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AIM(S)

· To introduce the terms civilisation, society and culture and to explore how these are used in different subjects of the Humanities, to identify the key characteristics of civilisation and to apply the characteristics in case studies from various civilisations of the ancient world.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate a basic knowledge and understanding of the terminologies;

· show an awareness of and evaluate the distinctions and similarities of particular cultures and societies.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Early civilisations and complex societies – definitions, evidence and interpretations.
· The emergence and collapse of civilizations.
· The materiality of civilisations.
· Discussion of particular characteristics of early civilisations as given by Trigger (2003) with applied case studies: Socio-political organisation, economy, cognitive and symbolic aspects.
· Field trip to museum.
· Ancient civilisations and their relevance for modern lives.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	36
	18%

	Independent learning
	164
	82%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%







ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio
	Maximum 4 items, equivalent to 4000 words
	100%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST
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	What makes civilisation?

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Ross, J.C. and S.R. Steadman. 2017. Ancient Complex Societies. Abingdon: Routledge.
	☐

	Essential
	Trigger, B.G. 2003. Understanding Early Civilizations: A Comparative Study. Cambridge: CUP.
	☐

	Essential
	Wengrow, D. 2010. What Makes Civilization? The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West. Oxford: OUP.
	☐

	Essential
	Wenke, R.F.; Olszewski, D.J. 2007 (5th edition). Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind’s First Three Million Years. Oxford: OUP.
	☐

	Further
	Brewer, D.J. 2012. A Cultural Transformation: Explaining or Describing the Past. In: Brewer, D.J. The Archaeology of Ancient Egypt beyond Pharaohs. Cambridge: CUP. pp. 54-78.
	☒

	Further
	Charvát, P. 2013. The Birth of the State: Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, India and China. Prague: Karolinum.
	☐

	Further
	Harris, W.H. 2005. Rethinking the Mediterranean. Oxford: OUP.
	☐

	Further
	Renfrew, C.; Bahn, P. 1991 (or any other edition). How Were Societies Organized? Social Archaeology. In: Renfrew, C.; Bahn, P. Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice. New York: Thames and Hudson. 153-194
	☒

	Further
	Shaughnessy, E.L. 2005. China: Empire and Civilization. Oxford: OPU
	☐

	Further
	Johnson, M. 1999. Culture as a System. In: Johnson, M. Archaeological Theory: An Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell. 64-84.
	☒

	Further
	Steel, L. 2013. Materiality and Consumption in the Bronze Age Mediterranean. Abingdon: Routledge.
	☐

	Further
	Zinn, K. 2017. Object Biographies and Political Expectations: Egyptian Artefacts, Welsh Heritage and the Regional Community Museum. In: Proceedings of the 11th International Congress of Egyptologists, Florence, Italy 23-30 August 2015. Oxford: Archaeopress, 693-700
	☒

	Further
	Brewer, D.J. 2005. Ancient Egypt: Foundations of a Civilization. Harlow: Pierson.
	☐



