multiple sites.  This means it is not a method of secondary analysis, but an interpretation of the primary data gathered in the field (Erwin, et al., 2011).  This method of qualitative interpretivism should not be confused with meta-analysis which collects and condenses data to produce a standardised numerical value (Erwin, et al., 2011).  Qualitative metasynthesis uses the data from multiple studies and by identifying patterns and common threads can interpret the information, acknowledging understanding of its original sources, as part of the process.  Integrity and credibility of the results rely on the reflexivity of the researcher and their ability to record the observed data accurately and correctly, to recognise their involvement in the proceedings, and to analyse the recorded data in a trustworthy and objective manner (BSA, 2002).  All reports and papers produced rely on the ethics of the researcher and their integrity of character and probity.  The ethical guidelines of ERIC, BERA and UWTSD will all be adhered to throughout the research process.
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