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The Battle of Britain and the Blitz
A rich task for Years 5 and 6
	LNF expectations reinforced in this lesson
Literacy – Oracy:
5.OS2 Explain information and ideas, exploring and using ways to be convincing (Y5)
6.OS2 Express issues and ideas clearly, using specialist vocabulary and examples (Y6)
Literacy – Reading:
5.RS3 Read extended texts independently for sustained periods (Y5)
6.RS3 Read complex texts independently for sustained periods (Y6)
5.RS5 Use a range of strategies for skimming (Y5)
6.RS5 Use a range of strategies for finding information (Y6)
5.RA6 Consider if the content is reliable (Y5)
Literacy – Writing:
5.WM2 Expand upon main ideas with supporting reasons, information and examples (Y5)
6.WM2 Write a comprehensive account of a topic or theme (Y6)
5.WM5 Revise and improve writing, explaining why changes have been made (Y5)
6.WM5 Reflect, edit and redraft to improve writing (Y6)
Numeracy:
5.N12a Add and subtract 3-digit numbers using an appropriate mental or written strategy (Y5)
5.N13 Divide 3-digit numbers by a single digit number (Y5)
5.D3 and 6.D3 Extract and interpret information from an increasing range of diagrams, timetables and graphs (Y5 and Y6)
Extension
Literacy – Reading:
7.RS5 Use a range of strategies to skim texts for gist, key ideas and themes and scan for detailed information (Y7)
7.RA5 Compare views of the same topic and consider which is most valid (Y7)
Literacy – Writing:
7.WM1 Write a comprehensive account of a topic, presenting information, processes and ideas clearly and appropriately for the purpose revise and improve writing (Y7)
7.WM5 Identify areas for improvement in writing, edit and redraft (Y7)

	Overview
The learners will provide a written report to Churchill on the state of Britain after the Battle of Britain and the Blitz,

	Introduction
Use the materials below to make A5 booklets for the learners to use. Relate the information in the pack to previous learning on World War II.
Set the learners the challenge of producing a report for Churchill (maybe use Morph app) on the state of the country following the Battle of Britain and the Blitz, using the information in the pack and the (differentiated) questions as a guide only. It is not intended that the questions be used as a comprehension activity.

	Independent learning activities
Learners to work in pairs to prepare a report for Churchill and then produce individual reports as a piece of information text.

	Review of learning
Self and peer assessment,

	Other curriculum coverage
History skills:
Interpretations of history
Learners should be given opportunities to:
· identify the ways in which the past is represented and interpreted
· distinguish between ‘fact’ and ‘opinion’, giving some evidence/ knowledge-based reasons for this.
Historical enquiry:
Learners should be given opportunities to:
· ask and answer relevant questions about the past
· plan the investigative approach to be used, suggesting how to find relevant information
· use a range of sources, including ICT, e.g. artefacts, buildings and sites, adults talking about their own past, visual sources, data and appropriate written sources
· reflect on their findings and the investigative approach used.
Organisation and communication
Learners should be given opportunities to:
· select, record, and organise historical information
· communicate ideas, opinions and conclusions with increasing independence in a variety of ways, including ICT, e.g. graphs, charts, extended writing, visual and oral presentations.
History range:
Learners should be given opportunities to:
· understand why people did things
· study the differences in people’s daily lives in two contrasting periods of 
the twentieth century
· carry out investigations into the history around them and into the life of people at different times and places in the past
· ask and answer the questions:
· Were there significant changes in people’s lives at this time and, if so, why?
· How have the daily lives of people at this time been represented and interpreted and why?



The Battle of Britain: July – October 1940
What was it?
The Battle of Britain was an important battle in World War II. After Hitler’s Germany had conquered most of Europe, including France, the only major country left to fight them was Great Britain. Germany wanted to invade Great Britain, but first they needed to destroy Great Britain’s Royal Air Force. The Battle of Britain was when Germany bombed Great Britain in order to try and destroy their air force and prepare for invasion.
When was it?
[image: German planes Battle of Britain]The Battle of Britain started on 10 July 1940. It lasted many months as the Germans continued to bomb Britain.
How did it get its name?
The name comes from a speech by the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston Churchill. After Germany had overrun France, he said, “The Battle of France is over. The Battle of Britain is about to begin.”
 (
German planes attacking Britain
)


[image: http://www.secondworldwarhistory.com/imgs/maps/battle-of-britain.jpg]


[image: RAF fighter pilots go into battle in 1940 during the Battle of Britain]
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Spitfire crew 
at Duxford airfield
)

Battle of Britain: RAF losses, July 1940
	
	Destroyed
	Damaged
	Pilots killed
	Pilots missing
	Pilots wounded

	Hurricane
	33
	17
	23
	0
	11

	Spitfire
	34
	24
	25
	0
	9

	Blenheim
	4
	1
	9
	0
	1

	Defiant
	6
	1
	10
	0
	2

	Total
	77
	43
	67
	0
	23


 





Battle of Britain: RAF losses, August 1940
	
	Destroyed
	Damaged
	Pilots killed
	Pilots missing
	Pilots wounded

	Hurricane
	211
	44
	85
	1
	68

	Spitfire
	113
	40
	41
	3
	38

	Blenheim
	13
	10
	6
	3
	0

	Defiant
	7
	3
	7
	0
	4

	Beaufighter
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	344
	98
	139
	7
	110



Battle of Britain: Luftwaffe losses – July 1940
	
	Destroyed
	Damaged
	Pilots killed
	Pilots missing
	Pilots wounded

	Dornier Do 17
	39
	13
	30
	74
	19

	Junkers 87
	13
	11
	10
	12
	3

	Junkers 88
	39
	11
	52
	67
	11

	Heinkel 111
	32
	3
	52
	67
	11

	Messersch.109
	48
	14
	17
	14
	13

	Messersch.110
	18
	4
	13
	17
	2

	Other planes
	27
	1
	19
	33
	15

	Total
	216
	57
	193
	302
	69
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http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/battle_of_britain_statistics.htm - #
	OTHER BRITISH AIRCRAFT
Gloster Gladiator 
Boulton Paul Defiant 
Hawker Hurricane 
Bristol Blenheim
	[image: spit-3]

	[image: spit-4]
	Supermarine 
Spitfire



During the Battle of Britain (July – October 1940), the Spitfire was considered to be the best RAF fighter, although the more numerous Hawker Hurricane was in greater use against the Luftwaffe. The Spitfire units had a higher victory-to-loss ratio than those flying Hurricanes.


[image: http://images.pistonheads.com/nimg/21905/tn_spitsmk222%20-L.jpg]Production of Spitfires at Castle Bromwich
By the end of September 1940, 125 Spitfires had been built, test-flown and delivered.
Production continued until June 1941. A month later Castle Bromwich delivered their 1,000th Spitfire, fulfilling the original contract.










Radar
[image: A member of the Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) tracking aircraft via radar in 1944. 

]
The wartime experience of a WAAF Radar Operator, Gwen Reading
“It is difficult now to realise how amazing the invention of radar was considered to be during the Second World War. Until Watson Watt developed radar in the mid-thirties, there had been no way of knowing if enemy planes were approaching our shores, until those aircraft could be seen or heard. When talking of wartime radar to young people nowadays, they are not impressed; how could they be, when they take for granted television, computers and mobile phones without the blink of an eye? But it was so different sixty years ago. Radar was our secret weapon. The secret weapon that allowed our pitiably few fighter planes to be well placed when Hitler embarked upon the Battle of Britain. The radar stations on the south coast enabled those few fighter planes and pilots to always be in the right place at the right time. Hitler must have wondered how we managed this, when the obvious strategy would have been to patrol the skies looking for the attacking German planes, an expensive use of men and machine.”




[image: http://www.battleofbritain1940.net/pic-031.jpg]
The British victory in the Battle of Britain was largely due to a series of radar stations that had been built along the southern and eastern coasts of Britain in 1939. These radar stations enabled the British to determine the direction, altitude and speed of oncoming German aircraft while they were still 50 to 60 miles away, and concentrate their limited fighter forces against them.





[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_rqH4fUbko2U/TN_iRvEtRKI/AAAAAAAASdo/10YHNFsyR-I/s1600/Daily+Express+400819+001.jpg]





Important facts
· Great Britain’s air force was called the RAF or the Royal Air Force. Germany’s air force was called the Luftwaffe.
· The code name for Hitler’s invasion plans was Operation Sea Lion.
· It is estimated that around 1,000 British planes were shot down during the battle, while over 1,800 German planes were destroyed.
· The main types of fighter planes used in the battle were the Messerschmitt Bf109 and the Bf110 by the German Luftwaffe and Hurricane Mk and Spitfire Mk by the Royal Air Force.
· Herman Goering was the leader of the German Luftwaffe. Sir Hugh Dowding was the leader of the Royal Air Force.






The Blitz
· Blitz is the German word for ‘lightning’.
· [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_cz8oee0VW7o/S8x1qGSxuZI/AAAAAAAAAL8/1qOMJGp4EaE/s1600/blitz.jpg]Starting on 7 September 1940, London was bombed for 57 nights in a row.
· Over a period of 267 days London was attacked 71 times, Birmingham, Liverpool and Plymouth eight times, Bristol six, Glasgow five, Southampton four, Portsmouth three, and there was also at least one large raid on another eight cities.
· The Luftwaffe destroyed or damaged more than one million London houses and more than 40,000 civilians were killed, almost half of them in London.
· Germany continued to bomb London at night until May 1941. This series of bombings was called the Blitz.
[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/40/National_Firefighters_Memorial%2C_Cannon_Street%2C_London.JPG/220px-National_Firefighters_Memorial%2C_Cannon_Street%2C_London.JPG]The Blitz
· Ports and industrial centres outside London were also heavily attacked; the major Atlantic sea port of Liverpool was the most heavily bombed city outside London, where nearly 4,000 people died.
· The German bombers also attacked Birmingham and Coventry, because of the Spitfire and tank factories in Birmingham and the many weapons factories in Coventry; the city centre of Coventry was almost completely destroyed.
· The last night of the Blitz, 10 May 1941, was the worst: 3,000 Londoners were killed.
· Hitler finally stopped bombing London because he needed his bombers to invade 
Russia.
The pictures show firefighters during the Blitz and the National Firefighters’ Memorial.
During the war, more than 800 firefighters died and over 7,000 were injured.


[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/WWII_London_Blitz_East_London.jpg]
In the worst single incident of the Blitz, 450 people were killed when a bomb destroyed a school in West Ham that was being used as an air raid shelter.
[image: http://news.bbcimg.co.uk/media/images/50495000/jpg/_50495476_aftermath_getty.jpg]







St Paul’s Cathedral during the Blitz



Battle of Britain – Group 1
Plan the main elements of your report to Churchill using the following as a guide only:
· How many British pilots were lost during July and August 1940?
· Round to the nearest hundred the number of Spitfires totally destroyed during July and August 1940.
· Was the number of Spitfires produced enough to replace the losses?
· Where were the Spitfires made?
· How did radar help with the defence of the country?
· Why were the radar stations mainly on the coasts of England?
· Which towns and cities were most badly bombed during the Blitz? Why?
· How many attacks were there on major British cities?
· Approximately how many Londoners were killed?
· How long did the continuous attack on London last and when did it end?
· What was the damage like in London?
· Why did Hitler stop the Blitz?
· Use the internet to find out more about the Battle of Britain to add to your report.



Battle of Britain – Group 2
Plan the main elements of your report to Churchill using the following as a guide only:
· Why did the Battle of Britain start?
· What were the total losses of British pilots during July and August 1940?
· Round to the nearest 100, the total number of Spitfires lost or damaged during July and August 1940.
· Round to the nearest hundred the total losses of German aircraft during July and August.
· Compare the numbers of British and German pilots killed or missing during the same period.
· Were enough Spitfires produced during the Battle of Britain to replace the losses?
· Which planes were most effective against the Luftwaffe? Why?
· What was built in 1939 that played an important part in defending Britain during this time? How?
· Why were the radar stations situated mainly on the east and south coast of England?
· What do you think Churchill meant when he said, “Never was so much was owed by so many to so few.” ?
· Why do you think the poster of the woman on the hill was produced?
· During the Blitz, what was the total number of attacks on cities and why were those cities chosen for attack?
· How many weeks did the Blitz last?
· Approximately how many Londoners died?
· What was the effect on the city of London?
· Why did Hitler stop the Blitz?
· Use the internet to find out more about the Battle of Britain to add to your report.
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OUR BOMBERS pound Boulogne Harbour all the week—end as
OUR FIGHTERS meet Hitler’s raiders again and shoot down~—

AT LEAST 115 MORE!

U.S. AND CANADA
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Monday, August 19, 1940  One Pemny _
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1,008: We lose another 16

MORE BOMBS THIS MORNING
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day's air attacks show that the enemy lost at least 115 sircraft, and
having regard to the numbers employed (about 600] this represents
the heaviest defeat he has yet suffered at the hands of our fighters
and ground defences. We lost sixteen fighters, but eight of the pilots are
i German losses yesterday—the second time in four days they have lost more

than 100—bring their total down over Britain since the war began to 1,008.
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