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Abstract                                                                                             
This is report is to show the part of the child vulnerability, negligence of the   family that suffers of mental health issues, social dis attachment, and criminal records, due to the family background. mental health, disability and maltreatment and negligence, the effect of the violence to the child prospective will result later to the adulthood behaviour. Key word vulnerability, violence ,mental disorder,negligence,needs              
  Introduction 
This report is a case study about a troubled family in Sheffield who is dealing with problems of social disfunction and disintegration. Family problems such as domestic violence, criminal offences, imprisonment, unemployment of the parents coupled with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) which is classified as mental health of one of the children. 
Violence, misuse of alcohol and lack of employment have tremendous effect on family dynamics and cohesion. They affect the income of the family, put tremendous strain on mental, psychological, emotional, and physical condition of the members of the family, especially children who are born and raised to such family environment.  The traumatic syndrome created by such negative behaviours and experiences can last for life.
The family under this report consists a husband and wife and two children. The father, John is violent, jobless, left school without qualification. He involved in criminal offences since childhood and currently serving a two-year sentence in prison. His wife, Bridget, is unemployed looking after the children. Jaden one of the children suffers mental health known as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Erin, the daughter, who is a school age also a member of the family. 
The family is identified as vulnerable by Early Intervention and Prevention Service from Social Services and an assigned case worker is currently involving with the family to overcome its problems, mainly focusing on the safety and security of the children. The intervention of the case worker took place in two separate locations and different environment, in prison dealing with John and the family at home and after John released from prison with the whole family in home environment. The session started with trust building and rapport and step by step addressing the challenges to bring a lasting solution to the family.  
The report will analyse the adversity the family facing, the vulnerability factors affecting the children and assesses the intervention of Social S ervices in light scientific research. 
At the end the report provides useful recommendation based on the case study and highlights the learning outcomes from the case.  
 
The term “vulnerable family” refers to a family’s situations that are considered problematic, that require a professional intervention form socially responsible organisation or authority  (Bauer, Wiezorek 2016b).   Identifying vulnerability of a family requires proper assessment to identify root causes of vulnerability to support forms of family life and family achievements, but also a particular need to protect children growing up within the family. Each individual family case should be treated as an individual entity and need the appreciation of its individuality rather than adopting a general approach to a problem  (Bauer, Wiezorek 2016a) 
Vulnerability includes exposure to experiences of physical or emotional harm, due to violence. poor outcome of environment, and misuse of substances and alcohol. The term of vulnerability depends on child’s individual situation but also cause of depiction of innocence or purity, and exposure to face the uncertain world (Pratt,2005). However, sociologists claim that varying biological and socio-cultural factors can also contribute to the childhood vulnerability. Opposite to these definitions some defines vulnerability as the willingness to expose yourself emotionally to another person despite being afraid and despite[endnoteRef:2] knowing you are being at the risk. (Brown et al 2016). [2:   www.gov.uk/goverment/publications/family-review-final-report   
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Children can be considered vulnerable. 
1.  If they are receiving statutory support care or custody such as foster care, and other children services.
2. If they have physical or learning disabilities or mental health issues such as Attention Deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 
3.  If they have violent parents, or parents who misuse drugs and alcohol or parents who have mental health issues and lack decision-making capabilities.
4. Children who live in poverty and lack of economical sustainability due to unemployment.
5. Children of asylum seekers whose parents are awaiting to get immigration status.
6. Children young carers, care for parents or adults 
7. children lured to criminal activities child prostitution or minors who have become mothers early due to uncontrolled sex.     
In England there are millions of vulnerable children, in typical class of 30 usually 6 children growing up in at risk due of family circumstances. Vulnerable "toxic trio” factors or more presents exist in family household. The three main factors are the first is domestic abuse, the children experienced violence from adult that get also abused from partner within the last years. Secondly, alcohol or substance misuse, where an adult overuse of drugs, dependence to alcohol. Thirdly, mental health problem causes if an adult is diagnosed of mental health disorder. Jobless can conduced to depression and anxiety become domestic violence or child abused.      
These main risk factors have immediate harm and detrimental in impact to the later life outcome of the children in UK. The Office of the Children’s Commissioner is an executive non-department public body upgrade the interest, views, and rights of children in decisions and policies which affecting their lives. Particularly, known to stand for vulnerable children. Having parents that unemployed will categories the children as vulnerable considerable risk. (Children Commissioner ,2010)
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The troubled family in Sheffield is composed of young mother called Bridget, John the father and two children Jayden and Erin. Main cause of the disfunction of, un-employment and mental health issue of Jayden. The father John spends time in prison away of the family and all family responsibility is left to the mother to shoulder. The mother, Bridget is unemployed and looks after the two children.  The family has no secured financial income. When husband is around Bridget suffers domestic abuse. These multi-dimensional problems affect Bridget physical, emotionally, mentally and psychologically. Violent actions from her husband expose her to physical harm or potential death. Supporting children singlehandedly, especially a demanding child due to his mental health exhausts her and emotional status.
The health of a mother is important to the upbringing of children. A healthy mother provides all the support the children need a mother with emotional and psychological distress lacks the energy and lust to provide the required care to her children. As the result the children suffer. The experience of day-to-day violence also affects children 


and lead them to vulnerability, mental disturbance which lasts to their adulthood.
Trying to prevent the re-occurrences of the negative impact of domestic abuse. Applying strategic plans to reduces negligence and repeating of child abuse again, the Adult and Children Safeguarding Boards (ACSB) and Early Child Intervention Prevention Program noted of considerable risk record of physical abused.  

The right intervention based on family projection and principles of state, policy implication with the help of different qualified agencies and public program that underpinned the Child Especial Needs and Disability (SEND) government program in UK. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)the Families Act 2014 support. National Support Programme Convention for the Child (NSPCC) 
The father named John is sentenced for two years serving in jail without any ways of income. Violence and bad experiences records since his childhood too.   
Being no qualification at all, difficulties in having a decent job at all is the main problems because of John cannot support his children. John himself had issues with his education background, left the school at incredibly youthful age, and continuous of criminal records. Mostly, if someone is being employed or having stable job also good in mental health. Just being unemployed can conduce to the stress, depression which psychological negative health effects with the lower self-esteem and anxiety. If a person is suffering with depression the risk sometimes become extremely high who will be in his surrounding or family components that living within the same household. The children living with negligence and seeing domestic violence is also child abuse.   
The son Jayden have attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)its disease of hyperactivity which impulsiveness is necessary of attention and special needs disability. Can cause social unstable interaction with other children, behavoural disorder mental health issues and disciplines.    
The daughter Erin is in primary school age means she also needs an excellent quality time from parents support of education and have good atmosphere. Negligence and lack of love or care can develop communication skills and mental development disorder to the children.                                                                                                                                                                            
The children, Jayden and Erin are considered of being in considerable risk because of parents involved with criminal sentence. Jayden have syndromes of mental disorder (ADHD) which can be dangerous for his own health being disabled and then onwards for the safety for the little sister Erin which is also in tender early age. This family have mental health problems which is main risk factors of children in needs. Child being neglect according to Undersection 17, the Children Act 1989, happened   and get the intervention of Social Services would be a ‘significant harm'. or needs not be met. Allowing children to be safe in environment, positive contribution for the lives of the children. The parents involve with domestic abuse, used drugs misused, dependents of excessive alcohol. Parents with criminal records in justice system and relating also with sexual abuse or corruption of minor by dominating the child to do the sex labour. Young guardian with inability to protect the innocence of a child. These are all risk factors that needs the support of Social Services   Policies and Legislation in UK   Ofsted said that all Serious Family Case Justice Reviews is about Neglect and Needs         Referral from nursery school staff to National Support for the Program Convention of the Child (NSPCC) Physical, Sexual Emotional and Neglect are the typical abused.          Intervention of the government Children and Young Person Act 1933 that giving criminal case of neglect through parents by failure of basic physical and psychological needs         
In April 19,1990, the UK became one of the 80 members of the United Nation to sign the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and in 1991 December 16 was ratified and completed in 1992 by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC ) 
The Children and Families Act 2014-its government legislation to protect in all aspect the vulnerable children, to support strong family's relation have best support to make them best themselves in every category of life they want to start. Given the chance for the family to have time on their children since from birth by allowing the permission of parental leave and maternal leave. The Equality rights to have family effective justice system.
Keeping the Children Safe in Education is about keeping the children in school applying the safeguarding and step by step approach for everyone responsibility of the child and the best possible to support who is missing in education. The Education Act 2002 that specific duties are placed local education authorities under section 175 of the Act keep the welfare of children who attending the school ensuring the staff receives the proper training for the safeguarding procedures and protection.                                                                                  The Children and Social Work Act 2017 the act want to improve the support for care leavers It's about parenting principles for local authorities and be the best parent for the services users. The local authorities needed to follow these Act accurately to promote the long-term arrangement support for education achievement for the children under custody.                                  
 The intervention for the family in Sheffield 
The children with parents involved in criminal justice are more like suffers from mental issues, greater risk of psychiatric problems financial and social dis integration. As John the father of the children is usually absent because of he is serving sentence for two years, so the children have difficult of mental suffering especially Jayden with the attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)because of lack of fatherhood figured to him. But John was worried about the involvement of the social worker and create a trust relationship with John because of the good character approach of the social services starting to improve the involvement and cooperation of the family. Visiting John in prison, Bridget both together talked to social worker about the parenting guidance approached for the preparation of coming back home of John. He, father also attended about psychiatrist support to anger triggers to reduces the domestic violence and alcohol dependence. The Social Worker from Early Child Intervention Prevention Program aided the troubled family for 10 months and have a satisfactory result. John also becomes a mentor to others who have the same situation by also attending one to one session councillor and had the skills qualification to gain the employment stableness, preventing to do repeat of criminal offences. The wife grown up and got stable job later with personal independency. The stabilization of parents mentally and financially with the support of local authorities', different agencies for family support and children safeguarding, and of course the social worker now the children are in school in full time .Family Justice Review(2012)  
CONCLUSION 

The Maslow hierarchy theory of needs represents about the physiological needs of safety house, clean and safe surrounding, supplying food, protection emotional relationship with parents psychological stableness, teaching the good manners and important intervention about influencing services for the family and children. The Maslow hierarchy theory of needs represents about the physiological needs of safety house, clean and safe surrounding, supplying food, protection emotional relationship with parents, psychological stableness, teaching the good manners and important intervention about influencing services for the family and children. The Joseph  Rowntree Foundation is organization that helps to conduct research to fight the poverty in UK ,and  other agencies Family Justice  Review with the help of Department of Health and Social Care.






 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              





Brown, K. (2019) Vulnerability and Child Sexual Exploitation: Towards an approach grounded in life experiences. Critical social policy. [Online] 39 (4), 622–642.                                                        

BAUER, P. and WIEZOREK, C., (2016)a. »Vulnerable Families«: Reflections on a Difficult Category. CEPS Journal : Center for Educational Policy Studies Journal, 6(4), pp. 11-28.
BAUER, P. and WIEZOREK, C., (2016 )b. Vulnerable families: reflections on a difficult category. CEPS journal, 6(4), pp. 11-28.
GOERGE, R.M. and WIEGAND, E.R.,( 2019) Understanding Vulnerable Families in Multiple Service Systems Understanding Vulnerable Families. RSF : Russell Sage Foundation journal of the social sciences; RSF, 5(2), pp. 86-104.
stylefix
2

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





image2.jpg
UK unemployment rate at 4.8%

Jan 2021 to Mar 2021, percentage of economically active
people aged over 16 who are unemployed

12%
10%
8%
Al 4.8%
4%
2%

% —r——-—0—m--o7mT—TT7—

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Source: Office for National Statistics. Margin of error: + 0.4% IB|B|[C]




