Debate- Against 
8 million. 8 million pounds tourism bring into Wales daily. 3 billion a year. 100,000 people employed by the tourism industry. with numbers like these you can see that tourism is massively important to Wales, it's because of this that we should be questioning whether bringing tourism tax into the country is the right thing to do. 
DAMAGE FROM COVID 
POINT 1 – During the pandemic the hospitality and tourism industry were hit the hardest. Businesses were on the brink of collapse and many businesses are still closing and struggling now as they haven't had the time to recover. 
The local authorities are claiming they need the extra money to help, however during the 2021/2022 year there was the enhanced population grant’ and the more visitors that visit the more money is handed out. The Welsh government provided local authorities with money to support these businesses. Which brings up the question of where this money is going? 
POINT 2- The timing of this is incredibly insensitive in the current economic crisis that we are experiencing. The added tourism tax will make Wales a more expensive place to visit, this will drive visitors away and have could have an incredible effect on our visitors' numbers.  It will push our potential customer to competitors. A decline in tourism, would result in a decline in money coming in, it will not bring about new opportunities and will harm businesses. Tourism takes up 9.5% of employment in the country and we can afford to lose these job opportunities. Overall, this added tax when booking a holiday will deter visitors away. That said if visitors do decide to still come to Wales, research shows they will spend less money when they are here due to the initial cost of the holiday. Whilst conducting my own research I received several additional comments as follows ‘i think it would potentially price people out of holidays due to affordability’ another mentioned ‘it would be seen as uninviting and almost expecting other to par our current economic mess, and due to the current loss of trust within our government it would not go down well’ . 
 These comments can also be backed by a business owner in Wales –  Rhys Williams as he said is would be putting up financial barriers with coming into the country. 
Point 3- Better ways to increase tourism in Wales, charging people more will not solve any issues, instead we should be using the money we already have and focus on campaigns to encourage customers to visit, also have better management of visit numbers. 
To conclude, today we have both argued our case for and against tourism tax. Tourism tax can be an effective way for destinations to generate revenue from the tourism industry. However, it's important to consider the potential impact on tourism and the local economy before implementing tourism tax. 

Introduction
Tourism tax is a type of tax that is imposed on visitors to a particular destination. This tax is typically imposed on hotel stays and may be a flat rate or a percentage of the total cost of the stay. The revenue generated from the tourism tax is often used to fund tourism-related infrastructure and services, such as public transportation, museums, and parks. The tax is usually collected by the hotel or other accommodation provider and may be included in the overall cost of the stay or added as a separate charge on the bill.
Tourism tax is important for several reasons:
Revenue generation: Tourism taxes can generate significant revenue for a country or city, which can be used to improve infrastructure and services for tourists and support local businesses.
The Welsh Government has said the tax will support "sustainable tourism" in Wales as well as boosting local services.
Tourism taxes can help to offset the costs associated with tourism, such as maintaining public spaces and historical sites, and providing security and emergency services- Studies have shown that a tourism tax can help to increase tourism by funding improvements that make our destination more attractive to visitors. Additionally, with the additional revenue generated by the tax, we can invest in our community and make it an even more desirable place to visit.
Tourism contributes significantly to the Welsh economy, with tourism-related expenditure exceeding £5 billion in 2019. A tourist tax would provide revenue for local governments, allowing them to manage the services and infrastructure that make tourism successful.
Rebecca Evans, Minister for Finance and Local Government:
“Visitor levies are a common feature in tourist destinations internationally. They are an opportunity for visitors to make an investment in local infrastructure and services, which in turn make tourism a success. Without such a levy, local communities face an undue burden to fund local services and provisions on which tourists rely. From keeping the beaches and pavements clean, through to maintaining local parks, toilets and footpaths – the critical infrastructure that supports tourism should be supported by all those that rely on it.”
The City Council of Austin, Texas, adopted a "live music fund" from the city's hotel occupancy tax in 2019. 15% of the occupancy tax money will be dedicated to the local commercial music community, with the remaining 15% going to historic preservation. The remaining 70% had gone to the Austin Convention Centre.
Conservation and preservation: Tourism taxes can be used to fund conservation and preservation efforts, as well as environmental and sustainability initiatives:
From July 2019, New Zealand imposed an NZD 35 entry fee on most overseas tourists. The tourist tax is known as the "International Visitor Conservation and Tourism Levy," and the money raised will go toward sustainable tourism and conservation programs.
Tourism taxes can help to ensure that the tourism industry is sustainable in the long term, by ensuring that the costs of tourism are shared fairly among tourists and residents.
Encourage responsible tourism: Tourism taxes can encourage responsible tourism by making it more expensive for those who don't act responsibly, and using the revenue generated from taxes to promote sustainable tourism practices.
Tourism management: Tourism taxes can also be used to manage the number of tourists visiting a destination, by making it more expensive for visitors. This can help to prevent overcrowding and protect the environment and cultural heritage sites.
Balancing the economy: Tourism taxes can help to balance the economy by ensuring that local communities benefit from tourism, and the tax revenue is used to support local business and infrastructure, rather than just lining the pockets of big hotel chains or airlines.
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