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This essay will explain the concept of childhood and discuss child poverty, considering the historical policies and current policies that have shaped it, which is a major contributor to tackling child poverty.  The intervention and organisations that support children, young people and families, will be identified as this is an area that may have a positive impact.  Lack of understanding still exists in regards to inequalities and the correlation with child poverty, so this essay will attempt to highlight this.  Recommendations suggesting what improvements can be made to support and or help prevent child poverty, will be identified. The information gained from this essay may be utilised to provide a better understanding of child poverty and the impact that it has upon their lives, policies and society. Research methods used to complete the essay were cited journal articles, online books, acts of parliament, parliamentary briefings, accredited government papers and appropriate online organisations. 

The concept of childhood is subjective within society. Fortana (2016, p. 20-23) puts forth that childhood is  a social construct with cultural components within a number of societies. Moran-Ellis (2010) agreed stating childhood is  social constructivism. IMSCOE Research Group (2016)  additionally define childhood as a structure placed around society, adapting along with historical concepts.  Uprichard (2008) raises the point that social constructions place thresholds in regards to what constitutes being a child. These constructs appeared to have developed and changed along with a better understanding of the child. Demause (1995) portrayed the child as a unique individual.  Children have a place in government policies and the right to be heard (Moran-Ellis, 2010).

Reformation of the Protestant and Christians in the seventeenth century helped to disseminate the child in a derogatory and sinful manner (Fortana, 2016).  Demause (1995) agrees when he states that in years gone by children were demonized and seen as evil. Parents whipped their children with instruments, to remove sin. Infants swaddled tightly as they were believed to be on the precipice of evil. Williams and Rogers (2016, p. 734-744) children seen this way is termed Dionysian.  In contrast the middle class had conceived notion as to their perception of a child.  Murdoch (2007, p. 16-20) states amongst the middle class children were seen as innocent and pure. Williams and Rogers (2016, p. 734-744) this view of children is termed Apollonian, this is the more widely used view.  Child labour was looked upon as slavery and sexual exploitation. As raised earlier Murdoch (2007, p. 16-20) reformers in the Victorian era showed contempt for the poor, demonized them thus creating the ability for them to be mistreated in society. This may have contributed to  social differences between those that have and those that do not. Hatfield suggests (2019, p. 101) affluent families purchasing clothes became an activity as part of child care, well-kept clothing signified a mothers ability.  Hatfield (2019) continues by adding, middle classes designed a large part of the concept childhood. This may give an indication as to why poor children were viewed in such as way. Murdoch (2007, p. 16-20) relays philanthropists idea of poor families endangerment of their children due to poor domesticity.

Fortana (2016, p. 19) stipulates that children were seen as innocent and fragile in the late nineteenth century. Childhood was seen as an age of innocence, termed the age of enlightenment. The idea that teenagers were emotionally challenged at this time, could have impacted the judicial system as we know it today. This connects with Moran-Ellis (2010) analyses that children were deemed as in danger and dangerous regarding criminal behaviour, judicial processes were established specifically for juvenile deliquents. Subsequently the poor strongly held to their liberty and rights as parents to care for their children, relying on the law and courts to uphold this (Murdoch, 2007, p. 94).

With respect to further understanding of conceptualisation of the child Fortana (2016, p. 20) stated in the late seventeenth century children were given their own games, space away from socialising with adults and able to create their own vocabulary. This moved further in the late eighteenth century when intellectuals developed the concept that the environment played a role into them developing into a socialized adult.  Demause (1995) found the early years of a child, their emotional well-being, education and legislation was strangely avoided. There was a limited view of children in society (Moran-Ellis,1995). Fortana (2016, P. 20-23) argues that theory of Charles Darwin had a huge impact upon theories of childhood.  Although Moran-Ellis (1995) points out that it was still inherent within society that they had no voice. Demause (1995) suggests the underlying issue being historians payed so much attention to battles and castles, that no attention was payed to children. The inappropriate behaviours within society in the previous centuries have been eradicated through legislation. In the distant past Demause (1995) highlights that  parents dunked their children in ice water every morning to make their children strong. In antiquity infanticide and brutality towards children was commonly known. Molestation and sexual abuse was common place and traditional. Legislation in the eighteenth century gave children protection from extreme violence from adults (Moran-Ellis 2010).  This illustrates society beginning to recognise the child and the creation of legislation to safeguard. 

Phillipe Aries known as the father of the history of childhood theory was based upon family being authorative, hindering relationships and socialisation. Drawing away from the childs natural instincts of freedom (Demause, 1995). This lays down the foundation of present theories that children have freedoms and rights.  Moran-Ellis (2010 describes modern childhood as being less structured. Modern concepts of childhood analyse the biological form of the child, this can been in theories such as Upright (2008) who describes childhood as the developmental stage in the human life that is a precursor of adulthood.  IMSCOE Research Group (2016) disagrees when they state that known views of childhood being a  biological stage of human development was rejected amongst scholars. Worth noting that it is a medical model perspective, which would benefit from further research. Charles Darwin theory impacted childhood concepts, although at the time there was much controversy of his theory. 

This essay will now address law and legislation pertaining to child poverty. Ridge (2011, p. 73-84) poverty affects every area for a child with disadvantages in social, economic and material.  Politics in England makes no correlation between poverty, child abuse and neglect. The political parties need to engage with this in order to understand the impacts of poverty and inequality upon child abuse and neglect (Featherstone, et al. 2019, p. 127-133).  Research and intensive studies would help to resolve misinterpretation.  Glennerster (2004) In 1950 poverty was taken off the political agenda, pressure from Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG), later placed child poverty in the political realm. Intriguingly the National Insurance Act 1948 –  Labour party welfare state was created (Glennerster et al. 2004). Previous legislation looked at eradicating child poverty and develop strategies to assess the progress (Child Poverty Act 2010). Ridge (2011, p. 73-84) the Child Poverty Act of 2010 pushed the government to challenge child poverty, this act was repealed by the Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016.  Policies will fail if they do not have the lived experience of poverty from children. Low-income children are aware of how poverty impacts upon them.  UNCRC stipulates on Article 12 that a child as the right to express their view freely in all matters affecting them (Unicef, 2016).

Current legislation regarding children (Childrens Act 1989) allows professionals to intervene in the life of a child in order to prevent them from being harmed.  Local authorities  (LAs) also provide family centres to provide family support and multi-agency work. Local needs assessments by the LA to address poverty (Children Act 2004). Featherstone et al. (2019, p.127-133) argues that deprived children from LAs with lower funding have less opportunity to receive intervention from the state compared to more affluent LAs. It was indicated in recent research that some children were going without everyday items such as food and bedding (Ridge, 2011, p. 73-84).  Glennerster et al. (2004) indicates some families in 1870 had such low incomes, they could not live efficiently. Furthermore Glennerster et al. (2004) explains in 1921 free milk was provided by the LAs, consequently leading onto School Milk Act 1946, which provided one third of a pint of milk to all children under 18. The Tory government ended free school milk in 1971. Significant to note changes in government political parties legislation, may have serious implications upon child poverty.   Supportive measures devised for families in trouble (Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016).  Encouraging collaboration in order to improve the life of children, with local authorities initiating the co-operation between services is evidenced in Section 10 of  (Children Act 2004).  Data gathered to compare households who have been supported by the LA (Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016). 

Glennerster (2004) points out the Poor Law Act 1834 the poor had to work in workhouses, to receive a meagre payment of relief.  Glennerster (2004) highlights how the Family Allowance Act 1945 was an immense help with minimum wages, CPAG through political pressure increased Family Allowance payments in 1968.  Interestingly Welfare Reform and Work Act 2012 benefit caps after tax at median earnings £500 for a lone parent (Graham, 2012).  Ridge (2011, p. 73-84) significantly states children from lone parent families felt they had more access to leisure and social activities, when their mothers worked, although this was a low level.  End of the financial year data provided on the percentage of children whose household net income for that year is sixty per cent less of the median of equivalents households (Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016).  LAs to develop work incentive programmes (Graham, 2012).  

Graham (2012) The introduction of Universal Credit under the Welfare Reform and Work Act 2012, abolished some benefits such as housing benefit. Low income families commonly experience unfit and insufficient living conditions, often damp, overcrowded, in bad state of disrepair and homelessness (Ridge, 2011, p. 73-84). Glennerster (2012, p. 233-249) noted that a repeal was made by the coalition government in 2010 to have a more fair system of wealth in regards to poor families, this was the child trust fund.  Bedroom tax introduction, which places further financial constraints on those with low-income, to compensate the  LA to provide support under the local welfare provision (Graham, 2012). 

Glennerster et al. (2004) Poor Law of 1834 huge contributor to care and education of poor children. For children of low income families, sustaining friendships and making friends is problematic, it requires a level of economic resources. Friendships give a sense of belonging (Ridge, 2011, p. 73-84).  IMSCOE Research Group (2016) investigation found that it is not just about being but belonging. There are implications upon how children are raised,  it has ramifications upon how society is shaped. Glennerster et al. (2004) Education Act of 1870 fees were attached to attending school, caused considerable harm to poor families.  Poverty as a huge impact upon their education, unable to purchase materials for school, appropriate school uniforms and the lack of stationary often leading to strict discipline (Ridge, 2011, p. 73-84).  This acknowledges the challenges that a child may face.

Pivotal point from Murdoch (2007, p. 32) those who migrated to England who were poor were seen as racially and domestically different. Racialized the poor whilst ignoring the economic causes of child poverty. There are limited studies that investigate correlation between migrated children and poverty. Under Article 2 of the UNCRC refers to non-discriminatory practices (Unicef, 2016).  Hatfield (2019) diasporic communities bring different values.  Khan (2020) puts forth ethnic families have larger families which impact upon income. Therefore children are poor due to parents low income. He goes on to say that ethnic child policy is ignored and not considered a problem. Likewise Dickerson and Gurleen (2018, p. 265-298) state Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Black or Black British children are more affected with low income than any other group.  Khan (2020) argues that the government may deem Bangladeshi children as less likely to live in poverty due to low level of divorce in this community, without addressing the inequalities. Dickerson and Gurleen (2018, p. 265-298) in their study found that Black and Black British children have a higher risk at residing in poor housing conditions and deprived neighbourhoods.  Lepianka , Van Oorschot and Gelisssen (2009, p. 421-438) argue that by not addressing the fundamental difficulties faced by particular members of society, these people become marginalised and misconstrued as poor thus being in poverty. This creates societal structures arising from the social injustices that they face. Policies are then developed based upon a conceptualised idea, which is disseminated into society creating a false idea of who is impoverished and that it is an individual problem not created by societies structures. Khan (2020 agrees he explains policy makers appear to have no comprehension of racial inequalities in the UK, do not question it therefore provide no measures to help manage it. 

The organisations, approaches and intervention tackling child poverty will now be discussed. The Lancet (2017) put forth that food insecurity is detrimental to the health of a child. Dimbleby and Vincent (2013) highlight the free school meals, which is a lunch time meal for children whose parents are in receipt of specific benefit. Children will be guaranteed to receiving at least one healthy meal while in school. Magic Breakfast (2020) provides support to schools, they help identify potential children at risk of hunger and provide a healthy breakfast at school. This impacts upon their learning and may also provide an additional meal to the free school meal.  Similarly Green et al. (2018, p. 136-143) states the early stages of development may be negatively impacted, due to difficulties around income, which in turn contributes to health. Bate and Foster (2017) discuss the Sure Start Children Centres, whereby they provide early intervention for children under five, outreach services, support early intervention and give information around healthcare and play. Family support is delivered in the community, while addressing the needs of problem families, this can be done through referring to other services in the community and social and healthcare.  Child Poverty Action Group (2020) campaign for policies to address the need for better work and pay. To reform Universal Credit, removal of benefit caps, and a thorough universal childcare strategy.  Hardgrove et al. (2011) maintains that particular social structures that perpetuate inequalities are important factors of risk. Green et al. (2018, p. 136-143) argues that social policies may amalgamate to aid families, which may impact those children growing up in poverty. Department for Local Communities and Local Government (2014) provides the Trouble Families programme which is a preventative programme aimed reducing the risk of children repeating parents lives, by addressing truancy, worklessness and anti-social behaviour amongst other things. Through this programme multi-agency working is necessary due to the various services that may be supporting the family, such as supporting people programme to support with work programmes for those who have been on out of work benefits for some time, common assessment frameworks undertaken by the school or social worker and youth offending teams. Hoggett and Frost (2018) found in their research that success was achieved through a flexible approach and spending time with the family. 

Conclusion
This essay found that childhood changes and adapts according to external variations within society, such as family, culture and society.  Historical views of the child were largely formulated around religious ideology, children were often seen ass ‘evil’.  This idea changed in approximately the late nineteenth century, where the understanding of a child being separate from an adult began to become more popular.  Political parties in office slowly moved to an awareness of this, policies developed.  Policies and strategies created made  significant positive differences to families, however contrary to that others appeared to perpetuate the difficulties of child poverty. Thus highlighting additional inequalities, that may be a precursor for child poverty, such as being Bangladeshi or Black British child in the UK. Structures that are devised to support may in fact attribute further difficulties. 

Recommendations
Improvements to benefit children in poverty can be made by the government providing free travel passes to children aged five to sixteen, with provisions for those aged sixteen to eighteen.  Criteria would entail: parents on a low income, in receipt of working tax credit, child attending school and child receiving free school meals. Green et al. (2018, p. 136-143) illustrates it is early adolescence where poverty impacts the most. Secondly more funding for Sure Start Children Centres, this will allow the work to continue in deprived areas alongside tackling child poverty. Khan (2020) suggests that policy makers are taking a step back when concerned with child poverty and deprivation of ethnic families. Thirdly a fifty percent reduction in school uniforms for children aged five to eighteen (for those who stay on at sixth form) for families on a low income, in receipt of disability benefits, in receipt of working tax credit and in receipt of Universal Credit. Socioeconomic status plays a crucial role in adolescent behaviour (Green et al. 2018, p. 136-143). 
 




