
 

Independent Study Questions 

 

You will need to read and critically engage with the essential 

reading in order to answer these questions.  

Essential reading 

Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of Perception, Preface & Part 1, 

Chs. 1-3. Accessible at: Phenomenology of Perception 

(archive.org). Accessed 3/5/24.  

 

 What is Merleau-Ponty aiming to do?  

 

 Does his Phenomenology of Perception offer us anything 

different in terms of furthering our understanding of ourselves or 

furthering our knowledge of our existence in the world?  

 

 How is the body to be understood for Merleau-Ponty? 

 

 How does his understanding relate to – or contrast with – the 

traditional understanding of the body in Western thought? 

 

 Can we relate to his picture of bodily engagement with the 

world?  

 

 Do you see the body as our characteristic access to the world? 

 

https://ia601000.us.archive.org/11/items/G.BachelardThePoeticsOfSpace/Phenomenology%20of%20Perception.pdf
https://ia601000.us.archive.org/11/items/G.BachelardThePoeticsOfSpace/Phenomenology%20of%20Perception.pdf

