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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
“Safety First”, research into the use and impact of tasers in UK policing, with a focus on the use of tasers in the force area of Merthyr Tydfil. Should it be mandatory for all police officers to carry them? 

INTRODUCTION:
The aim of this research is to explore the use of tasers within the UK police forces, with a specific focus on the force area of Merthyr Tydfil and the perception of the community they serve. Taser- related incidents are often discussed in the media, making the topic being relevant, current, and of interest. 
Tasers, also known as Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs), are a type of non-lethal weapon used by the police to help subdue individuals through the means of an electric shock. They were first issued in 2003, initially for specialised units, but are now in use by a high number of response officers, leading to discussions about their legal, ethical, and societal impact on the public.
The use of tasers by the police are regulated in the UK. 
As a newly qualified taser officer within the response team of the force area of Merthyr Tydfil, to conduct research to discover what fellow officers and the public think about whether all officers should be trained and issued with tasers, will help understand the balance between public safety and individual rights with community relations and police force management strategies.
To understand wider views from both police officers and the local community through researching the topic of taser use, presents an opportunity to delve into a subject with several issues, which are often controversial and focused upon in the media. Understanding both officers and the communities’ views, will allow me to be a fully-informed officer whilst sharing the outcome of the research with fellow colleagues, which can be used within the holistic approach and risk assessments in our practice and help understand some responses we get when the use of a taser is chosen. 

Reading list
An examination of the effect of a policy change on Police use of tasers. 
Stephen A. Bishopp, David A. Klinger, and Robert G. MorrisView all authors and affiliations
Volume 26, Issue 7
https://doi.org/10.1177/0887403414543558
Case studies on line, helps analyse data, trends, and patterns: Policing Insight. (2023). The truth about TASER: How do TASER energy devices protect officers and subjects alike? 
BBC Articles: (Deuchar et al., 2024), Home office reports
Online: College of Policing. (2003) Armed Policing.
Journal: Business Research Methodology 2018.
Comparative Journal Analysis, compares Taser use in England and Wales against other countries: Taser use in Scotland: A qualitive study of Police Officers and community perspectives (2023)


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The aim is to evaluate the impact of tasers for police officers and the community they serve in Merthyr Tydfil, the key objectives are: 
· identify the views of the police officers in Merthyr Tydfil, that are both taser-trained & not. 
· survey the Merthyr Tydfil community regarding taser use by the police.
· analyse the outcomes, themes and trends from the questionnaires completed by officers and public & the implications these could have on the future use of tasers in SWP force areas. 

The study will be two questionnaires, one for police officers and one for the general public in and around the town of Merthyr Tydfil. There will also be informal and formal interviews with officers, those with and those without tasers and based on officers who have been in the force for less than 5 years and officers who have been in the force for longer than 5 years. 

	LITERATURE REVIEW:
A comprehensive literature review will help identify key literature available on taser use, such as the European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research, where they included a qualitative study of both police officers and community’s perspectives on taser use. The research proposed, relates to one of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 – ‘A Wales of cohesive communities’. Media articles covering the subject of taser-use, specific to the force area of Merthyr Tydfil will be searched. Up-to-date text books, journals and reports will be sought and reviewed and applied as relevant. Home Office statistics show that only 17,000 officers from the total 125,000 officers were issued tasers in 2018 (Home Office, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Hlk166083487]Every time a taser is drawn, but not fired, it is classed as ‘used’. Every use of a taser, is recorded and sent to the home office. It was found that to “red dot” was enough to pacify the suspects. 
The BBC broadcast a programme (2019) asking the question, ‘should all frontline police officers use tasers?’ This was in response to Northampton police force announcing that all of their police officers will be issued with tasers, the first force in the country to do so. Durham police force followed, which is controversial because a number of deaths were linked to the use of tasers (Baker, 2019). 
There has been a recent qualitative study in Scotland looking at taser use with police officers and the community (Deuchar et al., 2024). No such study has been carried out in Wales. In 2019 the home office announced they had increased the taser budget by £10 million (GOV.UK, n.d.) 
There is a lack of research on taser use in Merthyr Tydfil as most research focuses force-wide in South Wales. The force areas are made up of cities, urban and rural backdrops. Merthyr Tydfil is unlike those, being a small valley town with a migrating population of 60,000 and needs specific research. 
Relevant journals and case studies on police forces throughout the country, will be credited as the groundwork for this research. 
No officers are obliged to carry tasers in the SWP force. The chief Inspector allocates officers for the taser training. It is unclear what criteria is used to choose. An example of this was 3 out of 114 volunteer special constables have been trained and are licenced to carry tasers, this was before some regular officers were chosen.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The use of qualitative and quantitative methods will be used with the questions and interviews being based upon trends and results gained from previous published research. 
The research collects primary data through two surveys, one for fellow police officers and one for the general public. There will be formal and informal interviews.
The qualitative and quantitative data, should allow for themes, and comparisons to be made. The potential reach using questionnaires will be significant. Randomly-chosen members of the public will ensure a diverse range of the population. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The study will be using different methods outlined to obtain data, from the general questionnaire for the general public to a more specific questionnaire for police officers that are trained and untrained in the use of the taser device. 
The responses will be analysed, compared and contrasted. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
An ethical form will be completed and submitted before the research begins to ensure there are no identified ethical issues. 
Ethical considerations can be seen as one of the most important parts of this study. It’s important to understand, that all officers should respond with proportional force and only apply force relative to the resistance they encounter, legal force is accessible. The European convention on human rights query if the use of taser aligns with standards of avoiding excessive force. The use of taser could affect public perception of the police force and influence trust that’s already fragile and easily impacted. 
 

	TIME SCALE:
The research will mirror the year three operational policing learning assessment schedule cohort: 

· April 2024: Initial reading and formulating research heading.
· 20th May 2024: Submission of research proposal and ethics form.
· 10TH June 2024: Feedback of proposal released; literature review undertaken. Surveys one and two formulated designed and prepared. 
· 29th July 2024: Submission of literature review.
· July 31st – August 31st 2024: Surveys conducted with public and police officers. 
· 9th Sept 2024: Submission of research methodology and planning, survey data evaluated and analysed, and any remaining interviews completed.
· 8TH October 2024: Write up and analyse results from interviews and questionnaires, drawing a conclusion. 
· 28th October 2024: Submission of analysis and results


































	REFERENCE LIST:

College of Policing (2003) Armed Policing (Online) Available at: https://www.collegeof policing.uk/app/armed policing

Business research methodology, ND. Ethical considerations. Business Methodology Research. Last accessed 07th May 2024. Available: https:/ /research methodology.net/ research methodology/ethical consideration/.

Deuchar, R., Frondigoun, L., Densley, J.A. and Davidones, C. (2024). Taser Use in Scotland: a Qualitative Study of Police Officer and Community Perspectives. European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s10610-023-09569-3.

GOV.UK. (n.d.). Police use of Taser statistics, England and Wales, 2009 to 2011. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-use-of-taser-statistics-england-and-wales-2009-to-2011/police-use-of-taser-statistics-england-and-wales-2009-to-2011.

‌GOV.UK. (n.d.). Police use of Taser statistics, England and Wales, 2009 to 2011. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-use-of-taser-statistics-england-and-wales-2009-to-2011/police-use-of-taser-statistics-england-and-wales-2009-to-2011.

GOV.UK. (n.d.). Home Office announces £10 million for Taser uplift. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-office-announces-10-million-for-taser-uplift.

Home Office (2022). Police use of force statistics, England and Wales: April 2021 to March 2022. [online] GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-use-of-force-statistics-england-and-wales-april-2021-to-march-2022/police-use-of-force-statistics-england-and-wales-april-2021-to-march-2022.

Keiligh Baker (2019). Should all frontline police officers use Tasers? BBC News. [online] 23 Aug. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49405999.

Policing Insight. (2023). The truth about TASER: How do TASER energy devices protect officers and subjects alike? [online] Available at: https://policinginsight.com/feature/the-truth-about-taser-how-do-taser-energy-devices-protect-officers-and-subjects-alike/

scholar.google.com. (n.d.). Stephen A. Bishopp. [online] Available at: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Er3LJBYAAAAJ&hl=en [Accessed 14 May 2024].

Three SWP Special Officers the first to  be authorised to carry Taser following legislation change.
https://www.south-wales.police.uk/news/south-wales/news/2023/ion-jan/three-swp-special-officers-the-first-to-be-authorised-to-carry-taser-following-legislation-change/


Word count 1,202



image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE




